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For proEewtunul hi|*h quality 
photography using the very laicM 
equipment in our large purpose 
built .studio. 

Fonmutivc still life, brrvhures. 
promoiiortal and industrial photography. 
ExcelletU slide tupies from flat artwork. 
i5mm in 5x4 inch, black and white 
printing and processing. 

For a complete professional photographic 
service, ring Mark on 48 1 3 5M> »\t 235. 
\nd see how our images can help yours. 
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Baby girl 

The Duchess of York holds her new baby girl as she leaves London's Portland hospital on Friday. The 

Dutchess gave birth last Friday. 


- : wi>gagiiiig Estonia sets off 

for independence 



Charged 

Julio <3ofizaiez. a Cuban national 
charged in the deaths ot 87 people at 
a Bronx social club fire, clasps his 
hands together during preliminary 
court proceedings (Reuter wire- 
phoio) (See Page 4) 

Earth slide kills 10 

NEW DELHI. March 31. (Reuter): 
Ten. people, including a six-month- 
old baby, were killed today when an 
earthslide burned mud huts in a 
squatter colony on the outskirts of 
■J>lhh Indian news agencies repor- 
ted/ 

$16m heroin seized 

JERUSALEM. March 31. (Reuter): 
Israeli drug agents seized 31 kg of 
heroin, worth about SI 6 million, 
from a ship at Haifa port, police said 
today. . - 

Bodies found 

NICOSIA. March 31. (Reuter): The 
bodies of fourCypriots — two asters 
and thrirchildren - were found with 
shotgun wounds in an apartment in 
the coastal resort of Limassol today, 
police said. 

Rapist sentenced 

MOSCOW. March 31. (Reuter): A 
rapist and murderer who greyed on 
women students in -the Soviet central 
Asian city of Alma-Ata and gave his 
unsuspecting sister their shoes-ana 
jewellery, has been sentenced to 
death. Tass reported on Saturday. 

Station blasted 

S HONG KONG. March 31,(AP): An 

explosion rocked a crowded train 
station in the southern Chinese city 
or Canton, killing five people and 
injuring more than 30 others, pro- 
Bcijing” newspapers reported Satur- 

No meddling pledge 

BANGKOK. March 31. (AP): The 
new army chief. £en. 
Krapayoon: has pledgcd. ttot the 

army will not meddle in politics. Thai, 
newspaper* reported Saturday. 

Sofia missiles 

has72short-ran^n^^«ef f 

(312 miles), i Foreign Ministry 
official said Friday. > 

' I RamadantiniB^®] 


MOSCOW, March 3L (AP): 
The Estonian republic has set ofF 
> fbrindependencefrom theSoviet 
Union, but is following a dif- 
ferent path than its Baltic cohort 
Lithuania. . 

The republic's Supreme Soviet 
yesterday declared Soviet Union 
to be an occupying power and 
pledged to restore full indepen- 
dence at the end of a still- 
undetermined transition period. 

During the transitional phase, 
the republic is to work out its 
future governmental structure 
and settle differences with Mos- 
cow. according to the measure. 

Estonia at one time was the 
boldest of the three indepen- 
dence-minded Baltic republics, 
including its 1988 declaration of 
the right to veto Soviet laws. 

But Lithuania since has taken 
the front-line position, declaring 
itseir independent on March 1 1 . 
That provoked a war of nerves 
with ine Kremlin that occasion- 
ally has erupted into skirmishes 
such as yesterday’s occupation 


by Interior Ministry troops of the 
republican prosecutor’s office 
and the earlier rounding up of 
military deserters. 

Estonian activists say they 
want to have their economy and 
government organised before 
declaring independence and also 
note that they must move more 
slowly than Lithuania because 
they do not have such a large 
majority in their own republic. 

Lithuanians make up 80 per 
cent of their republic, but only 60 
per cent of Estonia's residents are 
ethnic Estonians. The third Bal- 
tic republic, Latvia, located bet- 
ween Estonia and Lithuania, is 
only about 50 per cent ethnic 
Latvian and is moving most 
slowly. 

The Soviet annexation of 
Estonia in 1940 — along with 
Lithuania and Latvia — “did not 
end the existence of the Estonian 
republic.” said a resolution pas- 
sed by a vote of 75-0 with three 
abstensions. 

(S«oPag«2) 


UK deports N-plot Iraqi official 


LONDON, March 31, (AP): Iraqi Airways 
executive Omar Latif, arrested in connection 
with a plolto smuggle nuclear triggering devices 
to Iraq, was deported from Britain today. 

Immigration officials and six armed police 
officers escorted the balding middle-aged 
airline official on board an Iraqi Airways flight 
for Baghdad at Heathrow Airport. They 
remained until the door was doed lor takeoff. 


Iraq has denied it bought nuclear triggers and 
threatened retaliatory action if Latir was 
expelled. 

Iraq, adding detail io denials that it tried to 
buy triggers for nuclear weapons, says US- 
made electrical components confiscated in 
Britain could have been used for many other 
purposes. 

"It is easy to invent a link between the norma) 


use of any highly advanced electronic or 
mechanical component and military purpose," 
an official source at the Ministry' of Industry 
and Military Industrialisation told the Iraqi 
news agency. 

Customs officers in London questioned two 
British businessmen yesterday over dealings 
with Iraq, the Press Association News Agency 
reported. 


A management company yesterday denied it 
had supplied sensitive equipment to Iraq with- 
out first clearing the transaction with the gover- 


■ The Washington Times said on Thursday 
that Iraq's Osiraq nuclear reactor, bombed in a 
1981 Israeli raid, has begun producing 
wea pons-grade nuclear material. 


Rabta may 
still be 
operative, 
says US 


WASHINGTON. March 31, 
(Renter): The United States said yes- 
terday Libya’s Rabta plant suspected 
of producing chemical weapons may 
still be opera tioaai despite a fire there 
earlier mis month and an elaborate 
hoax coo Id not be ruled out. 

“The" US government is reviewing 
all the xva3aMe evidence relating to 
the March 14 events at Rabta,” said 
State Department deputy spokesman 
Richard Boucher. 

Asked whether the (ire could have 
been a hoax by Libyan President 
Mnarnmar Kbaddafi intended to 
hoodwink the world into believing the 
plant was destroyed, Boucher said the 
possibility conU not be ruled onL 

"Important uncertainties remain 
regarding both the canse and extent of 
damage at Rabta. Therefore so defin- 
itive condemns have been reached. 
The possibiBty remains that Libya can 
stiU produce chemical warfare 
agents,” be said. 

The new assessment was in stmik 
contrast to that offered by Bash 
ndmmistratioa spokesman two days 
after the lire. 

Then, both the White House and 
Sate Department said damage from 
the mystery fire had been extensive 
and condnded that "production is now 
impossible.” 

A senior official said the amount of 
available evidence had grown since 
then and 'needed careful analysis: 
Commercial satellite photographs 
taken a lew days alter the fire showed 
much of the plant intact with Bttle 
apparent structural damage. 

The possBaUty of a hoax first sur- 
faced last week when a Libyan opposi- 
tion group alleged the Maze wus 
staged. 

In Tonis, Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat defended Libya and Iraq 
a gains! Western criticism of their 
arms industries and Said the West was 
applying doable standards on human 
rights. 

“Why aO this row about Libya and 
the factory at Rabta? And now there’s 
a new campaign against Iraq. They 
say it’s for the sake of hemaa rights. 
Oh yes? And what abont the human 
rights of the Palestinians?” he told a 
Land Day rally in Tank. 

Arafat said Israel had been using 
chemical weapons agamtt Palestin- 
ians is the o c cupied territories for 27 
mouths with the support of the United 

Sates. "It’s not tear gas, it’s chemical 
weapons, as Belgian doctors have 
proved,” he said. • 



Polish diplomats 
shot at in Beirut 

Anger at exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel 


Hiah wa V protest “ cilhcr acce P l their agreement or 

g * r come up with a substitute.” 

Women mourn over ineir dead donkeys and block the national highway near Matnura in the northern siaie of UP. Seven 

donkevs were knocked down dead by a speeding tanker. Within minutes, hundreds ol village women sat m the middle of an offensive. the source 

the highway for several hours, demanding compensation and blocking the traffic in the protest. (Reuier wirephoto) added. 

‘Murderer’ admits eating part of victim’s body 


BEIRUT, March 31, (Agencies): A clandestine group claimed 
responsibility today for shooting two Poles in Syrian-policed 
Muslim west Beirut and warned Warsaw against aiding tbe exodus 
of Soviet Jews to IsraeL 

Across the religious diride in Lebanon’s Maronite heartland 
rival Christians resumed artillery duels in east Beirut and nearby 

Serkis, 47. and his wife Ewa, 

30. were shot last night as they 
were parking their car. bearing 
diplomatic plates, near their 
home in the Hamra district. 

Hospital sources said Serkis 
was hit in the face and stomach 
andwasin stable condition today 
after an operation. His wife was 
shot in the leg. 

Lebanese police had said 
Serkis was a commercial attache 
at Warsaw’s Beirut embassy. 

Theclandestine group said ina 
hand-written statement 
delivered to the offices of the pro- 
Syrian leftist As-Safir newspaper 
it was behind the ‘Polish 
diplomats’ operation.” 

“We warn the Polish govern- 
ment against providing any help 
in transporting Soviet Jews to 
our sacred Palestinian land.” the 
underground group said. 

The Polish government 
offered to transport the Israeli- 
bound Soviet Jews last Sunday 
after Hungary's Malev Airline 
slopped charter and some 

scheduled flights to Israel A Lebanese policeman points to wl 

because of the threats. gunmen on Fr 

Malev later resumed ^ 

scheduled flights to Israel and OA ft #■ 

halted them to Beirut. 

Hours after the attack, Poland pi • i x—\ i ■ 

said its offer to transport Soviet W|\/Ol I «M Tl 

Jews to Israeli stood despite the I 1 I V C A. I V-/ I I I I 

shooting. 

-T- i . - r . - . . , BEIRUT, March 31. (UPI): Rival Christian forces 

Today s fighting in Lebanon s resumed fierce batUes yesterday overa strategic mountain- 

Cnnslian .enclave followed a ous region northeast of Beirut's Christian enclave foliow- 
bnef morning lull which allowed jng a lull during tbe night, security sources said, 

thousands of civilians to leave The sources said troops loyal to Geo. Michel Aoun and 

bomb shelters to inspect and . miliuarnen of Samir Geagea’s Lebanese forces traded with 
slock up food . heavy machine gun fire and artillery along a 4-mile (6 km) 

front in the Christian heartland of Kesrouwane. 

Political sources said Maron- They added that fierce clashes raged around tbe village 

ite Christian political and church or Qlaiat. 1 2 miles (20 km) northeast of Beirut with shells 

leaders, desperate to end an slamming the residential areas of Beit Men, Broumana, 
army-militia conflict that has Bilfaya and Daraya. 

IfilIM snn ncnnlo ciruv I«*nnarv The mil it ia-run Voice of Free Lebanon radio station 
SlH Th TS reused Aoun's forces or shelling the Lebanese forces 

told Aoun on Thursday they headquarters in Karantina, tbe vicinity of Beirut port and 

were ready to call in Lebanon s 

internationally-recognised Pres- " • 1 ... «... - - J 

idem, Elias Hirawi. .‘ 

The ultimatum to Aoun was ' _' 

sent by Maronite notables sum- . \ 

moned on Thursday by their * ■' ' 

patriarch. Nasraltah Butros s ,-'. 

Sfeir. Aoun did not attend but his 
antagonist in the Christian civil .... 

war, Lebanese Forces militia 

chiefSamirGeageadid. • 

Political sources said the • 

leaders agreed to urge Hirawi to 
intervene to end the inter-Chris- 
tian war. 

“All leaders agreed that there 
will be no solution in east Beirut ->.»«•. - • - 

except through resorting to the •.'••• •*- - 

legitimate authority of President 
Hirawi,” one Christian political 

source told Reuters. •' Iff jlljrl 

He said the Maronite leaders — ; — ■ '•'■ a 

told Aoun he had 48 hours to Wnrlri ror-nrri 
“either accept their agreement or recqro 

come up with a substitute.” The Soviets have claimed a new world r 

“Instead, Aoun replied bv Stratosphere' piloted by senior test pile 

waging an offensive.” the source 21 000 metres The plane, in the 16-20 
added. Moscow. (Reu 


mountains. 

The previously unknown “Revolutionary Action Organisation, the 
Arab Resistance Front -- the Martyr Suleiman Al Haiubi Unit” 
group said it attempted to kill two Polish diplomats. 

But a Polish Foreign Ministry spokesman said the wounded man — 
Budgan Serkis — was an employee of the Polish agricultural trading 
organisation Anixem. 



A Lebanese policeman points to where bullets tore into the car of two Polish diplomats who were attacked by 
gunmen on Friday night in Muslim west Beirut. (Reuter wirephoto) 


30 killed, 40 hurt in Beirut 

Rival Christians resume battle 



World record 

The Soviets have claimed a new world record in high altitude flying. Their M-17 
Stratosphere' piloted by senior test pilot Vladimir Arkhipenko. flew to height of 
21 000 metres The plane, in the 16-20 tonne class, is shown taking -off near 
Moscow. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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TOKYO, March 31, (Reuter): A Japanese 
man charged with kidnapping and murdering 
four little girls told a court yesterday he had 
eaten some of the flesh of one of his victims, 
according to press reports. 

The reports said Tsulomu Miyazaki, 27, 
made the admission when he appeared before 
a judge for the first court proceedings since his 
arrest last August. 

Miyazaki admitted virtually all the 
prosecution charges as read out in court, but 


denied the kidnap-murders were 

f iremediiated. The children’s ages ranged 
rom four to seven. 

“On the whole, my feeling (about the 
crimes) was that I did them in a dream,” he 
was quoted as saying. 

The series of horrific murders in and 
around Tokyo in 1988 and 1989 shook the 
whole nation and raised questions about 
Japan's casual tolerance of violent pornogra- 
phy. 


Police said at the time of Miyazaki's arrest 
that his bedroom was filled with thousands of 
pornographic videotapes and comics. 

The court heard that Miyazaki, an 
employee at his father’s printing works, dis- 
membered bis victims* bodies and videotaped 
them. 

Yesterday’s hearing drew more public 
attention that the first court hearing late last 
year over the sensational Recruit sharcs-for- 
favours scandal- 


Grand Bingo 


Miss Vineet Sethi has won the First Full House 
prize. She wifi receive KD100. Game No. 76 
continues for the Second and Third Full House 
prizes. 


Ashrafiyeh in east Beirut. 

Tens of terrified families look advantage of the short lull 
in the morning to flee what they described as "hell in 
Christian areas." Scores of men. women, elderly and 
children crossed on foot and in cars the museum and the 
newly-opened port passageways linking east Beirut to the 
Muslim side of the capital. 

At least 30 people were killed and 40 others were 
wounded yesterday in the 9-hour-violence that startedin 
and around Qlaiat and spread io other frontlines in the 
mountains and the capital. 

The east Beirut-based Ad Diyar newspaper said 1.000 
combatants from both sides were involved in the battles, 
using US-made M-48 tanks, Soviet-built T-55 tanks and as 
many as 200 artillery pieces. 

; | Two passers-by 

killed in Srinagar 

SRINAGAR, March 31, ( Reuter): 
Two passers-by were killed and four 
' '. wounded today in cross-fire between 
paramilitary troops and militants in 
— 1 Srinagar, summer capital oflndian- 
jj • ruled Kashmir and centre of a 

v- Muslim revolt, police said. 

(Seepage 2 ) 

I DAY BY DAY 


PRESENTLY, there is much 
talk about the price hike and 
its adverse consequences 
against consumers. 

Traditionally, some mer- 
chants exploit the opportun- 
ities we provide them by rush- 
ing to stockpile on com- 
modities — needed or other- 
wise. This creates a short-sup- 
ply and increased demand. 

Naturally, the shortage in 
supply is further manipulated 
artificially by merchants to 
harvest their mischievious 
designs. However, in all can- 
dor blame should be 
appropriate • on consumers 
who provide the merchants 
with large leverage. 

We should play carefully 
the “Mouse and Cat" game 
with the merchants. If we do 
that, the merchants will not 
dare to hike prices. 

Zahed Matar 
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Chinese chief 
justice defends 
legal system 


10 separatists killed in Kashmir 


‘Pakistan won’t go 


BELIING, March 31, (AP): China's 
chief justice condemned Westers 
countries for “vicious slanders” 
against China's legal system Thurs- 
day and said last year's pro- 
democracy demonstrators received 
fair trials. 

“The hegemonists accused us of 
conducting secret interrogations, 
banding out secret verdicts, refusing 
to conduct fair, open trials, and 
extensively trampling on human 
rights.” Ren Jianxm, president of the 
Supreme People's Court, said in his 
annual report on crime. 

“These accusations ate deliberate 
fabrications and absolutely ground- 
less. These are viedous slanders on 
China's judicial organs and judicial 
system," Ren told the National Peo- 
ple's Congress, China's legislature, 
which is holding its annual two-week 
session in Beijing. 

The human rights group Amnesty 
International in a report released last 
month said tens of thousands of 
Chinese have been arrested since 
troops shot their way into Beijing 
last June to put down the pro- 
democracy movement, 

The report said authorities con- 
ducted arbitrary arrests, detained 
prisoners incommunicado without 
charge or trial, and imprisoned or 
executed others after unfair trials. 


to war with India’ 


ISLAMABAD. March 31, (AP|: 
Pakistan will not be pushed or 
provoked into another war with 
neighbouring India over the disputed 
territory of Kashmir, Foreign Mini- 
ster Sahabzada Yaqub Khan said. 

Yaqub Khan said he did not 
believe India wanted another war 
either. 

“The biggest reason for this deter- 
mination is that war is no solution to 
any problem," the foreign minister 
said at a dinner yesterday for par- 


ticipants of an envoys' conference. 
Pakistan and India have fough 


Pakistan and India have fought 
two wars over Kashmir, an old prin- 
cely state now divided by a United 
Nations monitored ceasefire line. 

The eastern part is held by India 
and called Jammu-Kashmir, while 
the Western slice is controlled by 
Pakistan acd called Azad Kashmir, 
or free Kashmir. 

Muslim militants have been 
demanding creation of an indepen- 
dent nation in Jammu-Kashmir. the 
only state with a Muslim majority in 
predominantly Hindu India. 

The secessionist movement flared 
anew on Jan 20 when Muslim youths 
took to the streets to protest a gover- * 
nment crackdown on the militants. 
More than 200 people have been 


killed, mostly m clashes between 
Indian security forces and Muslims. 

India regularly accuses f akistan of 
instigating the militant movement, a 
charge the Islamabad government 
denies. 

Muslim militants at one time wan- 
ted to become part ofPakistar, but in 
the past year they have bren demand- 
ing independence and the status of a 
neutral countries. 

Meanwhile in Srinagar, tens of 
thousands of Muslims gathered at 
the burial of a top militant leader 
yesterday as comrades fired guns in 
the air and vowed to carry on the 
fight for Kashmir’s independence 
from India. 


Also yesterday, the Indian Army 
shot -and killed 10 Muslim separatists 
who were trying to slip into Pakis- 
tani-held territory or Kashmir, 
official sources said in Jammu, the 
winter capital of Jammu-Kashmir 
state. 


Officials in Srinagar, the state's 
summer capita! and the focal point of 


the separatist movement, said police 
fatally shot dead a curfew violator in 
Srinagar yesterday. The body of a 
suspected police informer was found 
in the dty and militants have claimed 
responsibility, they said. 


Colonel in ’87 Manila coup bid gets 6-year prison 


MANILA, March 31 , (Reuter): A Philippine court martial 
has sentenced a colonel involved in a 1987 coup attempt 
against President Corazon Aquino to six years of hard 
labour, the military said today. 

Colonel Eduardo MatiDano, who led the takeover of a 
government television station at the height of the August 
1987 rebellion, was ordered dismissed from the army, 
according to a derision handed down on Tuesday. 

He and his men occupied a motel and used it as a 
command base, the military said. 

MatiDano. who is in custody, was among 300 officers 


and enlisted men put on trial for the 1987 mutiny, in which 


’ 53 people were killed and more than 300 wounded. 

Colonel Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan. leader of the 
1987 uprisingand the December 1989 rebellion, remains at 
large and there is a five million peso (£220,000) reward for 
his capture. 

Last December's failed coup was the sixth and bloodiest 
challenge against Aquino’s four-year rule. 

Coup plotters, who have accused the Aquino adminis- 
tration of corruption, vowed to bring down her govern- 
ment before her term expires in 1992. 
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India, US sign anti-drug pac 


NEW DELHI. March 3 l.(UPI): Washin- 
gton has persuaded some Afghan rebel 
leaders to reduce poppy cultivation and 
opium production, but ihe involvement in 
the narcotics trade of the American- 

backed rebeU remains a "constant worry”, 

a senior US diploma! said Thursday. 

Melvyn Levitsky. US assistant secretary 
of state for international narcotics mat- 
ters, made his remarks during a press brief- 
ing following the signing of a co-operative 
agreement wiih India aimed at curbing 
illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse. 

The pact was signed by Manraohan 


Sethi, additional secretary of the Ministry 
of Finance and a member of the Central 
Board of Excise and Customs, and Levit- 
sky, who ended a three-day visit to New 
Delhi and was to fly to neighbouring Pak- 
istan. . „ , , . ■ 

“Today, the United Slates and India 
have entered a new partnership through 
the signing of a mutual co-operation 
agreement on drug-xelated matters." 
Levitsky said. “This forma! document will 
make it easier for our two friendly, 
democratic governments to work together 
to reduce demand and prevent illicit drag 


use and trafficking.” . , 

■ Levitsky said the agreement foi.jia.iseu 
co-operation that already existed between 
India and the United States. 


India has become a major transit point 
for heroin shipments la the West, most oi 
the supplies being smuggled from the rug- 
ged border areas of Pakistan and Afghan- 
istan. 


use the proceeds to eurich ihemsel^ a 
purchase arms for their fight against i 

Soviet-supported Kabul regime. ■. 

Levitsky acknowledged } 
involvement of leaders of themujafc^ 
in the illegal narcotics tratfe and s 
Washington has told them to end th 
participation. V - v 

Levitsky said he has discussed the ta 

.—I!,, nntfv n4v»l iMil&n .. 


Many experts say a large percentageot 
the shipments come from opium produced 
and sold by US-backed Afghan rebels, 
who control the border areas and alleged ly 


ter personally uaan 

“a number of the commanders" ^ 
reduced the cultivation of poppies, ft, 
which is obtained the opium that is refit 

int it heroin. -r 


Delhi fails 


to extend 


direct rule 


in Punjab 



NEW DELHI, March 31, 
(Renter): India's government 
failed to win an extension yester- 
day of its three-year-old direct 
rate of Punjab, a state racked by 
Sikh separtist violence. 

The parliamentary debate on 
the constitutional amendment 
necessary to extend rale through a 
Delhi-appointed governor was 
boycotted by a Sikh leader who 
said the minority administration 
was powerles to fulfill peace pled- . 
ges to his people. 

Prime Minister Vishwanath 
Pratap Singh’s attempt to extend 
direct role for six months, and thus 
postpone state assembly polls in 
Punjab because of the violence, 
collapsed for want of a quorum in 
the Lok Sabha, the lower boose of 
parliament. 

Singh’s minority National 
Front government bad been 
expected to get the required two- 
thirds majority from members 
present to continue direct rate, 
imposed by the previous Congress 
government in 1987. 

But the amendment, already 
passed by the upper Rajya Sabha, 
failed because only 252 Lok 
Sabha members attended the 
debate. The boose's full strength is 
544 and at least half that number 
had to be present to vote on a 
constitutional change. 

There was no immediate word 
from the government on when, or 
even if, it planned to try again. 



Forces occupy newspaper office 


MOSCOW, March 3 1 , (Agencies): The Soviet republic of Byelorussia 
will demand the return of large tracts of the territory of present-day 
Lith uani a if that republic secedes from the Soviet Union. Tass said 
Saturday. 

“If Lithuania secedes from the Soviet Union, Byelorussia will not 
consider itself bound by ail laws, decrees and acts dealing with the 
turnover of part of Byelorussian lands to LithimW ** T* w «aid citing a 
“Aces on territorial issues between President George Bush to Gorba- 


sta Lenient by the Byelorussian Supreme Soviet, or parliament- : 
Parts of Byelorussia were ceded to Lithuania imder l940 ac^^ 
followed the annexation of the Baltic repubhc by the So wet Union. 

Tass said the Byelorussian Supreme Soviet staled that a wkhdrai 
ofLithuania from the U nion, by declaringlheseacls.mvaKd, would! 
de facto repeal of the laws by Lithuania- • 


Byelorussia and Lithuania, axe based 
on the (Soviet) law of Aug 3, 1940 on 
adminiog the Lithuanian Soviet 
Socialist Republic to the USSR,*' the 
statements read. 

•‘(This has) been unilateral 
declared invalid by Lithuania. Thus 
it becomes responsible that a number 
or legislative acts are losing their 
force, it added. 

Specifically, the Byelorussian 
Supreme Soviet said that acts dealing 
with the turnover to Lithuania of the 
Sventsyansky region and parts of the 
Godutishkovsky, Ostrovetsky. 
Voronovsky and Radunsky regions 
would be contested. 

“If Lithuania secedes from the 
Soviet Union ( Byelorussia) will have 
to reconsider itsdecisions concerning 
the ■ administrative and territorial 
setup of these regions (of Byelorus- 
sia) which stem from the above-men- 
tioned acts.'* the statement added. 

Yesterday. Moscow rei in posed 
control over Lithuania's judicial sys- 
tem. sacking Lithuania's newly 
appointed prosecutor-general for 
“violations of the Soviet constitu- 
tion" and appointing its own man to 
the job. 


Sikh lader Simranjit Singh 
Mann boycotted the debate say- 
ing the “well-meaning" National 
Front bad proved helpless against 
a “nefarious alliance” of its left- 
and right-wing allies and tbe 
opposition Congress Party. 

“Their aim is to rate Punjab by 
bullets, not gr»e a ballot a chance, 
so the repression of the past pales 
into insignificance compared to 
what is now envisaged,” Mann 
said in a statement. 

Singh took office in December 
promising Punjab a new state 
assembly and made a series of 
concessions aimed at wooing 
popular support away from the 
secessionists. 


the job- 

The legal system in the Soviet 
Union's 1 ^constituent republics has 


always been the jeolously guarded 
prerogative -of central tmion -auth- 
orities. . . 

Friday's proscanor-gencral tak- 
eover came despite appeals and a 
hand-delivered letter from US 


chev expressing support for Lithuan- 
ia's strive for independence and mg- 
ing the Soviet president to solve 
Soviet-Lithuaman differences 
through peaceful means. 

■ Soviet security forces took over 
Lithuania's main newspaper publi- 
shing house overnight, the secession- 
ist government's information office . 
said on Saturday. 

Some 50 men in militia uniforms 
occupied the office block, wbiiJi 
houses the presses and editorial 
offices of all tbe Baltic Republic’s 
daily newspapers and some weeklies. 

Soviet Defence Minister Dmitry 
Y azov insisted yesterday that break- 
away Lithuania joined die Soviet 
Union of its own accord in 1940 and 
could not leave without permission 
of the Soviet parliament. 

“Understand this dearly. Lith- 
uania entered the Soviet Union 
voluntarily in 1940,” Yazov tokf a 
news conference m the eastern 
French city of Beifott. 

“Lithuania remains part of the 
Soviet Union and in order to leave it 
most get the approval of the Supreme 
Soviet (parixaxnem-)." 

Of Lithuania’s March 1 1 declara- 
tion of independence, he aaidi . “Sud- 
denly breaking tbe knot tied 50 years 
aeo is impossible." - ** 

Lithuanian pro- independence 




leaders say their Baltic republic’ was 
annexed forcibly under the secret 


gp|||5g| 
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annexed forcibly under the secret 
Molotov-Ribbentrop pact. 


Soviet army paratroopers carry automatic weapons after a training jump n 
Lithuania (Reuter wirephoto) • 


Latest official survey shows 50,000 Aids carriers in Thailan 


BANGKOK. March 31. (Reuter): The latest 
official survey on Aids in Thailand indicated there 
are an estima ted 50,000 carriers in tbe country and 
that the disease is spreading fast among the 
heterosexual population through female pros- 
titutes. 

Dr Cary Station of the World Health Organisa- 


tion (Who) told reporters on Friday the Aids 
eoideinic had spread from intravenous drug users 


epidemic had spread from intravenous drug users 
to female prostitutes and early tests of pregnant 


women indicated it was spreading among the geiv j 
eral population. . 

Earlier government figures put the total number 
of carriers of human immuno-deficiency virus 
(HrV), which leads to Aids, at 15,000. 

“This is only the tip of the iceberg. No country 
can ever know the full extent of the disease," 
Station said. He was one of a 12-member tram 
charged with reviewing the first year of a national 
programme to prevent and control Aids. 


'preprogram me — whteh received $4.7milIioi 
assistance from Who and Foreign governments 
involves education campaigns, condom distril 
lion and blood testing. 

Slutkin said the latest figures were based on z n 
system of testing which involved identical samp 
in 31 provinces of both high and low risk group: 
“In Thailand we are detecting the beginning 
heterosexual transmission in Asia because of i 
activities of the Thai programme," he said. 


ABDUL AZIZ AL QATAMI 
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4 shot dead in Nepa 


ALMANGAF 


Residential apartments, Central A/C 
in a deluxe complex consisting of Stowers 


KATHMANDU, March 31, (Reuter): Nepalese police have shot dead i 
four more people in battles with residents of a Kathmandu 1 suburb pro 
against the arrest of political activists, witnesses and government some 
today. 

Witnesses said two people were shot dead today and a nurse was cri 
wounded when police opened fire on several ‘tho usan d demonstrators 
Lahtpur district. 

Government sources said police shot dead two men during house-to 


searches in LaJitpur late last night after the town erupted in protest a*, 
government crackdown on a six-week-old campaign tor multi 
democracy. • 

Tbe government has confirmed that two people were shot dead 
yesterday m Lalirpur as police battled to drive back protesters burling 

The Movement for the Restoration of Democracy (MRD), an allu 
political parties banned for 30 years, has launched protests against f 
party-less system of elected councils. 

The MRD has appealed to Nepal’s King Binsadra, who is a bo 
constitution, to stop police breaking up its demonstrations and an 
hundreds of its activists. 

Tire government says Nepal’s system is democratic and that the MB 
wren mjluenced by communist extremists.’' 


1. Apartments cxDnsisring of 3 bedrooms with cupboards + hall + saloon + 
0 bathrooms + furnished kitchen + maid's room. 

2 Apartments consisting of 2 bedrooms with 
cupboards + hall + saloon + 2 bofhrooms + 
furnished kitchen. » 


ingo Day 


In addition to me 

following 

facilities: 





Swimming pool 
Children's gomes 
Covered parking lof 
Gardens 
Central aerial 


Great Opportunity for your 
children’s 
Summer Vacation 
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THE AMERICAN SUMMER 
SCHOOL 


Tocm 5 “T mer Scho ° l - June 9 to July 11, 

1990 for students, ages 6-14. 


The programme will include enrichment 


Kuwait Real Estate Bank K.S.C. fct 2458177 swttrfiboanj 

Prop— ty Management Dipt- Tel: M62273 


courses, English, French and Arabic 
languages, computer classes, 
mathematics, arts and crafts and various 
sports activities. 


forlumerinltorniMtan. please contort 5Si-*l20«f. 39. 
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AUSTIN, Texas Told that Robert 

SSffiSKKSafc. 

^^.“Wbokthirntr^ 

authnr^? 1 *^ P^-wiMing 

j5®tS3SJSa 

l wanted to show the 
ransforniation," Caro was quoted 

s&s 

^i^ssasfir" 

wanted to show what happened 
with American politics" at the dawn 
?Si? , U >e of raedia Pities, he 

?SS^d? e turnin & P«« *» die 

Z Democratic primary for the 
us senate between Johnson and 
former governor Coke Stevenson. 
"Nobody had ever run a 

campaign like that before." said 
Caro, who in his book Means of 
portrayed Johnson as evil 
and Stevenson as a romantic, heroic 
figure. 

Caro. 33, said the same vigorous 
reaction greeted his first volume. 
Path to Power. 

“The initial reaction is 
controversy. After a while, ail that's 
is the book. The book endures." 
Caro said. (AP) 

ALBANY, New York; Some movie 
stars stayed clear of Hollywood on 
Academy awards night. 

Christopher Reeve. Sosan 
Sarandon, Ron Silver, Jennifer 
Beaks and Alec Baldwin, all 
members of the Creative Coalition, 
met with New York Governor 
Mario Coomo and New York State 
legislators to promote 
environmental bills. 

“I think sometimes there's a 
sceptical attitude about celebrities, 
that we just do quick hits," Reeve 
said. “We are a serious group.'" 

The politically arrive artists* 
group have pledged to exploit its 
celebrity status to promote 
legislation in New York State that 
aims to protect the environment. 

"Stale government has become 
more powerful as the federal 
government has withdrawn from 
matters of concern to the people of 
the state and the nation," said 
Silver, the organisation's president.* 
The group supports Cnono’s 
proposed SI . 9 billion environmental 
bond act. and will identify 
lawmakers who try lo block pro- 
environment bills. Silver said. 

Environmental lobbyist Lee 
Wasserman saidthe celebrities 
could prove a big boost. 

4 The reasons things don't get 
done on the environmental front is 
the public isn’t fully aware of how 
the process works," Wasserman 
said. (AP) 
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OAK LAWN, Illinois: A robber 
who took S6.600 from a bank in this 
suburb of west Chicago has sent 
bade half the money by mail. 

Heritage Bank of Oak Lawn 
confirmed that it received the 
money but police were not 
impressed. "Just because all of a 
sudden he gives the money back”, 
does not mean he will walk away, 
said Oak Lawn police chief Frank 
Gilbert. 

A video camera recorded the 
incident, and the tape is with the 
FBI investigators, said Oak Lawn 
detective Rick Kerrigan. (AP) 


'haili * 



Ceiling restored 

Visitors admiring the newly restored ceiling of Michelangelo's Sisti-ne 
Chapel March 30. For the first time in hundreds ofyea re visitors can see 
the whole mammoth fresco in its original dazzling colours, freed from 
four centuries of dust and candle smoke. (Reuter wrrepholo) 


MINOT, North Dakota; Brynbfld 
Haoglaad, the longest serving state 
' legislator in the United States, says 
she is retiring after 52 years in the 
' North Dakota Hoose of 
■ Representatives. „ 

“It’s time to step aside, 

Haugland said. ' 

The S3-ycar-old Republican from 

- Minot was first elected in 1 1938. two 
years after losing her first bid by 100 

\ votes. She has been re-elected every 
j two years since. 

"It’sa great privilege to have 

‘-served in the House, a joy. she 

said. Haugland said her community 

' activities, including her work as 
‘ board member of the International 

I" Peace Garden that borders Canada, 
: w 01 keep her busy. ... . 

• As a legislator, she worked for the 
; establishment of the state prison 

farm and for child abuse reporting 

- requirements, and chaired the 

* committee on Social Services and 

f Veterans* Affairs for 22 sessions. 


WASHINGTON: Nasa is readying 
the shuttle Discovery Tor blastoff the 
week of April 1 2 on a long-awaited 
flight to launch the SI .5 billion 
Hubble space telescope, considered 
by many to be the showcase 
payload of the shuttle era. 

Operation high above Earth's 
obscuring atmosphere, the telescope 
is expected to revolutionise optical 
astronomy, allowing scientists to 
peer deeper into the cosmos than 
ever before. 

The telescope will be used to 
study the epoch of galaxy 
formation, to search for distant 
quasars and to perhaps find direct 
evidence of planets circling other 
stars. Its sophisticated cameras will 
be able to take high-quality photos 
of Jupiter and other planets in the 
solar system and capture light 
emitted from stars and galaxies 
shortly after the big bang explosion 
scientists say created the expanding 

universe. (UPI) 

* * • 


R1QUEW1HR, France: A museum 
in this eastern town is leading 
visitors on an aromatic journey 
through the 1 2 nations of the 
European Economic Community. 

"By their power to evoke, odors 
are die vector of communication," 
said the aromatirian Michael 
MotsseefC, who helped organise the 
exhibit. “Each person recognises a 
country by his experiences, which 
are recalled by the scents he 
imbibes." 

In the show at theMusee Des 
PTT D’AJsace, people may jog their 
memories of Britain with smells of 
freshly cut grass offered in a picnic 
setting. Ireland smells of old 
whiskey, the Netherlands fresh 
. cream, and Denmark features 
smoked fish. West Germany offers 
cinnamon, Belgium burned fat. 

Greece is evoked with oKve oil 
and oregano. Italy with capuccino. 
Spain features musty bull smells, 
and Portugal cod fish. 

France is evoked by a perfume 
created especially for the exhibit. 

Only Luxembourg has not been 
assigned a national smell. It is 

represented by a safe. (AP) 

• • • 

ZsaZsa 

Community 
service 
in question 

BEVERLY HILLS, California, 
March 31, lUPI); The judge who 
sentenced convicted cop-slapper 
Zsa Zsa Gabor to community 
service is seeking additional 
proof that she has completed her 
work at a homeless shelter, her 
prosecutor said yesterday. 

Vera Davis, the executive 
director of the Lieu-Ca p shelter in 
Venice, wrote a letter dated 
March 23 lo municipal Judge 
Charles Rubin, stating that 
Gabor bad completed her 120 
hours of court-ordered service at 
the shelter. 

But news media accounts have 
quoted unnamed shelter officials 
as saying that the sometimes 
actress ami former Miss Hungary 
only served 50 hours at the shelter 
for homeless women and their 
children. 

Gabor. 70, was quoted in the 
accounts as saying that she con- 
siders her service fully completed 
because she has spent "countless 
hours" organising a celebrity 
auction at her Bet-Air mansion to 
benefit the shelter. 

"That Judge Rubin, who I find 
utterly disgusting, thinks he was 
punishing me with this, but he is 
not," she said. “1 enjoy doing this. 

1 have done more than he said I 
should — this auction has taken 
so many hours I can't count 
them.” 

Rubin, who also placed Gabor 
on probation, was not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 


till k 


I24-K §pL£> co’ir^ 

your 

EBSpeer# ■ ■■ j.’ 


4 * 


. 4 4 a 

4 . 


ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 1990 


Baldness, multiple motherhood risk to heart 


The sisters 

Right; A close up of the Duke and Duchess of York's baby girl as she left 
London's Portland Hospital March 30 in her mother's arms. Left: 
Princess Beatrice is escorted by her nanny to the hospital to see her 
mother. (Reuter wi rephoto) 

Longevity highest in Britain 

LONDON, March 31, (Kuna): Britain has the higest proportion of 
elderly people m Europe, with 15.7 per cent of its population above 
pensionable age, it was reported in London. 

This was disclosed in the statement marking the launch of a two-year 
study by (be European commission into the problem of Europe's elderly 
population, the UK media said. 

Latest predictions suggest that the number of people aged over 65 in 
Europe mil rise from its present level of just over 14 percent to almost a 
fifth of the population by the year 202 ( 1 , the media pointed out. 

According to the commission, there are already 100 million people in 
the European Economic Community over the age of SO and their 
numbers is growing steadily. , . 

In its statement issued in Brussels yesterday, the commission noted 
that, while people are living longer, the birthrate in the region had fallen 
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SAN DIEGO. March 31. (AP): 
Men who arc bald and women 
who bear five or more children 
develop blood cholesterol pat- 
terns that might raise their risk of 
heart disease, according to 
studies released yesterday. 

in a study of 872 electronics 
factory workers in Maly, Dr 
Muurizio Trevisan found blood 
cholesterol and blood pressure 
levels rose with age among the 
278 men with "male-pattern bal- 
dness." They defined that. as a 
receding hairline and a bald spot 
on the crown of the head. 

The small but significant 

Massive 
steroid 
dose can 
reduce 
paralysis 

WASHINGTON, March 31, 
(AP): Massive doses of a steroid 
drug given within hours of a 
spinal cord injury can significan- 
tly reduce paralysis for patients 
who previously had seemed 
beyond help, a government study 
reports. 

The study, conducted at 10 
centres around the United 
Slates, proved that the drug 
mclhylprednisolone was able to 
restore some feeling and 
movement in virtually all spinal 
cord injury patients, marking the 
first time that an effective treat- 
ment for such paralyzing injuries 
has been found, federal officials 
said yesterday. 

“Wc now know that paralysis 
after spinal cord injury can be 
reduced by early treatment,” 
said Michael B. Bracken, a 
professor at the Yale University 
School of Medicine who directed | 
the study. “We were never cer- 
tain about that before this 
study." 

Clinical trials of the drug 
involved 487 spinal injury 
patients. The study compared 
the results of 162 treated with 
methylprednisolone with 1 54 
treated with naloxone and 171 
who received a placebo. 

The results, said. Bracken, 
show that methylprednisolone is 
“an effective treatment for 
reducing some of the 
neurological damage of a spinal 
injury." 

Officials who monitored the 
study said its results could have 
an important effect on the lives of 
people who suffer acute spinal 
cord injury. Automobile 
accidents are the roost common 
source of such injuries. 

Most such injuries occur in 
men under the age of 30 and most 
such patients will spend their 
lives permanently disabled. 

Methylprednisolone has been 
used for years to treat shock, to 
prevent swelling of the brain 
from injury or stroke and lo 
stabilise membranes after injury. 
For the spinal injury study, 
researchers at the clinical centres 
gave patients 10 to 100 limes the 
normal dosage within a 23-hour 
period. 

The result, said Bracken, is 
that virtually all patients receiv- 
ing the drug improved lo some 
degree. The improvement was 
significantly greater than for 
patients with similarinjuries who 
received other ireatmenL 
Bracken said the study results 
have been evaluated by reviewers 
and will be published in May in 
the New England Journal of 
medicine. He said the announ- 
cement was made in advance of 
publication in hopes that 
patients can benefit immediately. 

The drug works only if it is 
given within eight hours after a 
spinal cord injury. About 95 per 
oentof all spinal cord patients are 
admitted to hospitals within 
eight hours, which means that 
most can benefit from this 
therapy. Bracken said. 

Some patients in the siuay 
reported remarkable and unex- 
pected recovery from serious 
spinal injuries. 

In Phoenix, doctors credit the 
drug with saving Denise 
Shoblom, owner of several 
Arizona broadcast outlets, from 
possible paralysis. 

Ms. Shoblom was taken to 
Kingdom regional medical cen- 
tre in August 1989, following an 
auto accident. Doctors there 
injected methylprednisolone on 
the recommendation of doctors 
at Barrow Neurological Ins- 
titute, one of the centres taking 
part in the federal study. 

Just after the accident, Ms 
Shoblom had no feeling in her 
limbs, but she is now walking on 
her own an$l hopes to make a 
complete recovery. 

"Because this medication was 
given to her within eight hours of 
her injury, she was able Lo 
recover much of her motor func- 
tion," said Dr Volker Sonntag of 
Barrow, “if ithadn't been for this 
medication, she might be com- 
pletely paralyzed today,” 

Much of the improvement 
seen among patients receiving 
the medication was much more 
subtle. Bracken said. 


increases weren't found among 
■ the 321 men with full heads of 
hair or the 273 with receding 
hairlines but not a balding 
crown, said Trevisan, an 
epidemiologist at the state 
University of New York at Buf- 
falo. 

The study, released at an 
American Heart Association 
meeting, is "reason to lose one 
more hair." John Capps, foun- 
der of Baldheaded Men of 
America, said by phone from 
Morehead City, north Carolina. 
“Maybe we need to put our heads 
together on it and work out a 


solution." 

Trevisan and colleagues at the 
University of Naples plan 
research on whether elevated 
cholesterol and blood pressure 
levels actually make bald men 
more prone 10 heart attack and 
stroke. 

"If these data are confirmed, 
they could be at higher risk," he 
said. "Right now. 1 have no 
idea.... these (elevated levels) are 
not numbers that place these men 
in a very high-risk category for 
developing coronary heart dis- 
ease. But this may change as the 
men age.” 


If elevated blood pressure and 
cholesterol also are found in 
other populations. Trevisan's 
sLudy would be considered “a 
breakthrough observation,” 
said Dr Elizabeth Barret-Con- 
nor, chairwoman of Community 
and Family Medicine at the 
University of California. 

Barretl-Connor co-authored 
the study of multipk pregnan- 
cies. 

1 n her study of 1 .275 women in 
Rancho Bernardo, near San 
Diego, she found that the women 
who had at least five pregnancies 
had a nearly 8 per cent drop in 


levels of high-densitv 
lipoprotein, which is believed to 
protect against heart disease. 
There was no drop in the so- 
called "good” cholesterol among 
women with fewer children. 

"Pregnancy may be another 
risk for heart disease, but it does 
not show up until five or more," 
said Barrett-Connor's colleague 
Donna Kritz-Silversiein. 

Like the bald men. the women 
with five or more children 
haven't been followed long 
enough to know if they actually 
will develop higher heart disease 



High Definition TV 

Everyone is 
talking about 


Cash with girlfriend 

Tennis player Pat Cash (left) poses with his Brazilian-born American 
girlfriend Emily Benefit after announcing their engagement March 29 in 
Brisbane. No date for the wedding has been finalised as Cash attempts 
to revive his career after snapping an Achilles tendon in Tokyo last year. 
(Reuter wirephoto) 

Fan breaks into Gless house 

LOS ANGELES, March 31, (Reuter): An obsessed fan armed with a rifle broke 
imo the home of actress Sharon Glessofthetetevisionscries“C agney and Lace” 
yesterday threatened to commit suicide, police said. 

Police marksmen surrounded the house, but Gless was not at home, a police 
spokesman said. 

The woman, Joani Penn, 30, had sent threatening letters to Gless. who played 
detective Chris Cagney in the show, and was under a court order to stay away 
from the actress, he said. 

"We have control. It is just a matter of time before we get her out," the 
spokesman said. He said police went to the home of Gless, 46, when a silent 
alarm was triggered. 


ATLANTA, Georgia. March 
31. (AP): Dozens of screens 
offering crystal clear, larger- 
than-life images of rock concerts, 
boxing matches and surreal 
animation greeted broadcasters 
as the industry's annual conven- 
tion began yesterday with one 
term on nearly everyone's lips: 
HDTV. 

High Definition Television 
commanded centre stage at the 
advanced technology exhibit, 
which launched the National 
Association of Broadcasters' 
five-day convention. 

Dozens of HDTV screens 
offering crystal dear images fla- 
shed alongside displays of high 
definition lenses, fiber-optic 
cameras and special effects giz- 
mos aimed at changing the way 
TV is made and watched. 

A major issue overhanging the 
exhibits is how the disparate 
technology can be standardized 
and marketed in a way that won't 
make the millions of television 
sets now in use obsolete. Conven- 
tion organisers say HDTV 
probably won't be available to 
US homes until at least the. mid- 
dle of this decade. 

“The issues are not so much 
what is technically possible," 
said Michael C. Rau, the NBA's 
senior vice-president for science 
and technology. “Rather, the 
issues are what kind of HDTV 


actually can be achieved, what 
technologies and standards can 
be agreed upon, what tech- 
nologies have consensus." 

Items on display at the conven- 
tion indicates that a lot is tech- 
nologically possible. 

For examt-ie. the towering 
pioneer cube system that greeted 
visitors yesterday with an ultra- 
sharp broadcast of a rock concert 
made it clear that TV can look a 
lot better than what most people 
see in their homes. 

Cube utilised a bank of 12 40- 
inch HDTV screens, each one 
showing a square portion of the 
larger picture and together 
presenting an image that was 
remarkably clear for a large- 
screen display. 

Drawing a small crowd nearby 
was an exhibit by the Broadcast- 
ing Technology Association of 
Tokyo of "ghost reducer" equip- 
ment designed to eliminate the 
multiple images that have both- 
ered viewers since television's 
infancy. 

The problem occurs when 
television signals are reflected off 
mountains, tall buildings or 
other structures. BTA officials 
said. The new technology elimin- 
ates the problem by adding an 
extra signal at the transmitter, 
which is picked up by a device on 
the TV set and used to filter out 
the distorted signal. 


With SAMSUNG 
^MICROWAVE Oven, 
^Cooking iseasier! 



RE-570D 

Compact-Size Microwave 
Oven with Turn Table 


_0-6 CU.ft- 


This MW made cooking more fun 
because: 

• 60-min. dual speed rotary timer with automatic 
shutoff and signal bell 

• 5 power levels to handle all cooking tasks 

• Convenient push-button door release 

• Easy-toclean ivory epoxy painted interior with 
removable glass tray 
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15m children die every year: WHO ® h °a r ^3 z 

. i <1 varnnated ^ 


GENEVA. March 31, (AP): Fifteen 


million under the aee of five die every year, 
most of them needlessly, a report by the 


World Health Organization said yester- 

da The world health statistics annual said 
vaccine-preventable diseases, acute diarr- 
hoea and respiratory infections were the 
main causes of death among the very 
young, especially in the Third World. 

It said of the estimated 1 1 million deaths 
occurring annually in industrialized coun- 
tries, heart disease was the biggest killer 
(2.4 million) followed by cancer (2.3 
million) and strokes ( 1 .5 million). 


Some 800.000 people in the developed 
world died from "violent causes last year, 
including 180.000 from sucicide and 
170,000 from road accidents, it said. 

The report, which collates 1 989 national 
statistics of most of the UN agency s l oo 
members, pul the annual total of world- 
wide deaths at 50 million. 


It said 3 million people continue to die 
each year from tuberculosis, the dreaded 
19th century killer. An incredible 1.6 
billion people carry the bacteria responsi- 
ble, leading to some lOmilUon new cases ot 
the disease each year, it said. 


One in 20 teenagers and young adults 
contract sexually transmitted diseases 
each year, ranging from genital herpes to 
Aids, it said. 

The report said there were an estimated 
I00,000cases of Malaria world-wide, with 
nearly half the world's population living in 
regions where they were at risk from infec- 
ted mosquitos. 


mosquitos. 

A further 600 million were in danger of 
schistosomiasis, a disease caused by a 
parasite in water snails, it said. 

Despite progress in immunization over 
the last decade, three million children die 


each year because they are not vaccinated 
against diseases such as polio, tetanus ana 
measles, the report said. 

It said two-thirds of the four mflhon 
childhood deaths from dehydration and 
malnutrition caused by acute diarrhoea 
could be prevented by an inexpensive mix- 
ture of salt and sugar solution. 

It said a further four million children 
under the age of five died frompneumoma 


with 

murders 


NEW YORK, March 31, 
(Reuter): Cuban immigrant 
juEo Gonzalez, the jilted' lover 


under me age oi nve aieu iwiu i" 7 ‘“rr accused of setting the devastat- m 
and other respiratory illnesses, in imro mg fire at a Bronx club, was char- s 

World countries the risks were mcreasea . yesterday with 174-Gounts of 3 


World countries the risks were _ 
by low birthweights, poor nutrition ana 
indoor air pollution. 


ANC postpones first 


tal ks with Pretoria 

Protest against the killings in Sebokeng 


$1 00,000 
offered to 
kill cops 
in Bogota 


ged yesterday with 174co\ints of 
murder — the biggest mass mur- 
der indictment in US history . 

In another New York court, 
relatives of three of the fire’s vic- 
tims filed multr-million dollar 
lawsuits agains t the city and the 
owner and the lessee of the budd- 
ing. 

Bronx prosecutor Robert 
Johnson said Gonzalez showed 
“a depraved indifference to 
human life.” • 


The grand jury also charged 
Gonzalez with ai 


arson and the 

attempted murder of his former 
girlfriend, Lydia Feliciano a 
ticket taker at the social club and 
one of only five people who 
escaped the blaze alive early Sun- 
day. 7 .. 







JOHANNESBURG, March 31, (Reu April* 1 , w°uidha v e berate 

demonstrators in a black township. ,bt> lrillinps in Kathrada said the suspension was indefinite. „ . ... 

The talks have been suspends as a protest against the kj gs „ ^ official statement will be issued by the ANC in Lusaka, he told 

Reuters. 


l ne lauts nave oecu aua^uuvw - r — _ , 

Sebokene," said ANC internal leader Ahmed Kathrada. . 

/S least; 1 1 people died after police opened fire on dem onstrators in 

ANC deputy President Nelson 
Mandela had earlier indicated 


the group had to respond to the 
shootings when he visited injured 
victims in Sebokeng hospital on 
Wednesday. 

Hundreds of people suffered 
bird shot wounds when police 
fired on the large crowd protest- 
ing against high rerls and poor 
municipal services. 

The decision strikes a blow 
against South Africa's moves 
towards internal peace and an 
end to apartheid and acceptance 
by the international community. 

No comment on the postpon- 
ement was immediately available 
from the South African govern- 
ment. 

In other developments Man- 
dela's cancellation of peace talks 
aimed at ending South Africa’s 
“Zulu wars" has dashed hopes of 
an early solution to the most 
serious black factional violence 
in vears. 

The fighting between rival 
black groups in Natal province 
has also jeopardised next mon- 
th’s first talks between Man- 
dela's African National Con- 
gress f ANC) and Pretoria. 

South African President F.W. 

de Klerk, alarmed that his 
political reforms may be 
threatened by a rising tide of 
violence, said the conflict had 
reached unacceptable levels and 
his government might be forced 
to crack down. 

“The future of this country 
will not be decided through the 
barrel of a gun he told reporters 
in Cape Town. 

“Ifcertain elements on the left 
and the right continue their 
present course of violence and 
lawlessness the government will 
be obliged to use the full weight 
of its power to restore law and 
order in an unprejudiced way.” 



BOGOTA, March 31, (AF>- 
Police reported yesterday that the 
Medellin drag cartel has offered 
Its death squads $ 100,000 for 
every antinarcotics policeman 

*lvfM»wh 3 e, the army took over 

a town that the mifitaiy says has 

become a do* of killers and where 

even the police departmoit was 
rife with people oc the cartel’s 

payroll- 

1 py j^d Club with a dolor’s 
kftistgwm^aJsoI^pe^ worth of petrol after Feliciano 

jfuvd Ann nf Hip cniwlTV & rCoCl ( liini 


Lydia Feliciano, (second right).formef V • - 

_say confessed to starting t - i 


Eighty-seven people died in 
the fire, the biggest mass murder 
in US history. Gonzalez was 
charged with two count s of m ur- 
der for each of the 87 victims. 

Police said the 36-year-old 
Cuban set the fire at the illegal 



Mandela Heft) accompanied by his wife Winnie, consoles a weeping victim at Sabokang hospital. 5 sll0t 

1fur,ng r^nm^»tteb,^n Soulh African riol police and ami-apartheid activists. (Reuter wrephoto) 


Mandela was to deliver a mes- 
sage of peace today in Bisho, a 
small town in his native Ciskei 
tribal homeland, one day after he 


cancelled a meeting planned for 
Monday with chief Mangpsuthu 


Buthelezi, leader of the Zulu Ink- 
atha Movement. 

But Mandela's impassioned 
pleas for peace, ignored by har- 
dline ANC cadres, may not be 
enough to restore order in Natal, 


scene of the worst upsurge^of 
black violence in years. 

Political leaders and hard- 
pressed villagers had pinned 
their hopes for a peaceful set- 
tlement of the Natal violence on 
Monday's meeting between 
Mandela and Buthelezi. 

More than 36 people have 
been killed, scores of houses 
burnt and hundreds of people 
injured since Tuesday night in 
the factional strife between the 
conservative Inkatha Movement 
and supporters of the United 
Democratic Front (UDF), an 
alliance of groups supporting the 
ANC. 

An ANC statement said the 
organisation's Natal leadership 
had advised Mandela that Mon- 
day's joint rally with Buthelezi 
would not be helpful. 

“Mandela said he had been 
informed that a joint rally will 
not be appropriate at tins time 
because the people are still very 
angry and there could be a blood- 
bath on that day," Buthelezi told 
state television. 

Residents of the six battie- 
weary townships surrounding 
the Natal's provincial capital of 
Pietermaritzburg had said they 
believed the rally could help to 
end the fighting. 


SA unbans Mandela’s 

book, anti-apartheid film 


JOHANNESBURG, March 31, (AP): The 

board yesterday lifted the ban on the autobiography of Hack leader 
Nelson Mandela and the anti-aparthdd mo^e,“A Dry 
The publication appeals board said Mandela s book. The Straggle 
is My Life,” now is “part of the accepted political rhetoric in South 

Africa. The board had banned the book three years ago. 

Mandela was released Feb 1 1 after 27 years m prison for tos role m 
launching the bombingand sabotage campaign ofthe African National 
Congress. He continues to support the ANC s armed struggle, which 
has been largely dormant in the past year. , , . . 

As far as the principle of armed violence is concerned, (Mandela s) 
standpoint is so well known that it is unlikely it will change the outlook 
of the reader toward political violence,” the appeals board said m its 

^ Other books about Mandela and the ANC have been available in 
South Africa for several years. . „ 

The board also unbanned “A Dry White Season, a US- made film 
based on the anti-apartheid novel by South African author Andre 

Bl The film, featuring Donald Sutherland and Marlon Brando, was 
screened at a South African film festival last year but was ban ned from 

^TTiefto concerns a series of injustices suffered by a black family at 
the hands of white authorities. A white teacher, played by Sutherland, 
becomes involved and unsuccessfully seek redress through the courts. 

Another anti-apartheid film, “Cry Freedom," is scheduled to re- 
open in South Afnca on April 27. . 

The board approved the film in July 1988, but police had 
confiscated it from theatres the day it opened, saying it posed a threat to 
public safety. 


Anti-nuclear 
protest in 
Nevada site 


MERCURY, Nevada, March 
31, (UPI): More than 100 
demonstrators protesting 
against nuclear weapons testing 
were arrested yesterday for 
blocking the highway leading to 
the main entrance to the Nevada 
Lest site. 

Nevada highway patrol Capt. 
Glenn Jewett said 69 people were 
arrested on misdemeanor 
nuisance charges yesterday mor- 
ning when they staged a sit-in on 
the highway, several miles south 
of the main entrance. 

Another 38 people were arres- 
ted for trespassing several hours 
later when they crossed the cattle 
guard at the entrance and step- 
ped onto the top-secret govern- 
ment property. 

US Department of Energy 
officials said the demonstration 
blocked all northbound highway 
traffic, including vehicles carry- 
ing workers to their jobs al the 
nation's only nuclear- weapons 
testing ground, for about one 
hour and backed up traffic for 2 
miles (3.2 km). 

The group American Peace 
Test sponsored the demonstra- 
tion. 

The activists were taken to jail 
where they were fingerprinted, 
photographed and released, said 
American Peace Test spokes- 
woman Katherine Dress. 



dead. One of the country’s rebel 
groups, the People’s Liberation 
Army, declared a trace in its 

armed struggle. 

Police said they learned from 
intercepted communications that 
Medellin Cartel leader Pablo 
Escobar, in ad£tion to setting 
bounties for the deaths of antinar- 
cotics police, offered to pay 
$ 4,000 for every other poficeman 
trilled in Bogota and Medellin. 

The cartel also planned to blow 
up a Bogota police headquarters 
with a dump truck loaded with 
dynamite, the federal judicial 
police said. 

Escobar was heard offering new 
attacks in retaliation for the 
government's renewed antidrng 
offensive, said CpL Ehae Patino, a 
spokeswoman for the national 
judicial investigative police. 

The administration of 
President Virgilio Barco renewed 
extraditions of drugs suspects on 
, Wednesday after a^two-month 

; N ‘lapseT Fernando GtSioTez, 29, 

** was sent "to the US state of 

Arizona to face drag trafficking 
imdmoney laundering charges. 

The cartel leader also ordered 
his men to send a damp track fiBed 

with 1,100 pounds (50 kilograms) 
of dynamite from Meddfin to the 
capital of Bogota, Patino said. 

Police did not know the 
whereabouts of the trade bomb. 
Patino said the cartel might target 
government installations since the 
plot against the judicial police 
headquarters had been uncovered. 

She said Escobar also has sent 
grenades and assault rifles to 
Bogota to renew a terrorist offen- 
sive. The attacks began last 
August and ended Jan 17 when 
traffickers declared a trace, offer- 
ing to surrender in exchange for an 
aid to extradition. 

The government’s extradition 
of drag suspects grounded to a halt 
four days later and was renewed 
only after widespread charges 
that Barco was negotiating with 
traffickers. 

Barco on Thursday said there 
had been no such negotiations and 
announced that the town of 
Envigado, Escobar’s reported 
centre of operations, was under 
the control of new civil and 
military leadership because of sus- 
picion it was being ran by drag 
cartel loyalists. 

The National Security Council 


Happy Land was a fire hazard, 
ordered shut by city officials 16 
months ago. The Puerto Rican 
families who filed for damages 
yesterday say the city failed 


either to close theclub or enforce 
its own order to vacate. 


The suits claim the budding's 
owner and lessors also knew 
about the safety violations but 
failed to dose the club.. Among 
those defendants is Jay Weiss, 
husband of actress Kathleen 
Turner, who leased the building. 

Gonzalez came to the United 
States in the 1 980 Mariel boatlifL 

He lost his job as six months ago 

and Feliciano, threw him out of 
their flat three months later. 


WASHINGTON, March 31, 
(Reuter): Secretary of- State 
James Baker vowed yesterday to 
resist isolationist pressures for - 
the United State: to lower its 
international profile because of- - 
the easing of East- West tensions. 

Referring to the renewal ofthe 
age-old detetewithinthe United 

States over what its international 
role should bfe/ Baker said in a : 
speech in Texas that the world 
still needed American leader- 


... there is no subsfitute'f<>r r . 
American leadership." ; . . 

Senior officials said feolation- 
ist sentiment was becoming ^ ' 7 -■ x 
serious concern for the admims- 
tration of President Gebqre^ 
Bush, which has scored mostof^ 
its suixesses iir foreignrather: 
than domestic policy : - . i . '/;■ ’ . i: 


ship. The text of his speech was 
rp*df» available-' to reporters in 
Washington. ..... 

“Now that Ihe adversanes of 
democracy areweaker.some say 
we ishould retire, nusrionaccoinr 


-• ’ “The speech is a jmrt H ah :- ; 

' effort which I think ‘we will fee 
making more of in the futiire.td Ipj 
, try and effect a debate at honker * - • 
said .one senior State ptfruk-s, 
ment official.' j- .)'%&■: 

■: ‘Tfao nption-is.timt 

■ the - changes ■ ■ in t ernati onm^, v 
' we’re also Taring .'a changed, , 
debate at homa... whetiaer lt'p^r . 


nJLshedTto tend ourppHjtenB'at debate St bqma>.; w 

“I am not among them. lathe how the UmtedS tates leadership 


Rival blacks battle: Residents Ol Ashdown black township watch i white UjrtjWfhs slags an attack on a 
stronghold ot another black political movement. (Heu ter wi rephoto) 


als o ordered the disma n tling of 
Medefhn’s rivOian police force, 
which had been organised by 
Mayor Juan Gomez Martinez. 
The council said that from now on, 
only forces controlled by the 
National police would be allowed 
to operate in the city of two million 
people. 


In the last two weeks, 18 mem- 
bers of the town’s security forces 
have been arrested, and nine have 
been formally accused of carrying 
out assassinations for Escobar. 

Seven leftist guerrillas belong- 
ing to the National Liberation 
Army and three soldiers were 
killed in two battles Thursday, 
according to official commun- 
ities. The fighting occurred in the 
northeastern dty of Bucaraman- 
aga and in the western town of 
Trujillo. 



Strict abortion law vetoed: The'-go w^rf , 
Idabo vwbafca.bni on Friitey?hOTould*iitei|h»«™l 


' Idaho governor Cecil Andrus said be considered the 

measure coo restrictive. . ■■ . • 

“Its not good legislation. I cannot in good conscience 
affix my signature to its passage.” he told a news con- 
ference. (Reuter) * » * • • 


Dress code for drivers: The dty of Los Angdes, 
seeking to smarten up the grubby nnage of ite umoh 

drivers, decreed a dress code on SjLwiitlSra 
should be at least knee length — and they should be worn 

°t s^kesm^ for the dty comnrissioneresaid he <tidnot 
know now many male cabbies had been dnvmWtmdin 
skins, but doubted that the habit was widespread-- 
(Reuter) * - - : - \ 


US returns $2 million to Panama. The 

United States has returned to Panama just over $2 million .. 
that was confiscated by American noops dunng the 
invasion that overthrew dictator Manuel Antonio 

Noriega, an official said Friday. . 

Marcos Ostrander, chief of US international and 


operational law, said in a letter accom^ymg the tends 
that US authorities did not know to whom belonged, it 


mat uo auuioiiuw u»u “ w -; .j — — 7 i ° • 

was returned to Panamanian officials' due to the torm land . 
circumstances in which it was confiscated,” Elqum San- 
tos, an attorney general's office spokeswoman said. (AP) 


Rodriguez freed by rebels: Norberto 

Rodriguez, brother-in-law orVenezuelan president Carl os 
Andees Perez, was released Friday by suspected rebels 



Indefinite stay 


A judge on Friday stayed the scheduled •exeeutiqB-ol 
convicted killer Robert Harris, who was due nexMuesday 


after eight months in captivity, police said. 

Rodriguez was freed near Tibu, a rural community on 


to become the first person to die in California’s 
chamber in 23 years. - * • 


KOangUCZ Wdb ncai LIW1 l IUU, a LU IU 

the border with Venezuela. Red Cross workers took him to 
this city, where he was to undergo a medical examination, 
police said. . „ . , ' _ 

Rodriguez was expected to travel to Caracas, capital of 
Venezuela, to be reunited with his family, said a family 
spokesman in Cucuta, who declined identification. (AP) 


Federal appeals court judge John Noonan ^ ijrari ted;;- ; 
attorneys for Haaris an Indefinite stay so.thaha tetters^ 7 " 
court could review their claim that his teddefencftdid.nph. f • 
include competent psychiatric testimony, - - 

California Attorney Gerieral John Van De Kbnip said the. 
state was asking the US Supreme Court to dissolve Noon,::. T 
an's order, clearing the way for.the execution .on Tvsalay'-VI_ 


Ignore Reagan’s testimony: prosecutor 


WASHINGTON, March 31, (AP): The prosecutor at 
John Poindexter's trial asked jurors in final arguments 
yesterday to ignore “biased” testimony from former 
President Ronald Reagan and convict Reagan's National 
Security Adviser of Iran-Contracoverup charges. 

But Poindexter's attorney said the defendant had merely 
gotten caught in a political battle between Congress and 
the White House and had done his best to tell as much as he 
could rather than conspiring to hide the affair. 

Poindexter had done his job for Reagan, “the driving 
force behind his actions,” said defence lawyer Richard 
BeckJer. 

Prosecutor Dan K. Webb said in his summation that 
there was “overwhelming evidence ’ that Poindexter lied 
to Congress and destroyed documents to cover up the sale 
of arms to Iran and White House help to the Nicaraguan 
Contra rebels at a time that formal aid was banned. 

The Iran-Contra affair was the biggest government 
scandalto hit the US capital in the 1980s. Poindexter is the 


to ignore the facts. 

Reagan “didn't have the slightest due” whrtbCT Poin- 
dexter participated in the crimes dunged mtboiwlictoeiU.- • 
Webb said. . . • . ■ ■ .' ’ ■ ■ ^.V • ■ 


highest ranking official from the Reagan administration to 
‘inthi 


go on trial in the case. 

Webb ridiculed the defence’s decision to call reagan as 
its “star witness." calling it an attempt to persuade jurors 


All-time high in 1989 


Murders in New York 


NEW YORK, March 31, (Reuter}: 
Murders in New York City hit an all- 
time high in 1989. with 1990 set to 
eclipse that mark if current trends 
continue. 

Police commissioner Lee Brown 
said on Friday that 1 .905 people were 
slain in the city last year, a half a 
percentage point increase from 198X. 
which also set a record. Killings Tor 
the two months of this yea r a re up 2(1 
percent over the same period in 1989. 

Officials said more than two- 
thirds of the murders in upper Man- 
hattan in 1 989 involved drug panes in 


shooiouts. . 

Robberies also increased in 1989, 
rising almost eight per cent to 93.337 
for the highest street crime rate in the 
nation. Burglery and thefts fell, 
however, except for car theft which 
increased 1 1 .6 per cent. 

Brown called the murder rate a 
"public health problem" and said 
federal health authorities should 
treat it as an epidemic. 

Overall, the crime rate in the big- 
gest US city fell by almost one per 
cent, with the biggest drop in larceny, 
which fell by 6. 7 per cent. 


The defence hoped that “just because; (be prerideat ' 
testified you ought to acquit John Poindexter,” WebtsaidlVv? . 
“That defence is an insult to your intelligence.” xi- - 

The eight hours of Reagan’s videotaped testimony,^ 
taken m Febniaryip Los Angeles, was played for tee jury; • 
last week by the defence, which rested its rao> Wwtr»«ilii y 
without calling Poindexter to thestand. ' / . ~- 

Bedder told jurors yesterday that Poindexter, a redned^ - • 
Na vy re ar admiral, wasn’t part of “some grimy tittle,;# 

conspiracy that the prosecution would have you b^Beve.’” - “ 
“We “. a v ' c V m of a concerted action by Congiress, . 
working hand-in-hand with the independent xotmsei »- 
office to try to do something with this pofitial battle”- 
between Congress and the White House, Becklttrafd: 

Reagan's-testimohy, : sayiMf; : - 

Kooalo Keagan didn’t seem to remem her nny thi n^iri this;; • - 
ca«e _ and demonstrated bias at one point by turning and 1 ■. •" 
winJocg at Poindexter. 7x °-. ; V-" ,- ■ - 


Customs agent turned super salesman to nab nuclear smugglers 


SAN DIEGO, March 31. (Kcuter): US 
customs agent Daniel Supnick .turned him- 
self into super-salesman Daniel Saunders 
to catch a gang of alleged nuclear arms 
smugglers by wooing them with high tech 
sales talk while taping them with high tech 
listening devices. 

Charges against the suspects were 
released on Thursday. 

Supnick was called in on the case when 
an Iraqi citizen who owned two British 
companies contacted a San Diego firm 
asking it to supply components needed to 
detonate nuclear bombs, US officials said. 

Kenneth Ingleby, the special agent in 


charge of US customs in San Diego, said 
Supnick spent the next 18 months in the 
guise of export executive Daniel Saunders, 
an aggressi ve type who would stop at noth- 
ing to make a sale. 

Because of Supnick’s efforts, which 
began in September 1988. the Iraqi, Ali 
Ashour Daghir, and his assistant, French 
citizen Jeanine Speckman, married to an 
Englishman and living in London, were 
caught by British police as they tried to 
send what they tnoughL were nuclear 
detonators from London’s Heathrow air- 
port to Baghdad. . 

The detonators were “dummies swit- 


ched for the real merchandise onoe it had 
reached Britain from the United States. 

- Ingleby said Supnick was chosen for the 
job as undercover agent in the “sting" 
operation because of his knowledge of 
high technology and military weaponry. 

During the operation he visited London 
and Baghdad frequently, posing as the 


pushy, stqp-at-nothing manager for fin- 
ance and export of CSl Technology 


aiiu« «. » i Technologies The., 

the San Diego manufactuFerofthenudear 
capadtators which had been approached 
by Daghir. 

In his meetings with Daghir, Speckman 
and three other Iraqis, Supnick wore soph- 


isticated taking devices. .% - •• 

His meetings m London witti the cons-T / 
pirators were also videotap^by agents] ■■ - 
from the US Central Intelligence Agency.;-:, 
and Britain's Scotland -Yard. -V - ! :-:l '• 
An indictment against’ Oaghir nndi 
Speckman on five coun ts was irosealed-m * x 
San Diego Dn Thursday acdiatig t&em off ;'^ ,J 
.conspiring to illegally' export -Tnudlearj. 
weaponry to .. Iraq,. , exporting - that L. 
weaponry from the United Statesi ^nd* V- : . . 
money laundering. - .-3 ’-. ^ ; • J j ;'■■■ •- 

Also charged m “the indidm^ v^T 


three Iraqi employees of the A! Qaqaaj 
stale estabhshinehL : '? s . "• fi . 


hnseriv ' ,■ 


- • • ; . r - i ,, • r *■*.?*: -• •-••• 
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West must yield to Iran on hostages: Hezbollah 

Elnirr . . * V-/ 


31. (Armeies): Tie 

SSstssssass 

1 ’West#! i Stages bdd in UbS^ 

To-ftiU. in an 


southern suburbs, said: "Iran, with iis 
spiritual and cultural presence in 
Lebanon, can use its influence to solve 
the problem of some hostages." 

But he added: “Why should Iran do a 
favour to America or Europe or solve a 
problem for this state or that while the 


isth^fWi *l iw basis of the hostage issue other states are not willing to solve any of 

o f the captors. The issue ,ran ’ snm ^ 7 

should te dmissed at that level in order 
to be solved from its roots." 

Eight Americans and three Britons are 
among those believed held in Lebanon. 

1 outaili. speaking at his heavily-^ 
ded house in Beirut’s Syrian-poli 


Iran's problems? 

“He who wants something from Iran 
should pay the price." 

ToufaiU's remarks followed com- 
ments by other pro-Iranian leaders and 
statements by hostage-takers pouring 

cold water on hopes that the hostages will 


be freed soon. 

An Iranian newspaper sparked 
optimism about the hostages last month 
by calling for their unconditional release, 
saying the West was using the issue to 
tarnish the image of Muslims. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar Rafsan- 
jani said on March 7 that the issue was 
moving towards a solution. An Iranian 
Foreign Ministry official said last week 
that the captives coukl be freed by Jan- 
uary. 

Hezbollah is widely thought to be an 
umbrella organisation that includes kid- 
nap groups, though it denies 


involvement in the abductions. 

“The hostages arc held by security 
groups that have nothing to do with 
Hezbollah or its leadership," Toufaiii 
said. “We only hope this issue ends 
peacefully." 

Toufaiii, former commander of Hez- 
bollah's military arm, the Islamic Resis- 
tance, said the hostage issue was not 
linked to Lhe fate of three Israeli soldiers 
captured by the group. 

“The issue of the Israeli captives has 
nothing to do with the hostage issue ... 
there are no talks whatsoever with Israel 
about its captives." he said. 


Israel last year kidnapped Sheikh 
Abdel-Karim Obeid. a leading Hez- 
bollah cleric, and offered to swap him 
and other Shiite Muslim prisoners for the 
hostages and the Israeli soldiers. 

Islamic Amal Movement leader Hus- 
sein Musawi urged US to give in to the 
Lebanese hostage-taker's condition for 
the release of the hostages. He made the 
plea following reports that he held clan- 
destine talks earlier this week with the 
brother of Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani somewhere in Syrian-policed 
eastern Lebanon. 



US, Israel gain in 
General Assembly 

Name calling eliminated 






UNITED NATIONS, March 
31, (Agencies): The United 
Slates said yesterday it has 
gained, wider acceptance in the 
' UN General Assembly, which 
has virtually eliminated name 
calling aimed at Washington. 

US Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering, in his annual report to 
Congress on UN voting prac- 
tices, also said support for US 
positions has grown in the 139- 
nation assembly. On a key issue 
— continued Israeli participa- 
tion in the world body — support 
continues to grow for the US 
position, he said. 

The usually Third World- 
dominated assembly, in its 44th 
year of existence, has been 
known for virulent attacks 
against Israel, to unseat the Jew- 
ish state, theciosesi US ally in the 
^United Nations. 

In his report, Pickering des- 
cribed the current 44th session of 
the assembly as one of the “most 
constructive in recent history." 

“Name-calling aimed at the 
United States was virtually 
eliminated from UN resolutions 
and documents," Pickering said 
in his report, which was issued 
yesterday at UN headquarters. 

He said member states adop- 
ted more consensus resolutions 
— from 58 per cent of resolutions 
in 1984 to *0 percent 1989. — 
including' on dif&-.st 
the situation in Afghanistan, 
Cambodia,' SouthAirica’shpai^ 
theid policy and a moratorium T 
on the use ofdriftnets. 

Pickering said consensus 
votes, in which member states 
adopted resolutions without a 
vote, have led to an “increased 
cohesion" in the work of the 


assembly and deflected nam e- 
calling inciden ces. 

He said he sensed, more co- 
operation among member states, 
particularly in East-West rela- 
tions as East European countries 
increasingly switched to Wes- 
tern-style democracies. 

Consensus required harder 
bargaining, and the United 
States is “comfortable" with the 
present trend, Pickering said. 

The 232-page report, 
approved by Secretary of State 
James Baker, is an evaluation of 
voting practices m the General 
Assembly and the Security 
Council on issues of special 
importance to the United States. 

It is issued annually after the 
General Assembly finish es most 
of its work from September to 
December each year. Hundreds 
of resolutions are usually adop- 
ted in each session. 

This year's report showed an 
increasing number of countries 
opposed a challenge by Arab 
countries to unseat Israel in the 
General Assembly. Pickering lis- 
ted that opposition as one of 
most sgmncant achievements by 
the United States. 

His comments about increas- 
ing support for Israel were 
echoed yesterday in Congress, 
where assistant Secretary of 
State John Bolton told a Senate 
-Relations Subcommit- 
tee the United States hopes a 15- 

year-okl UN resolution equating .’. 

Zionism with racism can be • 


Jolt on told the subcommittee 
the Soviets, who led the 1975 
General Assembly vote on the 
anti-Zionism resolution, have 
said they no longer support the 


measure. He said State Depart- 
ment officials have met with the 
Soviets four limes to di sc u s s 
repealing the resolution and the 
dialogue will continue. 

Bolton noted that the Soviet 
Union had led the drive for the 
resolution in I97S but said the 
State Department had hoped the 
new Soviet co-operation would 
lead to its repeal. 

But he said talks in Washing- 
ton and Moscow- had failed to 
win agreement on a concerted 
approach towards repeal. Bolton 
added that Moscow had had 
questions that encouraged the 
United Slates to continue to pur- 
sue the matter. 

Told that the talks had been 
conducted at the Soviet deputy 
foreign minister level, New York 
Democratic Senator Daniel 
Palric Moyrihan, a former UN 
ambassador, said higher officials 
should be involved and com- 
plained of “lack of energy” in the 
State Department on the issue. 

Bolton replied: “The Bush 
administration is most serious 
about having this resolution 
repealed.” 

Despite the signs of 
improvement, Pickering said the 
General Assembly continued to 
adopt “one-sided' 1 resolutions. 

The US ambassador’s report, 
which tallied votes by more than 
150 countries on dozens of issues, 
said Israel led all countries in 
voting with the United States — 
voting with Washington 87.5 per 
cent of the time. 

After Israel, the countries that 
most frequently voted with the 
United States were Britain, West 
Germany, France and the Neth- 
erlands. 




France reinforces 
its troops in Chad 

PARIS, March 31, (Agencies): France ordered a “limited reinfor- 
cement" of its troops in Chad yesterday following an outbreak of fierce 
fighting along the Chadian-Sodanese border between Chadian govern- 
ment forces and rebels backed by Libya, the Defence Ministry said. 

Rebel troops loyal to dissident Idriss Deby reportedly have captured 
the towns of Tine and Baha on Chad’s eastern border. The fighting 
broke out Sunday between the Libyan-backed “Islamic Legion” led by 
Deby and troops loyal to Chadian President Hissene Habre. 

Regular Chadian army units are believed to have regrouped at Iriba, 
some 36 miles (60 km) to the west of the Sudanese border. Defence 
Ministry sources said. 

The French statement <£d not say how many more men it was sending 
to the West African nation but indicated it considered the flare-up 

* endangered existing French forces there. 

“Clashes having taken place in the east of Chad, a limited reinfor- 
cement of the Epervier force has been decided,” said. the Defence 

Ministry. .... . , , „ 

The reinforcement was decided “in agreement with the Chadian 
authorities," said the French statement, “in order to guarantee the 
security of French troops present in that region,’’ said the statement. ' 

Libya has denied any involvement in the fighting. Forces loyal to 
Hissene Habre carried out a series of raids into Sudanese territory 
against the rebels in October and November. 

France set more than 2,000 soldiers to its former colony jn 1986 to 
help to fight off a Libyan-backed invasion. 

The E nervier (sparrowhawk) French force was reduced to 1,300 
,. meen last September after Chad and Libya signed an agreement aimed 

at settling their 15-year dispute over the Aouzou Strip. 

But Chad has repeatedly accused Libya of aggressive acts and said on 
Monday that guerrillas of the “Libyan Islamic Legion had attacked 
• two government garrisons near its eastern border with Sudan. Libya 
has denied involvement. 

• ■ Rebels in southern Sudan said yestmday they had dropped their 
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Israelis 

using 

French 

bullets 

PARIS, March 31, (Kuna): It Is 
French-made plastic bidets that 
Israeli troops have been using for 
the last two years to fire nt Pales- 
tinians in the occupied Arab lands, 
weekly magazine “Le Noovel 
Observatenr”, reported yester- 
day. 

The weekly said that it was a 
senior Israeli military official, 
posted at Gaza, who told its repor- 
ter that these plastic bat neverthe- 
less very harmful ballets were 
mamrfacitnred in France. 

Medical doctors and surgeons 
working in the West Bank and 
Gaza strip believe these anti-riot 
ammunition to be responsible for 
the incredibly high number of 
ballet wounds, the magazine 
added. 

Quoting Jurgen Rosendal, the 
Danish head of the Afah Anglican 
Church HositaJ at Gaza, the 
weekly said that plastic ac comt 
only for lOperceathtbecomposi- 
tion of the bullets, winch contain 
70 per cent of zinc and 20 per cent 


They have to be handed with 

care, and even thoogfa they have to 
be firmed only from a distance of 
at least 70 metres and can be used 
in only a one shot rifle and not a 
machine-gun type of arm, these 
plastic boDets are as deadly a 
weapon as a metal baDef^ and fur- 
thermore they are not accurate 
beyond a distance of 120 metres, 

But in refugee canqfe that 70- 
metre distance cannot be respec- 
ted and since the plastic ballets are 
moch fighter than real ballets, 
they get carried away by the wind 
aod one never knows which targets 
they wiH H, the soldier added. 

“Le Noovel Obserratenr” 
quoted Yitzhak Rabin, who was 
Israelis defence minister in 
October 198% as admitting at 
that tune that there were more 
wounded Palestinians because of 
these plastic ballets, and wMsag 
“bat that was exactly what we 
were aiming aL” 



Land Day rally 

Above: Palestine Liberation Organisation chairman 
Yasser Arafat gestures during a Land Day rally in 
Tunis yesterday. Below: Two hooded Palestinians 
throw rocks at Israeli soldiers during a clash in the 


West Bank town ot Tekoa. The Land Day is the 
anniversary of the 1976 killing by Israeli police of six 
Arabs in protests over land rights. (Reuter wire- 
photo) 



Turkish kids, father killed: Separatist Kur- 
dish rebels killed a man and his two children, aged five 
ami one, in a village in southeast Turkey on Friday, 
local sources said. 

They said the rebels threw a bomb down the chimney 
of Abdullah Kara’s mud-brick house in the village of 
HDal near Hakkari. Three villagers were wounded the 
same day by a mine planted outside the village, the 
sources said. (Reuter) 

* • • 

Protect Maghreb call: Five North African 

countries asked Western Europe on Friday to give 
North African immigrants better protection and pun- 
ish those responsible for a recent spate or most attacks 
on them. 

A statement by Arab Maghreb U nion foreign mini- 
sters said: “The ministers are deeply disturbed about 
this and ask the European countries where these 
attacks have been perpetrated to take the necessary 
measures to protect the rights, security and dignity of 
the North African community.*' (Reuter) 

• • • 

Probe on Unnva killing: The recent lulling of 
a Palestinian UN refugee official by masked assailants 
m the Israel-occupied West Bank appeared to be 
unrelated to his official duties and a fuller investigation 
is being carried out, a UN spokesman said on Friday. 

“On the night ofMareh 27-28, an area staff member 
of Unrwa (UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees), the camp services officer of Nur Shams 
Camp in the West Bank, Mr Yasser Qozmouz, was 
attained by masked assailants and subsequently died,” 
the UN spokesman said. ( Reuter) 

• « » 

Maxwell ops stake in Modiin: British 

publisher Robert Maxwell has increased his stake in 
Modiin, publishers of the mass-circulation Israeli daily 
Maariv, from 33 to 45 per cent, it was announced 
Friday. 

Pergamon Media T nisi, a British company chaired 
by Maxwell, said Israeli newspaper executive Dov 

Judkowski would represent Pergamon on the board of 
Modiin publishing company. (AP) 

• * ♦ 


112 SPLA rebels killed: Sudan said 112 

rebels had been killed in clashes with government 
forces in southern Sudan. 

An army statement broadcast on state-run Radio 
Omdunxum on Saturday said the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) guerrillas were killed near 
Wau, the capital of the Bahr A1 Ghazal region. It did 
not say when the fighting took place. (Reuter) 

• • * 

N. Yemen to host talks: North Yemen will 
host peace talks between independence-seeking 
Eritrean rebels and the Ethiopian government in Sanaa 
on Sunday. 

Ethiopia has agreed to hold preliminary talks with 
the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF), a rebel group 
fighting for independence in the northern province of 
Eritrea. (Reuter) 

• « * 

Oak meets with Assad: North Korean Vice- 
President Li Kong Oak met last night with Syrian 
President Hafez AJ Assad during which be handed him 
a message from North Korean President Kim E Sung. 

No information was disclosed about the contents of 
the message but it was officially announced that Oak 
had extended an official invitation from President 
Sung to President A1 Assad to visit North Korea. 
(Kuna) 

* • * 

Cult suicide: 4 bodies found: Police said 

they found the gunshot bodies of three women and a 
boy in an apartment Saturday in Limassol, Cyprus. 
They called it an apparent collective suicide prompted 
by the doctrine of a religions cult. 

A police official declined to disclose the names or the 
four, who were estimated to have died lOdaysago.but 
said they were Cypriot- Australians who returned toi 
the island in 1988. (AP) 

* • * 

Yugoslavia, Egypt win: Yugoslavia and 
Egypt won the gold 1< Xgrino" awards Friday in com- 
petitions for radio and television programmes 
produced in non-aligned countries, the Cyprus News 
Agency reported. (AP) 


World Jewry assured 

Hungary will 
extend all help 


NEW YORK, March 31, 
(Reuter): Hungary’s prime mini- 
ster assured world Jewry yester- 
day that his country has elimin- 
ated ail obstacles for its stale 
airline to carry Jewish emigrants 
from the Soviet Union as he 
attempted to stop a controversy 
that raised charges of Hungarian 
anti-Semitism. 

In a letter to the head of the 
World Jewish Congress (WJC) 
here. Prime Minister Miklos 
Nemeth said that among the obs- 
tacles was the general manager 
of the state airline, MaJev, who 
has been dismissed because he 
abolished charter flights from 
Budapest to Tel Aviv and for- 
bade emigrants to take regular 
flights. 

MaJev Director-General Lajos 
Jahoda made his decision after a 
threat from the Islamic Jihad for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
group. But the ban drew fire 
from Israeli and US politicians, 
and from the Hungarian govern- 
ment itself, which complained 
that it was “an encouragement to 
international terrorism." 

With the dismissal of Jahoda, 
MaJev says it is willing to resume 
carrying emigrants on its regular 
flights, although it will not 
resume special charter ones. 
However, El Al, the Israeli 
carrier, is now sending in char- 
ters to Budapest to make up the 
slack and Poland has laid on 
extra flights to carry Soviet 
emigrants. 

In his letter to WJC President 
Edgar Bronfman, Nemeth said: 
“I understand your worries 
caused by the Maiev decision. ... 
May 1 assure you that this 
decision is contradictory to 
government intentions and 
policy. 

“Thisis proven by the fact that 
the minister has dismissed the 
general manager of Maiev and 
has eliminated all obstacles from 
Maiev to carry the Jewish 
emigrants from the Soviet 
Union.” 

Nemeth added: “1 sincerely 
hope that this decision will free 
you of your worry and will prove 


that my government has a clear 
and predictable policy in this 
issue." 

Maiev said on Thursday that 
despite the lifting of the ban it did 
not want to remain the main 
carrier of Soviet Jews to Israel 
and did not want Budapest to 
remain their main stopover.' 

The Islamic Jihad threatened 
action against airlines involved 
in flying Soviet Jews to Israel, as 
it feared many would be settled 
on Arab territories occupied by 
Israel. 

Maiev officials estimated that 
between 1.000 and 3.000 Soviet 
Jews already held Maiev tickets 
to Tel Aviv. 

There are no direct flights bet- 
ween Israel and the Soviet 
Union, which do not have 
diplomatic relations, and 
Budapest is the major transit 
point for the emigrants. 

In Warsaw the Polish govern- 
ment said yesterday it would 
offer “humanitarian aid" to Jews 
emigrating from the Soviet 
Union to Israel via Poland but 
stressed that Palestinians have a 
right to their own state. 

Government spokeswoman 
Malgorzata Niezabitowska 
reiterated the promise made by 
Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz 
Mazopwiecki to the American 
Jewish Congress during his 
eight-day visit to the United 
States, that Poland would not 
hesitate to airlift the Jews. 

“In the middle ages and later 
during the renaissance, Poland 
helped Jews persecuted in other 
European countries," Niezabit- 
owska said. “Poland will not 
decline humanitarian aid to Jew- 
ish emigrants from the Soviet 
Union." 

The Solidarity newspaper 
Gazeta Wyborcza said Poles 
working in the Arab countries 
might become a target of terror- 
ists in retaliation for the decision. 

“The Polish Foreign Minis- 
try fears terrorist attacks on ten 
thousand Poles employed in 
Arabcoun tries and is working on 
methods of protecting them,” 
the newspaper said yesterday. 


Islamic ministers 
to meet in Rabat 

Status of Jerusalem 


RABAT, March 31. (Reuter): Islamic foreign ministers will meet in 
Morocco next week to discuss the status of Jerusalem, which the US 
senate this month called the capital of Israel. 

A Foreign Ministry source said yesterday the Jerusalem Committee 
of the Islamic Conference Organisation (ICO), chaired by King Has- 
san, would meet in Rabat on April 5. 

It will be the committee's 1 1 th meeting since it was set up in 1 975 and 
the first since January 1988. 

The source said the committee, composed of representatives of 14 
Islamic states and the Palestine Liberation Organisation, would review 
Middle East peace efforts and the situation in the occupied territories 
where the Arab uprising is in its third year. 

It would also map strategy to counter attempts to obtain inter- 
. national recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

The US senate passed a non-binding resolution last week urging 
Washington to acknowledge that occupied Jerusalem “is and should 
remain the capital of the state of Israel.” 

Meanwhile in Washington, Secretary of State James Baker, attempt- 
ing to mollify supporters of Israel in Congress, said Jews have the right 
to live both in east and west Jerusalem. 

Writing to Congressman Mel Levine, Baker sought to lay to rest a 
flap prompted by President George Bush's comments earlier this 
month concerning the question of Jewish settlement in east Jerusalem. 

At a news conference in Palm Springs, California, Bush said the 
United States does not believe Jews should settle in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank or in East Jerusalem. That section of the city was captured 
by Israel from Jordan in the 1 967 Mkleast war and then annexed to the 
western part of Jerusalem. 

The United States and most countries refuse to recognise the united 
city as the Israel capital, saying Jerusalem should remain undivided but 
the question of its sovereignty must be determined in Arab- Israeli 
negotiations. 

In his letter, parts of which were made available to the Associated 
Press, Baker said he was “very aware of the great significance which 
Jerusalem has for the Jewish people as well as for people of all religions. 

“Clearly, Jews and others can live where they want — east or west — 
and the city must remain undivided,’' Baker said. 

Israel supporters hailed his comments as heralding a softening of the 
US position on the touchy issue. “We are heartened by this important 
clarification," said the World Jewish Congress. 

ButState Department officials insisted there was no change in the US 
position, which has always supported the right of Jews to live in East 
Jerusalem. Still, previous statements, the most recent one issued by the 
White House on March 9. have spoken about the right of Jews to live in 
all parts of Jerusalem "in the context of a negotiated settlement." 

Baker's letter dropped that condition, and in the tricky and sensitive 
world of diplomatic nuance, the omission was viewed by some as 
significant. 

Bush's unprecedented statement, equating Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank with that in east Jerusalem, set oft a political crisis in Israel 
that led to the fall of the government ofPrime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 


UN chief stepping up efforts to break impasse in Western Sahara conflict 


NEW YORK, March 31, (AP): In a 
diplomatic foray into North Africa this 
week, the Uni teal Nations secretary-gen- 
eral stepped up his efforts to break the 
impasse in the Western Sahara conflict. 

Now that Namibia has gained its 
independence, the UN is turning its atten- 
tion to resolving the 15-year- long dispute 
Over the strategic desert region. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar. whose trip to the 
region last June failed to produce a break- 
through, said that “this time 1 found a 
more propitious atmosphere.” 

He added that, "in a sense, we have 
made a certain progress. But to say that we 
have overcome all the difficulties, that 
would be going a little too far." 

Perez de Cuellar met Morocco's King 


Hassan 11 at a royal palace in RabaL on 
March 25. The UN chief then travelled to 
refugee camps in desolate southwest 
Algeria on March 26 for consultations 
with the Polisario Front — Saharans who 
have been fighting against Morocco for 
independence in the former Spanish 
colony of Western Sahara. 

The Polisario leader, Moharaed 
Abdelaziz. told reporters in the refugee 
camps in Tindouf that the secretary-gen- 
eral’s trip had been "very important and 
cannot fail to have very positive repercus- 
sions on the evolution of events." 

Bechir Mustapha Sayed, the Polisario’s 
second-in-command, said later that Perez 
de Cuellar had “raised the possibility of a 
peace process in the coining months." 


Moroccan and Polisario sources, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, say they 
believe it is now possible to organise a 
referendum to settle the status of the dis- 
puted territory by the end of this year. 

Both sides indicate that the balloting 
could begin within six months after reach- 
ing agreement on an official starting date. 

The Polisario say that Moroccan 
troops, settlers, and administration most 
go, if the election is to be free and fair. 

The Moroccans argue that the UN 
alone would not be able to guarantee peace 
and security in the territory. 

No details of the UN plan have been 
released, but diplomats who have seen it 
say it requires a “substantial" reduction in 


Moroccan forces, without specifyingnum- 
bers. 

A trace is the next step. The Polisario say 
that it must be arranged directly with the 
Moroccans. The Moroccans say the 
secretary-general must call it 

Both sides do agree that only those listed 
in a 1974 Spanish census of the Western 
Sahara are eligible to vote. A UN technical 
leans has now put those 74,000 names into 
a computer, and held consultations with 
Spanish experts who were actually 
involved m taking the original census. 

Moroccan officials have said that they 
agree with the UN position that any non- 
Sahrawis in the territory — “Moroccan 
settlers," as the Polisario call them — 
would not vole. 
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Facilitate loans to farmers, says Mubarak 

Call for higher co-operation with APU 


Charity a priori 



HEAD of the Abdalli Agricultural 
Society, Sheikh Mubarak Sabah A1 Naser 
A J Sabah expressed hope that the Indus' 
trial Bank of Kuwait will facilitate agricul- 
tural loans to fanners and further called on 
the bank to provide more time to farmers 
who have obtained loans to repay their 
dues. 

Sheikh Mubarak stated that the gov- 
ernment introduced agricultural services 
and other requirements to encourage this 


sector — particularly in the field of wheat 
farming and added that enhanced bask 
facfli tades will encourage more fanners to 
develop this agricultural sector. 

He expressed hope that the Public 
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and 
fisheries will increase wheat harvests for 
the current season. He pointed out that the 
harvests of the last season were not 
adequate to cover the need of all farmers. 

He called upon farmers to exert more 


efforts during the Holy Month of 


Ramadan and also for higer co-operation 
with the Agricultural Products Union 
(API/) in the field of marketing their 
products. 


He added that all farmers are keen to see 
increased efforts exerted in marketing 
their products among all Kuwaiti areas. 
He called for opening all market exits in 
front of national agricultural products 


insi de consumer co-operative societies and 
also called for the establishment of new 
sites for marketing partalarty at highly 
populated areas in Kuwait 
He ad vised farmers to lay more stress on 
the agriculture of pabn trees at all fa^s 
and public areas and around houses. The 
official pointed out that the application of 
new and modem methods has assisted 
farmers in overcoming the harsh weather 
conditions and scarcity ofirrigation water. 


during jj amaa 

Project to provide !ftar meals 


ACTING director of Kuwait 
Zakat House Abdul Qader Dahi 
A1 Ojafl has stressed the impor- 
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Jaafar transferred 

THE Minister of Finance, Jas- 
sim A1 Khorafi, has transferred 
Fuad Jaafar from his previous 
post as director general of 
Kuwait Investment Office in 
London to the Public Investment 
Authority in Kuwait. The 


ippoinunent is to be effective as 
sf the middle of this month. 


Meanwhile, the chairman of 
the office in London, Sheikh 
Fahad Mohammed A1 Sabah has 
been asked to perform the mis- 
sions of the director general till 
the appointment of a new 
official. 




No Aids 
here, says 
Roshoud 


tant role played by the bouse 
through the implementation of 



Govt investments 

A MEETING was held at the 
Public Authority for Investment 
presided over by the authority's 
director general Dr Fahd A1 
Rashed and attended by board 
chairman of Lhe government 
investment companies. 

Well-informed sources were 
quoted as saying that the meeting 
discussed the strategy under 
which the relations between the 
investment companies and 
government is defined, and 
efforts to interlink the Kuwait 
foreign investments with the 
activities of the local investment 
companies in their different 
spheres of specialities and expert- 
ise. The move is intended to step 
up their productivity to the max- 
imum level possible based on the 
principle of honest competition. 


Medals awarded 


THERE are no Aids cases within 
the governorates, Director of 
Jahra Health Area, Dr Rashed 
A1 Roshoud said and added that 
this disease appears among 
expatriate manpower and all new 

expatriates go through compre- 
hensive medical check-ups to 
ensure that they are free of the 
disease. 

The official indicated that 
shortly a new centre will be 
established for the treatment of 
body dehydration to combat 
diarrhoea cases specifically 
related to the children of Jahra. 
He pointed out that the main 
reason is u nclean milk bottles 
and not properly washing other 
consumables. 

The officials said that presen- 
tly, Jahra Health Area has a total 
of 350,000 files for medical 


DIRECTOR of the Installations Security and Special Forces at the Interior Ministry, Brig. Yousef Al Mishari 
(above left) gave away medals of duty presented by HH the Amir to a number of officers in the department. 
Assistant Undersecretary for Nationality and Passports, Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al Sabah (below) 
gave away medals presented by HH the Amir to a number of officers in the department. 


The sources also said that the 
meeting was held within the 
framework of recommendations 
adopted by the Joint Economic 
Committee report, adding that 
one of these stresses the need to 
tie Kuwaiti foreign investments 
to local activities. 

The meeting concluded that 
the companies should submit 
their comments on the best way 
to carry out this recommenda- 
tion within three months from 
the da te of the meeting. 


Malaria meeting 

THE Arab Gulf Malaria Com- 
mittee affiliated to The Arab 
Gulf Health Ministers Council 
will hold its meeting in Doha, 
Qatar on April 14th, according 
to an official source at Qatari 
Ministry of Public Health. 

In an interview with Qatari 
News Agency (QN A) the official 
said that the two-day meeting 
will debate the epidemic situa- 
tion of Malaria in the region in 
general and the member states in 
particular in addition to setting 
up the necessary programmes for 
fighting the disease. 

He added that the meeting will 
delate the possibility of benefit- 



patients, and announced the 
start of implementing the health 
card system in Jahra. 

He added that the elderly are 
provided with comprehensive 
health care as they mostly suffer 
from blood pressure and heart 
disease. 

He said that medical errors do 
occur, but these are very 
infrequent and when they do 
occur, a thorough investigation 
is nnHgrtakm to determine the 
facts and if negligence is proven, 
the guilty are pumshed. 

Roshoud said that several 
expansion projects are cnrcrnliy 

andhealth centres and welcome 
theidea of opening priva te clinics 
at hospitals, particularly for con- 
sulting physicians at symbolic 
rents. He said that having consul- 
tant physicians at hospitals is in 
the interest of patients and 
obviates the need for doctors to 
open private dinics outride hos- 
pital areas. _ 


its different Islamic welfare 
projects. 

He told a local daily that the 
house accorded top priority to 
charity projects al home, point- 
ing out that collected aims 
(Zakat) were spent through righ- 
tful channels distributed among 
needy families, used in funding 
different charity and welfare 
projects in KuwaiL 

He said that the house paid 
regular monthly aid in the total 
amount of KD 600,000 to more 
than 900 families, and 156 others 
benefitted from the interest-free 
loans extended by the house. 

AtotalofKD 80,000 were also 
paid to 262 families, which 
included aid to prisoners’ 
families in the amount of 
KD 50,000, stressing that the 
house paid considerable atten- 
tion to needy but unasking 
famili es, the number of which 
reached 400. 

The house has had great suo- 
cess in qualifying and training 
able members of needy families 
in vocational skills to turn them 
productive and able to support 
their families. Five such training 
courses were held during 1989 in 
which 130 housewives par- 
ticipated. 

He added that the house finan- 
cially supported private Zakat- 
collecting committees to enable 
them to better perform their 
duties, and that a total of 
KD 180,000 were paid to 15 such 
committees in 1989, and 
KD 123,000 were paid to local 
social welfare societies. 

The house received moral don- 
ations from charity-givers and 
donors, individuals and com- 
panies for distribution to the 
needy, and a total of 12216 
families with 85,000 members 
benefitted from these donations 
in 1989. 

Breakfast meals 

The house also collected Fitr 
Taicat last year which was dis- 
tributed among 333 J families 
with 23225 members, and the 
material distributed included, 
rice, meat and-powder milk. 

The house also funded the 


these projects included the con- 
struction of schools, orphan- 
ages, production centres, 
mosques, Islamic centres, shel- 
ters, water wells and others. 

Projects 

The house also sponsored the 
implementation of the sacrificial 
meat projeci in 12 county «ot 
the world where a total of 10975 
meat sacrifices were distributed 
g mmig more than 300,000 peo- 


P Ojafl said that 275.000 break- 
fast meals were offere d to 

Muslims in eight countries, stres- 
sing that the house also offered 
relief aid in the amount of 
KD 254, 000 to J 6 different coun- 
tries, including Palestine, the 
Sudan, Mauritania, Lebanon, 
Afghanistan, South Yemen and 
others. 

He urged donors, (individuals 
and companies) to donate freely 
to (he house to enable the fund- 
ing of more different Islamic and 
humanitarian projects. The 
house sent 40,000 .letters 
seeking contributions to the 
house budget from different Gulf 
states. 

He said that there were special 
boxesat the house to ooliecr don- 
ors' deposits and financial con- 
tributions, adding that the house 
kept a special fund for the 
implementation of permanent 
charity projects, stressing the 
important role of the informa- 
tion media in supporting the 
efforts of the house and urging 
■ people to make contributions to 
itsbudget. 

On the other hand, the director 
of public relations and informa- 
tion at Zaira i House Abdul Rah- 
man Al Kandiri has said that 
Zakat House . will receive Fitr 
Zakat (alms) from Muslims 
round the dock at building No.l 
of Zakat House. People who 
want to pay their Zakat can 
phone tire house which sends a 
representative to collect Zakat 
from them within 24 hours. He 
added that house received 1518 
persons during last month and 
773 of them came for (he first 
time to ask for donations or sup- 
... port.. /..*■ 


ians in the occupied laads to 
develop the services: ttoeL .ife 
added that thecomrai tteeqflfered 
ten ambulance caravans' and: 
one costs $79,000.20 hraS& 
centres each one costing about 
$45,000 are also planned- , ^ 
The committee raid S5( 
maintain Hassan Bek mosque 
Jaffa, and Al J azzar jmOsqae fc 
Acre as well as rome'. Islam/- 
utilities in Jerusalem. ‘Tfre cwa- 
mittec maintains 372 orphans** 1 ' 
Palestine that cost a 
KD 5580 a month. Eachc 
costs KD1 S a month. 7 Ho 
that committee establish^ —re- 
fund of Palestinian studentslast 
Ramadan .to maintain Palestin- 
ians students whoV leave 
Occupied Palestine to student 
foreign universities and' whose 
families cannot pay tfie fett 
because of the uprising inside 
Palestine. The fund giants mon- 
thly support to 152 Palestinian: 
students who study in 14 eoiw»; 
tries, he said. Z 


Obligation • 7; r , . , 

Yousef Jassem Al Hafli v chair- 
man of the Islamic International 
Charity Organisation hassaid 
that the organisation's primary 
function is to serve Muslims 
everywhere in the world, a taSk 
implemented under thematic 
‘Pay a dinar to save a Muslim.’ T . 

He told a local daily that the 
or ganisa tion did not exisi as a 
substitute for other Islamic 
establishments and agencies,- 
adding that it earned- out iitfi 
Islamic obligations inco-qpera- 
tion with these agencies. 

He said Muslims formed the? 
majority pf population in -36 of 
the poorest countries in the 


world, pointing out that around 
50 milli on Muslims is Ban-, 
gjadesk live in nriserabte condi- 
tions. v "j 

Hajp said- tlmrtlte- organisa- 
tion was currently endeavouring 
to raise one bilHorf dollars as 
capital for investment nr various 
economic social ^pheres 'to b? 
spend in : different welfare 


He indicated that a computer provision oflftarmeals to fasting 

system will be utilised at jahra. Muslims during the month of 


Paci may number all houses 


Hospital to speed up work 
measures. In an innovative 
move, the employees will receive 
their salary at die Jahra Health 
Area instead of going to the min- 
istry buflding as of next month, 
the official said and added that 
Jahra wifl be the first area in 
Kuwait to implement this pay- 
roll system. 

A special budget has been 
designed for expanding the Jahra 


THE Public Authority for Civil Information (Pad) 
is about to complete a number of different projects 


during the next few months to develop its various 
services and keep abreast of all (manges and 


services and keep abreast of all 
developments. 


council and the plan will be 


A local daily said that one of the Pad projects 
involves the numbering of all houses, buildings and 
fiats in the state of Kuwait, whereby these numbers 
will be used by citizens and residents to have their 
transactions processed by the Pad personnel. 


ana me position or tne volunteer 
Fund for financing relevant 
programmes in addition to co- 
ordination among local commit- 
tees in the member states. 


The paper added that the next few months will 
also witness the inauguration of the new dvfl ID- 
cards distribution centre, in Sharq to repalce the 
existing centres in Hawally and Farwaniya. The 


distribution process at the new premises will be - c . , . 

highly facilitated and sped up through the use of year-plan which has been 
com/ntens. g>prov«l by the Mnustry of 

Travel ban Public Health and the ministers 

Pad will also implement a project with the co- coum^and the plan will be 
operation of the Civil Aviation directorate-general, 

and border authorities whereby the civil number of Rc^oud said thattwo doctors 

each individual will be used instead of their names to w “* , hospital 

'avoid confusion of people with the same names who ca5ua * ties se ^ tl0IlT “ lstead of one 

have been banned froni travel ff at I*®**' to render semces to 

The paper said that under this project special lh *. increasing number of 
computer terminals linked to the Pad network will P 3 -? 118 ' _ . . ....... 

be supplied to the authorities at exits of the country . ‘ *\ e v!} cl . 

to provide them with access into the personal civil decade of the nineties wtJJ witness 

number of the person in question, and son out the grrat developments m the gover- 

probiems caused by the confusion of similar names. pmrat utilities and buildings 


Ramadan in 49 different 
mosques and the total number of 
meals offered was 135,600 for an 
average daily number of ben- 
eficiaries of 4520 in the total 
value of KD 113,000. 

Additionally, the house also 
sponsored the implementation 
of the sacrificial meat project 
inside Kuwait whereby a total of 
648 sacrifices were distributed to 
11 74 families. The house also co- 
sponsored the 'Clothing of 
Orphans’ project with the Minis- 
try of Awkaf and Islamic Affaire, 
from which the total ben- 
eficiaries reached 1 667. 
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casualties section, instead of one 
as at present to render services to 
the increasing number of 
patients. 

The official said that the 
decade o f the nineties will witness 
great developments in the gover- 
nment utilities and buildings 
including the Kuwaiti 
individual. Particularly, many 
hospital sections will witness 
expansions soon and in this con- 
nection the maternity section will 
receive 60 additional beds to 
cater to the increasing number of 
maternity cases in the gover- 
norates. 

Roshoud said that another 
plan was designed to expand the 
paediatrics section which is wit- 
nessing heavy demand on 
services. 


wo doctors Ojafl added that 24 people 

he hospital were provided the opportunity to 

tead of one perform haj at the expense of the 

‘services to house due to their poor financial 
status, while the bouse also 
provided 12 water coolers in dif- 


proviaea u water coolers m an- 
ferent places in KuwaiL 

He highlighted the great suc- 
cess achieved on the Orphan- 
Sponsoring project under which 
16661 orphans were sheltered by 
a total of 12320 sponsors up to 
the end of 1989, as the value of 
donations received for this pur- 
pose by the boose totalled 
KD 730,000. 

The house had since its establi- 
shment sponsored the execution 
of 1055 projects abroad of which 
358 were contracted in 1989, and 
the total cost of projects 
implemented during 1989 rea- 
ched KD 1,064,000, majority of 
which came from donations and 


The- house ^supported; 

; families doring last montlr 
(February). Sociologisls af the - 
house via ted . 182 families last 
month to study their situation. 
The bouse paid costs of 28 air 
tickets to non-Kuwaitis _ who 
were deported from Kuwait and 
did not nave money to pay then- 
own tickets, he said. 

Palestinians ... 

In a related development the 
head of Palestine Chanty Com- 
mittee at the- Islamic Inter- 
national Charity Organisation 
Dr Amin Al Agfaa has said that 
the committee has began a 
charity project to finance Iftar 
meals for Palestinians . in 
occupied Palestine during 
Ramadan. He added that these 
means cost KD15 for the whole 
month. The committee also 
supervises another project to 
provide Palestinians with food 
through food parcels sent to 
them in co-operation with 
UNRWA. 

He added that each parcel 
costs about three dinars and it is 
enough to offer baric food for 
each person in Palestine for one 
month. He added that the com- 
mittee supports all Zakat com- 
mittees in Palestine beside 
Islamic societies there. Produc- 
tive projects are also carried but 
which ensure seff-suffiriency for 
Palestinians in the occupied 
lands like farms, carpentries, 
dairy factories and tailor shops. 
The committee also maintains a 
large number of orphans . 
specially children of martyrs. 

Dr Agha pointed out that the 
committee began a project to 
offer health services for Pakstin- 


[m. . He said that theproviripH d£ 

• raid and (H^todtepoor Mushm 

■;?’ '. ' c ormnnnr tiesKcimskiei^aiype: 1 

it*r" 


under severe conditions ai^ raf- 
- feting. ! • ■ ■ ; = : - - v : • ) . V • ' 

He pointed out that poverty, 
malnutrition, flfiteracy, J unon- 
ployment ami starvation wer« 
among the common affifictions^ 
of Muslmcommumties bdlh ut 
thewest and tfieeasL, .r .. ; 

Hesaid thaftheoxgamsatiOT is ; 
working ^hard to put aaenitp. 
these pfights, pointing but^ ^ thaL 
the performance of , good deeds is- 
a rdigious injunction tiiat must; 
be carried but by afl Muriiniri: ^ i 


He said that of the fiuu^ons , 


and responsibilities undertaken. 

^ the organisation Ls the launch- 
ing and funding of charity 
projects of agricultural, commer- 
cial and industrial . nature 
wherever needed in the Iriannc^ 
world, and spreading Goa’^ 
religion on earth throuj^f afl,- 
avaflaWe audio-visual and bnfl'i 
means. • :''.i 

He said that the. ozgamsation t 
also assigned qualiSekl 
scholars and teachers to take.- 
over the responsibthtyof spread*; 
ing teachings of Islanun the- 
worid, and also frmded the; cinir' 
struction of social, health and 3 
religious centres wherever 


He added that th e maintinc ; 
operations of the orsazusathri 1 
rested on the task of firstly; the 
raising and development oft 
funds and donatiozwproviriocof’ 

finan c i a l aid and knplemarta-- 
tion of public smice- prc^ccts^ 
while stepping up lucratiye x 
investment enterpnscs tb keep- 
steady growth of needed fiinds. f 


Bakeries working round the clock 


SALES and Marketing Manager at Kuwait Bakeries and Flour Mills 
Company, Add Al Zokair said the company has made available large 
quantities of'Reqaq” bread which is highly in demand during (he Holy 
Month of Ramadan. The bakeries remain in operation round the 
clock be said. 

The official said that the duly average sales of Arabic bread during 
Rama d an amounted to 2250,000. He indicated that sales of bread 
increases during winter and school season and drops during summer 
and the travel season. 


lactones — eight of which manufacture Arabic tread and the 
European. 


He said that a number of automatic bakerieswill be ertabfishedinthft 


particularly at Al Qurain area due to the hie 
Another plan is to establish another bakery in 
residents needs there. 


SStS; 90 per cent of food companies in Knwait 

wove their bread from the company products directly add lhe 
comnanv is imrinnatinn .... r - .. uu,i T 


Zokair said that unsold bread are sent to the Returns Selling Centre 
located in Sbuwaikh and are resold as livestock fodder. He said that 
Kuwait Bakeries and Flour Mills Company has a total of 9 bread 


! market. 




- acsignated for selling bread acco-o 

societies will open during the morning and evening periods. 
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Industry maintenance costs exorbitant: Zamel 



Sh!i«iK AC V n f D l reclor -Gencni] 0 f AS 
l^lusuwl Authority, Abdul 

organised by the authority to debate a 
questionnaire on the feasioilty of ettabli- 

wlS of IS H -S fcs ^ p r ° r maintenance 
d,rfic “ ltlcs of maintenance 
national plants. 

Al^ilSE? 41 T^ led to plant. of 
ai Shuatba authorities incur exorbitant 


70pc plants have no programmes 


com s for maintenance and he called lor the 
establishment of a central workshop for 
carrying out the needed maintenance 
He said that some Kuwaiti plants 
expend about 25 per cent of their budgets 
on maintenance. He referred to a study- 
prepared in this connection by the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial Consulting 
(GOICi over establishing of central main- 
tenance workshop in the industrial areas 


of the Arab Gulf countries. This study, he 
said, was bused on a sample constituting 
ten plants in the region and clarified that 
the study indicated that there are no 
specific programmes for maintenance at 
most of these plants. 

He added that the study showed Lhat 
about 70 per cent of plants have no specific 
programmes for maintenance^60 per cent 
follow several methods and 54 per cent 


were maintained by in-house employees. 

The seminar was attended by Naser A1 
Ajecl. deputy director-general of the auth- 
ority for financial and administrative 
affairs and the Deputy Director-General 
of Planning Affairs and Development. 
Abdul Aziz A1 Ahmed, in addition to the 
Head of Development Planning Depart- 
ment Dahi AI Fadli and Director of Tech- 
nical Services. Mohammed Rushed. 
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Fish galore at the market but fishermen are disappointed with sales. 


Fish prices drop as buyers stay away 


By Fares Al Salman 

DURING the Holy Month of 
Ramadan most people tend not 
to eat sea food particularly fish 
because it is heavy for the diges- 
tive system and causes thirst and 
dryness. 

0 Due to the low demand of sea 
food in general and fish in par- 
ticular prices have dropped and it 
seems certain that it will decline 
further. 

Hass an Al Tammimi a shop- 


per at the Shuwaikh fish market 
said that due to low demand 
almost every type offish is availa- 
ble in abundance. He com- 
plained that despite the drop in 
demand fish prices arc still high 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. He indicated that one 
kilogram of Zubaidi is sold at 
KD2.000 and Hamour is sold at 
KD 1.000. The price of these 
varieties are the same even when 
it is noi Ramadan. 

Ali Zaki Husain considered 


fish prices low. He added that 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan f asters prefer to slay 
away from fish. He indicated that 
fish prices drop almost to half 
during Ramadan of each year. 
He expected a further decline in 
the prices of fish at Shuwaikh 
Fish Market particularly during 
the middle of Ramadan. 

Salem Saleh Thiyab said that 
nobody can judge whether fish 
prices have already declined but 


looking aL past experience, fish 
prices decline during Ramadan. 
He said that Tasters would rather 
concentrate on other roods dur- 
ing Ramadan because fish has a 
tendency to cause dryness and 
therefore the body would require 
more water. 

On the other hand, Moham- 
med Nayef, a fish dealer 
indicated lhat fish sales during 
Ramadan drop a loL. He added 
he knows from previous 


experience that most people 
prefer to eat meat and poultry 
rather than sea food and fish 
during Ramadan. 

K. a them Abyat indicated lhat 
most fishermen don't go fishing 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan the reason local mark- 
ets will witness a decline in fish 
supplies. He added that despite 
scarce supply fish prices will 
decline during the coming weeks 
of Ramadan. 


Environment 

department 

measuring 

pollutants 

THE “Projects ‘ Enwnm^'iaV- 
Studics .Section aith^Enwroi^-, 
mental Protection Department 
at the Public Health Ministry has 
reportedly studied the environ- 
mental impact of a number of 

f ojects sponsored by different 
ivate and public agencies. 

The project includes the 
study and planning of East Seif 
area, for which department per- 
sonnel carried out studies aimed 
at calculating the volume of 
pollutants emanating from the 
burning of different types of fuel 
in Doha east and west water and 
power plants, using dima tic data 
needed from the Rabiya station. 

Levels 
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Results arrived al showed the 
concentration level of carbon 
monoxide and nitrogen oxides 
measured at varying lengths 
from the source of pollution, 
(chimneys) on different locations 
from the study ate, were within 
_ .... the limits permitted at average 
.. 'Sand maximum wind speed rates 
^ which commonly hit the country. 

Moreover, the vol ume of gases 
emitted from the burning of 
automobile fuels, which come 
first among air pollutants, par- 
ticularly carbon monoxide and 
nitrogen oxides. 

Other measures dealt with the 
, . projected volume of traffic noise 
.&?• and recommendations adopted 
••■J as to ways to reduce the high level 

of underground water and 
related effects. 
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Nasser receives UK envoy 


Social Affairs and Labour Minister, Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al Ahmad received at his office recently the 

new United Kingdom Ambassador to Kuwait. 


Plan to control smugg ling 

Be alert, residents warned 


- .1 .* ii> 
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Indian exams 

PUNJAB University Examipar 

j. uonsforBA/B.Com./MAjwllbe 

held at Indian em^yp«^js“ 
ipl/l' with effect from 4th April ^W0. a 
press release from the Indian 
-.V embassy said. The exams will be 
" held as follows: 


.w r.‘r 


BA I year/ BA parr III (Pass 
course)/ B.Com I Y ea . r 


0630 


- »■> 


... " °BA ^’year/B.Com II year/ 

MA^I.-nSO-lfSOhrs. 
v-V CoMerned candidates are 
advised to contact the embassy 
immediately. 


THE Governor of Ahmadi Sheikh Ali Sabah Al 
Salem has said that the governoraie prepared two 
plans to control smuggling via overland and marine 
routes, pointing out that the overland plan win be 
completed before the end of this year. 

He told a local daily that Kuwait provided 
undivided attention, support and incentives to 
security personnel to encourage them to perform 
their duties optimally, adding that a number of 
training programmes would be prepared for police 
personnel and citizens during the current year. 

These courses would centre on enhancing police 
skills in the field of security and educate people how 
to co-operate with sccuritymen in protecting vital 
government installations such as oil and other 
Facilities. 

He said Lhat 80 percent of the total auto burglaries 
reported took place in daylight, and the respon- 
sibility rested on the owners of these cars who 
carelessly leave iheir cars open. He added that the 
central reason for thefi in general was lack of paren- 
tal guidance and family failure to educate their 
children in how to be good individuals. 

The go vemorale is co-ordinating with the Minis- 
try of Education to spread awareness and warnings 
against law-breaking, and special efforts have been 
made to nourish the sense of responsibility and 
national allegiance among youngsters, which have 
been so far positively fruitful. 

Security commanders who have long served in 
one area acquire valuable experience and 
knowledge of all the ins and outs of this area which is 
reflected in the effective measures taken to keep law 

an However. the one and only negative result of this 
is the mounting effect of personal connections whic n 
jeopardised the performance of duties. Sheikh 
Salem said. 


He added that the re-circulation of commanders 
in the different areas helped in providing a changed 
scenario to step up their performance and assume 
their duties responsibly and with high integrity. 

He emphasised the important role of rhe newly 
formed governoraie councils, pointing out that the 
mainline function of these councils is to supervise 
the implementation of public services by the 
relevant government agencies and ministries in their 
respective governoraie. These councils are enabled 
by their formation decree to take decision against 
certain negative aspect which would be submitted to 
the governorfor discussion with the relevant gover- 
nment authorities. 

He added that the councils monitored the works 
of ministries and reported shortcomings to the mini- 
ster with recommendations on how best to deal with 
the irregularity in question. 

The official warned against subversive views of 
some who try to spread rumours and instigate 
grudges aimed at disrupting the Kuwaiti fold and 
raising doubts about the integrity of certain figures 
seeking to stir up trouble and disunite close Kuwaiti 
ranks. 

He said that the resumption of parliamentary life 
in Kuwait reflected the leadership's insistence on 
safeguarding the original Kuwaiti traditions on 
shura (consultation) in the best interest of the coun- 
try. which is conducted in an atmosphere of cordial 
dialogues aiming at giving all a fair chance to express 
their opinion within the framework of time-hon- 
oured Kuwaiti regulations and conventions. 

He said that the reason for the frequency of road 
accidents in the governoraie, which become more 
evident during ofF days and week ends, is the 
presence of chalets and private resorts close to 
highways, adding that young drivers were mostly 
responsible for these accidents. 


League 

slams 

anti-Iraq 

rhetoric 


TUNIS, March 31, (Kuna): The 
Arab League has criticised the 
Western campaign against Iraq, 
and said those worried by the 
prospects of Iraq's nuclear 
capabilities should at least show 
the same alarm over Israel's 
nuclear arsenal. 

The League, in a statement 
released here last night, reaffir- 
med Iraq's right to acquire the 
technologies that befit its econ- 
omic development and pointed 
out the fact that international 
watchdog bodies never com- 
plained about Iraq violating the 
nuclear non-prolireraiion 
agreement. 

Last Wednesday the customs 
authorities at London's Heath- 
row airport seized what was 
alleged to be nuclear triggering 
devices destined for Baghdad. 

Iraq denied the krypton type 
triggers were for development of 
nuclear arms, and rebuffed 
Britain's charges lhat it was 
involved in the attempt to smug- 
gle the triggers. 

The League statement expres- 
sed hope that Britain would exer- 
cise self-restraint in dealng with 
the affair and show considera- 
tion for its relations with the rest 
of the Arab world. 

Plot 

In Kuwait, meanwhile, a local 
newspaper said in a front page 
splash an attack against Iraq was 
being plotted. 

But the paper stressed that 
Iraq was now fully prepared to 
repel such potential aggression, 
be it coming from Israel or any 
other party. 

Israeli warplanes delroyed 
Iraq’s Tamraouz nuclear reactor 
in 1981 as Iraq was preoccupied 
with its war with neighbouring 
Iran. 

Quoting Arab sources in Lon- 
don. the Kuwaiti daily emphas- 
ised that Iraq was now much 
stronger, militarily and tech- 
nically. than it was in 1981. 
indicating that any attack on 
Iraqi installations would be 
intercepted before it reaches its 
targets. 


Block expansionist 
designs: Zanoun 

Jewish conspiracy attacked 


K L 1 W A IT, March 3 1 . 1 K una ): A 
ranking Palestinian official said 
the Soviet Jewish emigration to 
occupied Palestine was too great 
a conspiracy for Palestinians to 
face atone and called for support 
from Arab, Islamic and non-alig- 
ned countries. 

Deputy speaker of the Pales- 
tinian parliament in exile. Salim 
Al Zanoun. told a rally here last 
night the Soviet Union had been 
tricked by the US and Israel into 
allowing' the Jewish exodus to 
Israel as Moscow sought to rid 
itself from the stigma of human 
rights violations. 

Zanoun. who is also executive 
committee member of the PLO's 
largest component Fatah, said 
the So\iet Union should acl 
more seriously to prevent Israel 
from settling Soviet Jews in 
occupied Arab territories. 

Zanoun said the occupied 
Palestine was too small to 
accommodate an additional 
three million Jews w ho are expec- 
ted to arrive in the coming few 
years. 

Referring to Israel's expan- 
sionist designs in lieu with the 
influx of emigrants, the Palestin- 
ian official said "the battle no 
longer concerns Palestinians 
alone ... it's no longer the battle 
for South Lebanon, or (Syrian 
heights of) Golan. It's rather the 
battle of all the Arab and Islamic 
nations," he said. 

Zanoun charged that the US- 
Israeli peace plan of last year and 


proposed elections in the 
occupied areas were designed to 
create a rift among Palestinians. 

But the Palestinian leadership 
dodged the trap, Zanoun said, 
pointing out that the scheme 
backfired cracking the Israeli 
government and bringing down 
the ruling coalition. 

The rally, marking the 16th 
anniversary 1 of the Palestinian 
Land Day. was at tended by Arab 
ambassadors and addres^d by 
representatives of Palestinian 
and Kuwaiti popular organisa- 
tions. 

In a related development the 
Arab League undertook Thurs- 
day night to back and support 
Lhe Palestinians in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip where an unabated revolt 
against. Israeli occupation has 
been raging since Dec 1987. 

in a statement marking the 
14th anniversary of Land Day. 
Lhe Arab League, which groups 
22 slates, vowed that,” the Arab 
nation will back Lhem — the 
Palestinians — and will support 
their struggle and steadfastness 
until they have achieved their 
goals of freedom and peace.” 

The Arab statement stressed 
that Land Day, “represents a 
qualitative jump in the Palestin- 
ian struggle inside the occupied 
home in defence of the land and 
in confrontation of the occupa- 
tion authorities' attempts to 
eliminate the Palestinian iden- 
tity.” 

Meanwhile, Jordan's Prime 


Minister Mudhar Badran has 
renewed his country's support 
for the Palestinian uprising, say- 
ing Jordan and Palestine were 
“the breast and back” of Arab 
resistance to the Zionist expan- 
sionist designs. 

Badran, addressing a massive 
rally marking Land Day, stres- 
sed that the cohesion of the Pales- 
tinian and Jordanian national 
unity was one of the most mean- 
ingful forms of support for the 
Palestinian intifada against 
. Israeli occupation. 

In what appeared to be a 
reference to attempts lo drive a 
wedge between Jordan and 
Palestinians in recent months, 
the Jordanian premier said the 
two sides were now facing the 
"last chapter” of hostile designs 
intended to terminate the Pales- 
tinian struggle and Jordan's 
steadfast posiuon. 

Saluting the intifada, Badran 
said it was a testimony that Pales- 
tinians would continue to reject 
compromising their rights to 
statehood and sovereignty. 

Inviting support for his con- 
trary’, Badran said strengthening 
Jordan "to withstand pressures, 
blackmail and even cajoling” 
was one of the key forms of sup- 
port for the heroic uprising. 

The rally which went into a late 
hour of the night was also 
addressed by Speaker of the 
Palestinian Parliament in exile 
Sheikh Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh 
and other Palestinian and Jor- 
danian speakers. 


KD1 million 
lost in 
another 
bad deal 

ONE more case of great fin- 
ancial loss, estimated at one 
million USS. has been repor- 
ted by a local daily as sus- 
tained by a local company 
and blamed on a mistake 
committed by two engineers 
of Asian nationality. 

■The story has it that the 
Kuwaili company had con- 
cluded an agreement with a 
Japanese company to supply 
it with 25 tons of material 
produced in Kuwait, accord- 
ing tostandard specifications. 

Because of the 
unavailability of one of the 
synthetic materials used in 
manufacturing this material, 
the Kuwaiti company sub- 
stituted the order with a 
similar material and shipped 
to order lo the client. 

Upon delivery of the order, 
lab tests were carried out 
showing lhat the material did 
not reflect, the same specifica- 
tions agreed upon neither did 
it comply with international 
standards. 

As a result of this, the client 
refused to receive Lhe material 
and following lengthy 
deliberauons it was agreed 
that the Kuwaili company 
give up a sum of St million of 
the total value of the deal to 
prevent the client from retur- 
ning the goods. 
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Amiri cable 

KUWAIT, March 3 1 , (Kuna): HH the Amir sent a cable of congratula- 
tions to President of the Republic of Malta on the occasion of his 
country's National Day. 

AEUC proposals 

AMMAN, March 31. (Reuter): The Arab Economic Unity Council 
urged Kuwait yesterday not to quit the group and said it had adopted 
Kuwaiti proposals to improve its performance. 

The 13-member council asked it to “stay with its brethren during 
these tough conditions which the Arab nation is passing through and 
which demand more Arab solidarity.” 

Kuwait said last weekit was leaving the council becaue it had rejected 
several proposals for improvements. 

In a statement carried by the official news agency Petra, the Amman- 
based council said it had adopted all the suggestions. 

These included defining its role to avoid duplication with similar 
Arab organisations, cutting salaries and staff and trimming the budget 
elsewhere. 

Kuwait previously covered nearly a third of the council's budget but 
had failed to pay itsduesforthepastfouryears and now owes more than 
SI .5 million. 

The council, set up in 1 964 to promote economic union, is an Arab 
League institution but participation is optional for league members. 

Help lor Muslims 

KUWAIT, March 31. (Kuna): Board chairman of the Islamic Heritage 
Revival Society Khaled Al Sultan has underlined the society’s deter- 
mination to help Muslims all over the world. 

In an interview with Kuna, Sultan said the society has established a 
special department to defend Islam and noted that the department was 
able to guide thousands of people into embracing Islam. 

He said events sometimes force the society to reserve part of its efforts 
for some countries and cited the establishment of the solidarity commit- 
tee with the Palestinian people to help them overcome their problems. 

He noted lhat the society has established similar committees in 
Afghanistan, Africa, Southeast Asia and in Arab countries. 

Cigarettes analysed 

ABOUT 19,000 samples representing 148 kinds of cigarettes from 22 
countries have been analysed in Kuwait during 1988, a local daily 
quoted a report issued by Environment Protection CouncO of the 
Ministry of Public Health. 

The report said that a routine system had been set up for taking 
relevant samples through the inspection divisions at Shuwaikh Port, AJ 
Sulaibiya Area and international airport. 



Training course 

36 government employees completed recently two training courses organised by the Public Authority lor 
Applied Education and T raining. The Deputy Director General, Homoud Al Mudaf presented certificates to 

the trainees after the course. 
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Saudis urge rebel aid 


A, March 31, 
Saudi Arabia urged 
is Friday to mark Lhe 
fasting month oi 
i by donating money 
edeen rebels in Afgn- 

luty imposed by our 
religion calls on 
of us to back our 
»en brethren.” said 


Prince Salman Ibn Abduios.i/.. 
Governor of Riyadh. 

“The Afghan Muslim people 
are now facing attempts to 
isolate them from their creed 
and obliierale their Musl-m 
identity, but they are deter- 
mined to continue the struggle 
until thev achieve victory, with 
God's will.” he said in a 
statement carried by the Saudi 
Press Agency. 


Saudi Arabia sustains tremendous growth in agriculture 


SAUDI Arabia achieved phenomenal success in the eighties in agricul- 
ture by surpassing the performance of all countries in the world in this 
sector. The kingdom is now poised to sustain its tremendous growth in 
.the production of both agricultural outputs and technology in the 
nineties by launching a number of ambitious and expensive projects, 
according to an editorial in the latest edition of Arab World Agribusi- 
ness. a respected Bahrain-based agricultural journal. 

According to Dr P.K. Pillai, managing editor of (AWA), Saudi 
Arabia has become the world's most dynamic market for agricultural 
machinery, irrigation system, animal feeds, daily and poultry equip- 
ment and fishing gear. The kingdom, he added, not only achieved 
multi-dimensional growth in the farm sector, with self-sufficiency in 
major food items, but has also become a fairly large exporter of a wide 


range of farm products and agricultural machinery. 

According to FAO agricultural production figures Saudi index 
increased from lUOin 1980 to 329 in 1988,229 percent rise or an annual 
average of 29 per cent. During the same period the average world farm 
production rose by just around 17 percent or an annual rate of just over 
2 percent. 

The editorial further commented that over the past decade Saudi 
.Arabia has bee’nengaged in massive investments in beating agricultural 
sector with remarkable results. Investments in the fanning sector 
increased from SR 1332 million during 1976-80 to SR 21.700 million 
during 1981-86. Investments are expected to remain high during the 
new five-year plant 1990*95). It has been reported that “approximately 
S3000 million will be spent to improve Saudi agricultural and food 


processing machinery* during this period. 

The Saudi Arabian Agricultural Bank has been playing a key role in 
the course of the country's agricultural growth by extending loans for 
projects and related farming activities. About SR 755 million was 
allocated during Lhe year 1988-89. New agricultural projects receiving 
bank loans accounted for 29 per cent. A total of 1 51 projects received 
bank loans during this period. 

The report emphasisal Saudi Arabia's performance for investing in 
large-scale agricultural projects as finance is not an obstacle like in 
other developing countries. 

Following the success ofthe recently concluded Saudi Agriculture 90 
Show, international companies are now keen than ever lo invest in the 
kingdom's rapidly expanding agricultural market. 
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Thought for today 


GET your facts first, then you can distort them as much 
as you please — Mark Twain, author. 


Massive arms buildup 


Global detente 
eludes Asia 


TOKYO. (Reuter) - . The Berlin Wall is corning down, Nato and Warsaw 
Pact chiefs fraternise as if the cold war were just a bad dream, yet Asian 
governments ruling half of mankind are heaping still more money on 
the military. 

While politicians in Europe and the United States talk openly of a 
"peace dividend” — the hoped-for saving of massive sums hitherto 
earmarked for defence — there seems little chance of that happening in 
Asia. 

Spending 

Asia's big powers are determined not to lower their guard and China 
and India have both announced big jumps in military spending. 

Continuing tension in North Asia is forcing Japan — Washington’s 
principal ally in the region — to keep up its massive expenditure, while 
South Korea remains locked in confrontation with communist North 
Korea. 


in Indochina. Vietnam says it will reduce its 1 . 1 million-strong army 
to half a million now that it has withdrawn from Cambodia but in that 
country civil war grinds on and Phnom Penh is looking in to enlarge its 
military strength. 

Neighbouring Thailand maintains a high level of vigilance, with 
defence remaining at about 18 per cent of total budget. 

The biggest spending increase is in India, which already has the 
world’s third largest army and the region’s biggest navy. 

In late March Prime Minister Vishwanath Pratap Singh’s govern- 
ment announced plans to raise its military budget to 157.5 billion 
rupees (59.54 billion) for 1990-91. a 21 per cent increase over last year. 

"This increase in defence expenditure is not of our choice. It is the 
direct result of the situation on our borders,” said Finance Minister 
Mad'nu Dandavate. 

While he did not name them, India’s two big defence worries are 
Pakistan and China. 


Disputed 

India says Pakistan is arming and training secessionists in disputed 
Punjab and Kashmir.charees that Islamabad denies. The twocoun tries 
have fought two of their three wars over Kashmir, and New Delhi says 
US arms supplies to Pakistan are a major reason for its own big defence 
bill. 


India's military build-up began under Singh's predecessor, Rajiv 
Gandhi. Western diplomats say Rajiv wanted to make India a domin- 
ant Asian power, with naval control of the Indian Ocean and a 1.2 
million-strong army that could be rapidly deployed in South Asian 
trouble spots. 

Gandhi demonstrated this policy is 1 987 by sending 50.000 troops to 
Sri Lanka to fight Tamil rebels — the last units rebased only in March 
this year. In 1988 he despatched a force to the Maldives to help the 
government there crush a coup. 

India also has a long-running border dispute with China, with whom 
it fought a limited war in 1962. 


Over the past decade China has build up its ability to take part in 
regional conflicts, diplomats in Beijing say. Bul for the moment the 
world's most populous nation seems absorbed by its own grave 
domestic problems. 

Commentators agree the decision by Beijing’s hardline leaders to 
boost military spending more than 15percentinthecoraingyearto28.9 
billion yuan {$6. 1 billion) was motivated less by international concerns 
as bv a need to ensure the loyalty of the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLAJ. 

China’s geopolitical situation improved markedly in 1989 when a 
historic rapprochement with Moscow after decades of hostility 
brought hopes oflowered tensions. 


Crush 

Only weeks later, however, elderly politicians panicky at mass anti- 
govemment demonstrations in Tiananmen Square sent troops into 
central Beijing to crush them, killing hundreds, possibly thousands of 
civilians. 


Since then the official press, tacitly confirming reports of 
unprecedented dissension within the PLA over its new "internal 
security" role, has carried repeated appeals to the military to show 
unswerving loyalty to the Communist Party. 

Along with exhortations have come more funds. "It’s thepay-offfor 
being joyal and true,” said a Western analyst. 

While China looks resolutely inwards, however, Japan looks out 
towards mainland Asia and doesn't like what it sees. 

Invoking what they call an undiminished Soviet threat in Asia and 
fierce tension of the Korean peninsula, Japanese defence officials want 
military spending to remain at a total for the next five years of around 
23.000 billion yen ($147 billion). 


South Korea still spends five per cent of its surging gross national 
product on defence and shows no sign of reducing that figure. Pyon- 
gyang spends 24 percent of its much smaller GNP, 


Seoul, which has long relied heavily on US support for its defence, 

lf-f " ’ - 


estimated lastyearit could becomeself-sufficiemby . 1 996ifit continued 
spending at the same level. 

In 1989. South Korea spent 6,300 billion wo i ($9 billion) on defence 
and economic planners expects this to rise i.. 1990 to almost 6,900 
billion (S9.85 billion. At current rates, the increase barely outpaces 
inflation. 



1496 — Pope Alexander VI forms Holy League with Holy 


Roman Empire. Spain. Venice and Milan, ostensibly to fight 

aly. 


Turks but aimed at expelling Charles VIII of France from 1 taly. 
1683 — Poland forms alliance with Holy Roman Empire 
against Turks. 

1854 — US Commodore Perty makes first treaty with Japan, 
opening two Japanese ports to trade with outside world. 

1877 — Banle Frere is named British high commissioner of 
South Africa with instructions to work toward federation. 
1889 — Eiffel Tower is opened in Paris. 

1 905 —German Kaiser William H’s visit to Tangier sets off first 
Moroccan crisis. 

1913 — Turkey accepts recommendations of great powers for 
peace with Bulgaria. 

1918 — Toward end of World War I, the Royal Air Force was 
founded. Two months later, Britain began bombing industrial 
targets in Germany from bases in France. 

1936 — Britain and France pledge to support Poland if it is 
invaded. 

1941 — Germans launch counter-offensive in North Africa in 
World War II. 

1942 — Japan’s successes in Burma and Andaman Islands 
threaten India’s west coast during World War II. 

1945 — American forces swarmed ashore on the Japanese 
island of Okinawa, to begin the bloodiest and longest battles of 
WWII. 

1948 — US Congress passes Marshall Aid Pact for European 
recovery. 

1955 — Chinese Communist Party begins purge. 

1966— Prime Minister Hendrik Verwoerd’s Nationalist Party 
wins greatest election victory in South Africa’s history. 

1986 — World oil prices dips below $10 a barrel. 

1987 — About 800 leftist guerrillas kill 43 soldiers and US 
military adviser in attack on major Army base in El Salvador. 
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Motives deterrence rather than offensive 


Big arms stockpile in Mideast 


NICOSIA. (Reuter): Iraq’s nuclear aspirations and 
the arms buildup in the Middle East appear aimed 
more at deterrence than offence, military and 
political analysts said on Thursday. 

But they emphasised the dangers of miscalcula- 
tion and confrontation in one of (he world's most 
volatile regions. 

Arab nations, Israel and Iran areestimted to have 
spent around $40 billion on defence in 1988. 
Analysts believe the current level is similar. 

“The underlying reason is one of security rather 
than of threat, deterrence rather than offence,” said 
Don Kerr of the London-based International Ins- 
titute for Strategic Studies. 

Middle East weaponry hit the headlines again on 
Wednesday when Britain accused three people of 
trying to smuggle US-made triggers for nuclear 
weapons to Baghdad. 

Iraq, already at toger heads with Britain over the 
execution in Baghdad of a London-based journalist 
on spying charges, flatly denied any involvement. 
Analysts said Iraq undoubtedly wanted nuclear 


capability, told Israeli radio: "It is impossible to 
know an exact date. Our publication estimated a few 
months ago it would be within five years.” 

But verification — as in the case of Israel's nuclear 
programme — will be difficult in a region noted for 
secrecy. 

Philip Robins, Middle East research fellow at 
London's Royal Institute for International Affairs, 
warned that Iraq's nuclear aspirations and develop- 
ment of long-range missiles could set it on a coflision 
course with Israel. 

Israel bombed a French-supplied nuclear 
research reactor near Baghdad in 1 9S 1 fearing it was 
part of a weapons programme. 

"There is growing tension between Iraq and 
Israel, even though neither side wants it ... a growing 
tension that could get out of hand in the future. I 
think it’s a very worrying situation." Robins told 


but I don't think that is likely. J think Iraq is aiming 
at Iran.” 

He said both Baghdad and Tehran felt cheated 
over lack of a clear-cut victory in the Gulf war and 
the underlying resentment and weapons’ purchases 
boded ill for the future. 


He saw Iraq with a first-strike potential using 
nuclear arms to force major concessions from Iran, 
which also has a continuing nuclear research 
programme. 

Don Kerr suggested deterrence was also a factor 
m the Iraqi programme. 

"If President Saddam Hussein can get nuclear; 
weapons, that puis him ip a position of being able to 
say to the people in Tehran, ‘stay away'.*' 

’Kerr noted it was the Gulf war that brought 
surface-to-surface missiles as a major-force to the 


mink it s a very worrying situation. Kobms told region, with Iran and Iraq seeking ways to attack 
Reuters by telephone. . . ..... . .. . .. : wmrwum • ■ ir -f waa 

He believed the situation between Iraq and Iran K The !breai ofcherriic^warheaxis oh missiles strike 


arms despite having signed the 1968 nuclear non- 
t. But it was not clear how far it had 


proliferation pact, 
progressed in putting together a nuclear weapons 


programme. 
Estii 


_ stimates on how long it would take Baghdad to 
join the nuclear club ranged between five and 15 
years. 

Zeev Eytan of Israel’s Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Studies, asked when Iraq would achieve nuclear 


was stable despite continuing deadlock in talks 
following the August 1988 ceasefire thathalted their 
eight-year Gulf war. 

Another analyst saw the scenario in reverse, 
however. 

Fred Halliday, professor of international rela- 
tions at the London School of Economics, said 
Israel and Iraq were constrained by humanitarian 
and international factors which did not apply to 
relations between Iraq and Iran. 

"The Iraqis have the capability of hitting Israel. 


ing Tehran is believed to have been amajorfactorin 
persuading Iran’s leaders to accept the 1988 
ceasefire. 

Analysts said the military balance between Iraq 
and Iran was central to the power balance in the 
Gulf. 

They said the regional ambitions of Baghdad and 
Tehran had spurred an arms buildup among other 
Gulf Arab stales as a deterrent. Money channelled 
to Iraq d uring the Gulf war was now being spent on 
their ow n continuing defence programmes. 
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■ULAN BATOR- MongoIiiLCA^Mong^i, 

once-powerful Buddhist monks, 

out during seven decades of ccpimatfstrit^ 

are cautiously joining the ttqjy 

movement in hopes of winning fteedont|^^ 

state control. ' ■ • ; - - : 

When crowds first began ratty mgin Defceav; ' 
ber to demand free elecbonsandotorefora^ 
onlv one young monk. Baasan. . dared jpinafc. ;:l 

. .Successes: 


Bull 

winning the ouster i 
Moneolia’s only sui .... „ 

mred into politics for the first timesfelftL 


days of Bogrf, a ranking monk w&b^ifogi 
from 1911 to 1915. ‘ 


Gandan monastery s : agenoa; 
wants abolition of the* State Comniiu^ criK 
Religion, which regulates r^^ous'^iiya^; 
and freedom to open mo re 
teries. . ‘ i 

"We would like to ' ejqaand btF 
activity ... train more monks 1 and.-, publish;: 
sutras.” or scriptures, said Ga an da.u.cthcro^-; 4 . 
astery’s Hamba Lama, or leadipginbuk^ £ >■ 
Mongols, like Tibetans, believe in 
Buddhism, a mix of 

ritual. Monks are called Lam^s. ' : ?£ 

Gaandan said he believes :Laraa£ can4)t 
forces for good in Mongolian pohtics, b6t be; 
has no dreams of a return tothe prePco nimum d^ 
davs. when Mongolia's mofrttaWTO^ 
teries and temples wielded, great power jaRf 
absorbed half the : 

"There 

teriesinal . , ...... 

"but not 700. Quality is more important (fan 
quantity.” . 4 V. 

The monasteries were closed m ibeTa&f 
1 930s. reportedly at the urging of ScnrieLfeadef 
Josef Stalin and on the pretext ibat they imi, 
boured Japanese spies and weapons. . , >■ -V • - . 

Priceless . y .'•> a 'V. 'JIa.: 
Their priceless gold and stiver stiauea were, 
sold . shipped to the SovietUhion or.destroyed, J 
Their lands werenationalised ahd raonksweje 
footed to find secular work-: Abotit 
monks were kined. accdrdmgto<3f^ialfigibTO^ 
Government propaganda^ dfenotimte3Mth<£ 
Lamas as exploiters. AposterstflL hanging id 
the state central museum showsa Lama wilhhis 
mouth opened wide. Swallowing; upherdsaat 
people. .• . ?- . •/ \ X 1 -. ' •• .; - 

In 1 944, the government allowedGaadanin 
Ulan Bator to reopM bmljaiT^Tls- monk*, 
from preaching outside monastery grounds. -U - 
now has about 160 La uas. Gaandan said the 
government plansTo. reopen two more mcmas-^ 
tries thisyear; 7: . v» v?- 

On March II, several thousand Buddhist' 
believers. Lamas and members oftheteadi^ 
opposition group, the Mongolian Democratic 
Association, held a raJlyai.a former tempte ip - 


and dtmiadded frbe reopepe d 
They announced the fqririatfon 6FaTnod-7 
official - union of Mongogah bdieiteftk to: 
jnbmpte 
r " ' v * Itaif* 
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U S blacks make political gains 


ATLANTA, (Reuter): American civil rights cam- 
paigners are rounding off a month of celebrations 
marking a turn ultuous quarter-century of advances 
which has seen laws banning racial bias in elections 
and blacks talcing their place in state capitals and 
city halls across the United Stales. 

America’s first black state governor took office 
two months ago, one-time clergyman Andrew 
Young is running for governor, black leader Jesse 
Jackson was runner-up for his party's nomination 
for president in 1988, and black mayors run such 
major US cities as New York. Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Seattle, Cleveland and the nation’s capital, 
Washington. 

Blacks serve in Congress, in state legislatures and 
on city councils in numbers unimagined 25 years 
ago. 

“I think for black politicians, the best is yet to 
come,” says Merle Black, an Emory University 
specialist on southern politics. 

Political progress for blacks largely reflects chan- 
ges in the American south, where black slaves ten- 
ded the soil for white owners until 1865 and were 
largely excluded from power until the mid- 1 960s. 

The campaign for black voting rights, which 
culminated on March 25. 1965, with Martin Kuther 
King Jr.'s march on Montgomery, Alabama, led to 
widespread registration of blacks, and gavethem the 
political clout they lacke.l. 


Alabama native John Lewis was regularly arres- 
ted and sometimes beaten as a young protest leader 
during the 1960s. But as a Congressmen from 


Atlanta since 1987, he now is among about 4,000 

: which had only 


first black governor of Georgia. 

Young, who captured world attention as US 
ambassador to the United Nations. under former 


black elected officials from a region 
a handful before the voting rights movement. 

“If anybody bad told me 25 years ago that I'd be in 
Congress today ... I wouldn’t have believed them.” 
Lewis told Reuters in an interview. 

Before the mid-1960s, be noted that in many 
southern countries “there were few if any blacks 
registered to vote” due to complicated procedures 
including literary tests administered by white 
offirials. 

But national laws made it possible to "get our 
people registered and ... elected to responsible posi- 
tions and to vote (many racist white politicians) out 
of office,” Lewis added. 

The political influence of the south's 14.5 million 
blacks has grown ever since, although their econ- 
omic power remains well below whites and more 
than a third are deemed to be living in poverty. Black 
population in southern states ranges from a low of 
seven per cent in Kentucky to about one-third in 
Mississippi. 

In the 1960s, Andrew Young was a congregation- 
al is t mi rnster from New Orleans who worked with 
King in the voting rights campaign. A generation 
later. Young is still campaigning, this time to be the 


president Jimmy Carter, has been mayor of the 


lack-majority city of Atlanta for the past eight 
years. 

From that base, he presided over a regional econ- 
omic boom and built an alliance with white business 
leaders whose predecessors shuddered the thought 
of black political power. 

Young used a campaign slogan of supporting 
“public-purpose capitalism." His emergence as a 
serious contend fer for Georgia governor gets its first 
major test on July 17 in his state's Democratic 
primary, where he faces four white rivals. 

America's first black elected governor was ins- 
talled two months ago when Democrat Douglas 
Wilder look the oath of office in Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. once the capital of the southern confederacy 
of slaveholding slates crushed by northern armies in 
the US civil war. 

With black voters as his base, the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson was runner-up for the Democratic Party 
nomination for president in 1988 and won primary 
elections in Georgia and four other southern states. 

Black Democrats have launched efforts this year 
to unseal right-wing Senator Jesse Helms in North 
Carolina and Republican Governor Carroll Camp- 
bell in South Carolina. 


Squalor keeps rebellion alive 


MANILA. [Reuter): Despite the collapse of ci .n- 
munism in Eastern Europe, the deep-rooted div- 
isions in the Philippines that led to the birth of one of 
Asia’s longest-running leftist insurgencies 21 years 
ago remain as stark as ever. 

The outlawed communist movement here 
marked the 21sl anniversary of the New People's 
Army (NPA) on Thursday determined to change a 
country they see as still repressed by a feudal land 
structure and a large US military presence. 

The crumbling of communist governments in 
Eastern Europe and the brutal repression of protest 
in China has weakened the ideological base of the 
Philippine communist movement, political analysts 
said. 

Rebellion 

But widespread poverty, human rights abuses, 
injustice and corruption are likely to sustain the 
rebellion. President Corazon Aquino has refused 
peace talks unless the communists agree 10 give up 
violence. 

“It’s not true that because it (communism) seems 
to be failing internationally, it is also failing domes- 
tically,’' said Alex Bello Briliames. a political 
analyst at the University of the Philippines. 

He said specific issues such as large inequalities in 
land distribution would continue to provide issues 


for communism to exploit among the country's 
poor. 

The NPA said in a statement marking the 
anniversary that it had boosted its strength and 
firepower, and consolidated its mass support during 
the four years of Aquino's rule. 

It said Aquino's objective of neutralising the NPA 
by the end of her term in 1992 was unattainable. It 
also presented the NPA as the armed alternative to 
those who opposed an ultra-right takeover in the 
Philippines b> military rebels. 

Manila militarv .commander Gen. Rodolfo 
Bia 2 on said the ca ipaijpl to crush the NPA. foun- 
ded in 1969 during the Vietnam war and at the height 
of chairman Mao T selling's "Cultural Revolution” 
in China, has been held up by last December’s n cht- 
wing coup attempt. 

But government forces still claim to be winning 
the war. rolling back NPA strength from a high of 
25,000 in mid- 1988 to 19.000 by the end of Decem- 
ber. 

“We still maintain that. ..in thecountry as a whole 
there has bom a steady and substantial decline of 
NPA strength, NPA firearms and influence.)' 
Defence Sea-etary Fidel Ramos told a news con- 
ference on Wednesday. 

He said an upsurge 01 guerrilla attacks around the 


anniversary had become almost a tradition. 

The police and mfliiary said at least 87 people died 
in the past week in military dashes with the NPA 
and guerrilla attacks around Manila and on the 
southern island of Mindanao. 

Aquino has made fighting poverty a key objective 
but at least 25 million of the country’s 60 million 
people remain below the official poverty line. 

Her controversial land reform programme, desig- 
ned to break up feudal estates and distribute land to 
poor farmers, has become bogged down by scandal 
and the refusal of Congress to approve her last two 
nominajjonsfor land reform secretary. 

The Philippi ne military hascashed in on a series of 
propaganda setbacks for the NPA. including the 
unearthing of graves of communist sympathisers 
apparently shot by tl e rebels because they feared 
they were government agents. 

But the simmering conflict remains the largest 
communist insurgency still being fought in South- 
east Asia, and the guerrillas have countered the 
success of military operations in the countryside 
with hit-and-run attacks in cities. 

About J00 soliders. policemen and offirials have 
died in the past tw o> ear-, in Manila street attacks by 
leftist death squads, called "Sparrows” for their 
quickness, police say. 


hrida iwo-day^nn ^inm 
reform inmid-March, Lsunascame toprayToC.; 
them, Baasan said. He piayed an.mctearidgfy -. 
prominent 1 role in protests ptj^nisfed 
democratic association..:. :-^7. 

.Lasf week, Gandanmonastemema.l^^ 
the GteatPbople’sHural. oriegisatteric.'adangi] 
it to disband the Committee on Relip<^ : f. ' ■ > 

The Hamba Lama's aide, 
leaders from the democracy mp.vemCTtazidi&/ 


talk with Gaandan intbeevemngs-'Tb^dpnT. 
come officially, but as human b5ng^" fej^ t 
. The Hamba Lama said be is t^jen tobt^ TZ’ 

Compassion 

"According to Buddhism, everybody must: 
be under compassion,” he sted r .“Sq-,bifr 
altitude will be the same to the curj^t<Cofife| 
munist) Party and to the democraticfpiok^ 

So far, no one seems worried 'abbut iWEhf 
issues as separa tion of religion ana pdhtKs,^ :: 
whether the Lamas could some(tey':.T^iu]^ 
political power. ; \ 

“It’s impossible,’' said Ulan kbu. a members 
of the opposition Social Democrats.- He-sakT 
that would be rapossible because tnecOTraSufe^ 
ists “completely destroyed the system; thttbarr^ 
so few monks. ’ ’ . V : A ‘ -p 

Their influence over Mongolia’s- 2' mt&bn?' 
people also is in doubt. Dozjgotoy rasistedtbaf ^ 
most Mongolians remain Bud dhist.despite 
atheist education system. ! ' f 
Many youths in Ulan Batorsay iJieydpnofj 
believe, although they have 
influenced by Buddhism. Some .sup^ri.;^! 
revival as a moralising force, 
ing protection of nature, wbicb .-Buddhists . 
revere. .- - 

Buddhism also has appeal- as part of Mon^ ;;- 
golia’s national heritage, which only recently 


ing socialist internationalism:. : :v; . ? j- 

"An entire world is behind thal word, ? 
Lamajsm — our ancient philosophy, - math-- 
emalics, linguistics, pha rm aco!dgy r :'r^ ^ 
whole culture,” said Dr G. Boshi^t..a 7 

and leading , member of thti Democratic V 
Association. - '■■■■. 

“Even if the Lamas don’t make politicals 
demands, they will represent a potitSalfbroe.^ 


QUOTE ME 



"The Supreme Soviet declhreal a ; be§iiuuSfi 
or a period of transi tionwhzdr wfll CTtonr 
ate in the formation of the < 
organs of the start power of tf 
Estonia. The resr>ral : on oT - ' 


Estonia has be^un. 
declaration from the Estonian Parliament. 


"We warn the Polish government a 

assistance m transporting Soviet Jewsto bur 

timan land." — A handwritten Arabic statement sudafte- 
an attempt to slay a Pdisl^diplomat in E^st 

■TTie biggcsi reason for this determinati^istlSi^ 


solution to any problem " — Pakisimiiforc^iJu^W^ 
the Kashmir problem. 1 


They are fighting fro n house 10 h£«ise r ib KiS&'ao 4 
trading hil-and-nin gre ade assauUsin ttejstrretsbfwst. 
01 Beirut. But no side -as made any tenitorisl fe*?® 51 ^ 
l ? r - ^ A police spoke -man (m the blbbdlcmng;b«w^ 
Aoun and Geagea. 



322? “mkIct Jtsrlf hound by ati &iro," 

dealing with the tumover of pin 6^1 

Byelorussian lands of. Lithuania;” — -Tass--- 
ating a stananent bv. the Byriorassiao 1 
Supreme Soviet, or ParHament^^S^ 
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Why Matlock can’t stop smiling 


Inri ^. Series . Ma,lock is growing ail the time 

feiimi ff U *ik > * >e IS B a * * ast 9 e tt»ng a chance to 
alf the exploits of the cunning defence 
attorney. But Andy Griffiths, who plays the 
part, finds it aii a big joke 


By Sharon O’Reilly 

;TV star Andy Griffiths, who 
plays lough telly defence attor- 
ney Matlock in the series of the 
same name, has made a secret 
admission: he finds it hard to 
play the role without cracking up 
laughing. 

For Lhe scraggy-faced heart- 
throb only became an actor after 
years as a successful comic. 

Sixty-one-year old Andy plays 
a wily, cunning defence attorney, 

' Ben Matlock, whose keen legal 
mind is often under-estimated 
because of his charming manner. 

He is watched by millions 
every week in the US — where the 
; series is high in the ratings — and 
■ by millions more in Europe. 
Recently, he and his co-stars 
made a special two-part episode 
in London. 

j£ But, he ad mils: "1 find it really 
hard to keep a straight face. 
There are so many situations 
where I just want to giggle or do 
something silly and amusing.” 
And Lhe hardest pan of all, 
says Andy, is to play a love scene. 
“1 now refuse to play them and if 
I do I nearly always crack up 
laughing. In fact, once they had 
to take 60 different shots of one 
scene in which I had to tell a girl I 
loved her.” 

So Matlock has never gone 
: from the courtroom to the 
bedroom though Andy admits 
. that, just like his character, be 
admires women. 

”1 like thesubtlely in Matlock. 

• It lake a lot more acting ability to 
let the audience know that you 
like each other, without it 
developing into anything more.” 
Andy was lucky enough to 
land the part of Matlock at the 
age of 61 . He says: “It's the best 
role I’ve ever had in my life. If 
' anyone had toid me my career 
would peak at this age. I’d have 
said they were mad.” 

Producers Richard Collins 
and Ron Carr ensure that 
Matlock wears the same suit for 


every episode and carries the 
same shabby briefcase. The 
image they’re asking for is that 
Matlock’s mind is on higher 
things than fashion. 

Andy, meanwhile, is quite 
modest about himself. He says: 
‘‘Matlock is much more 
intelligent than 1. Matlock 
always wins every case he tackles, 
even though the odds may be 
stacked against him.” 

But. for a TV star, Andy has an 
unusual background. After 
school, he studied to become a 
preacher. But he became so 
involved in music that he had to 
make a choice between God and 
a brass band. Hcchesc the latter. 

He says: *‘l really found it hard 
to make that decision, but music 
won in the end.” 

He then derided lo branch into 
singing, but he wasn’t quite the 
nightingale he had imagined. 

"I was an awful singer,” he 
adds. After several auditions, 1 
reached the shattering con- 
clusion that I couldn't sing.” 

But Andy’s life changed direc- 
tion completely when a friend- 
showed him the script ofa Shake- 
speare play and he experimented 
by giving it a comic twist. He got 
the chance to perform it on stage, 
comic-style, and it drew lots of 
laugh from the crowd. 

“I was amazed, he said. I never 
expected such a reception. It was 
tremendous.” 

After that, his career as a 
comic really took off. He spent 
five years as a stand-up comic 
and he was so successful that he 
had his own top-ten television 
comedy show in the US called 
The Andy Griffith Show. 

Andy also starred in a range of 
dramatic television and cinema 
productions. He played a scoun- 
drel in A Face in the Crowd, and 
also starred m television films 
like Crime of Innocence. Under 
the Influence, Fatal Vision and 
the movie in which he first 
introduced the character of Ben 
Matlock — Diary of a Perfect 
Murder. 


He says: “I enjoyed all of those 
rformances, but my favourite 
fore Matlock was my comedy 
show.” 

Bui even when he plays 
Matlock, Andy tries lo inject as 
much humour into the perfor- 
mance as possible*. He says: ”1 
always think a show has more 
entertainment value if it 


produces some laughs.” 

And if he has reached the peak 
of his career at a late stage, his 
loye life has also blossomed 
lately. 

The handsome actor says: 
“Four years ago, 1 married 
Cindy, a 31 -year-old teacher 
from California, and it is Lhe 
most wonderful union. We are so 


happy together.” 

Cindy and Andy have been 
friends for years before he finally 
popped the question. He says: ”1 
was ecstatic when she accepted 
and my happiness has grown 
since then. I am a very lucky 
man.” 

Which all goes to give the joker 
of Matlock, a lot to smile about. 



Legal Eagle: Andy Griffiths (right) who stars in the hit TV series. 
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TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 


— j 



1.30 Cultural programme: 
World’s animals 

2.00 Cartoon serial 

2.30 Historical serial: 
Maal-Sabireen 

3.05 Local cultural 
programme: Human 
health 

3.35 Arabic serial: Qabadai 
Bahioul 

4.20 Local programme 

4.45 Arabic serial: Raafat 
Ai Hajjan 

5.30 Religious programme 
6. 1 5 Religious programme: 

Baa dal Iftar 

6.30 Cartoons 

7.00 Local children serial 

8. 1 5 Diwanivai Shuaara Al 
Nabl 

9.45 Local programme: 
Sawalef Minal Madi 

10.00 Arabic news 

10.45 Local serial 

11.15 Local programme 3x3 

12.00 Arabic daily serial: 
Shareil Mawirdi 

1.00 Arabic film 
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KTV2. 8.30 — The Beachcombers 


KTV2 


8.00 Opening announ- 
cement & Holy Quran 
8.05 Bereasiain Bears: Car- 


toon serial 

8.30 Beachcombers: Th, 
children discovc. 
strange things happen- 
ing in their town. 

9.00 News in English 

9.30 Welcome Ramadan 

9.45 Matlock 

10.30 Body Mailers: Scien- 
tific programme about 


difierent parts of the 
body and their func- 
tion 

11.00 Nut house: Nut asks 
Charles to administer 
the hotel... 

11.30 Bestseller: Fields of 
Fire 

1.00 News in brief 
1.05 Magazine d’ Actuali te 


CINEMA 


Al And ul os 
Street Justice 
AlSalmiyah 
Marone 
AlHamra 
Arabic film 
AlFirdons 
Aakhri Baazi 
Fahaheel Open 
Sachai Ki Taqat 
Fahaheel 

The Boy Who Could Fly 

AlJahra 

Mohabbat Ki Kasam 

Granada 

Bhai Ka Dushman Bhai 
Sulalbikhat 
Mad Mission III 
Jleeb 

Naaduvazhikal 
Ahmadi Drive-in 
Shock Troop 


PPC 

honours 

delegation 


PRESIDENT Pakistan People's 
Club Kuwait, Dr Riaz Ahmed 
Mahesar. hosted reception at his 
residence in honour of high 
power delegation from Pakistan 
Mr Nasser Shah, chairman of 
Rice Export Corporation of Pak- 
istan, Khadim All Slab, director 
of Pakistan International 
Airlines and Pakistan Red Cres- 
cent. The reception was attended 
by Rafiq Ahmed Mirza General 
Secy PPC and other guests. 


Congratulations 

MOHAMMAD Jassim Younis. 
student of 9th class in Modern 
Pakistan School & College has 
secured the highest marks in the 
school's internal annual 
examination. Jassim secured 876 
marks out of 950. He also won 
the award of lhe Best Student of 
the school section. 
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Sultan Gallery 

INDIAN artist Shamima 
4 Farid is showing a collection of 
her latest works at the Sultan 
Gallery, near Rolls Royce 
showroom. A wide selection of 
subjects are featured in the 
paintings of the artist, who has 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima’s first solo-exhibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open daily 
from 9 am to 1 pm and 4 to 8 
pm. 

Bits 'n* Pieces 

An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact TeL 
5634663- 




.-tf 


ARTS 


SOCIAL 


Summer Affair ’90 

THE Weekend Cub will 
host their traditional “Summer 
Affair” on the fust day of Eid 
Al Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in the selection 
and crowning of the 1990 Sum- 
mer Queen, join in a Jive Con- 
test, watch a scintillating dis- 
play of “Lambada” or simply 
let your feet loose to the muse 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, loads of 
prizes and most important have 
a good time. For reservations 
cafi 43 1 5425 (Julio), 5741380 or 
4890566. 

Lades International League 

LIL's Summer Bazaar is now 

being held at the Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel in the 
exhibition hall on Fnday, May 
H from 10 am to 6 pm. All 
inquiries contact Ceiha on 
3434946 or Barbara on 


larmada’s Malayalam play 

NARMADA Thraues will 
e staging a social Malayalam 
lay, A Love Mantra From 
Jjjain, at Indian Arts Circle 

uditorium, F “ na, |i« s n °” 
riday. May 1 1 . 1990 at 

30 pm. Written by Vargbese 

aul, lyrics by Rajendra Babu 
iiisic by Antony. Wh, the 
lay is co-directed by Sherfy 
ohn and dinged by Jayan 
attathu. Various characters 
re being represented by 

opuiar stage artists among the 

faiayalee community m 
’liwait. 

^ribsh^ouncil 

tours during the Ho| y 
»f Rhxnadhan: 

— Saturday to Wednesday 
.30 to 14.00; Ubra'y-^ir- 

^y: 9.00 to 1.20. 


Holy Weak 1990 

Holy Family Cathedral — 
Kuwait 

Palm and Passion Sunday: 
8th April — 7.00 am. Holy 
Mass (English): 3.25 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani): 4.30 pm. 
Holy Mass (Konkani); 5.45 
pm. Holy Mass (English); 7.55 
pm, Holy Mass (English). 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednes- 
day of the Holy Week: 9th, 
10th, 11th April — 7.15 am, 
Holy Mass (English), 6.00 pm 
to 8.30 pm. Confession; 6.30 
pm. Holy Mass (English); 7.00, 
Holy Mass & Retreat 
(Malayalam — in big hall). 

Maundy Thursday: 12th 
April — 7.00 am, Con- 
celebrated Mass of Chrism 
(English); 4.00 pm. Holy Mass 
(Konkani): 5.30 pm. Solemn 
Holy Mass of the Lord’s Sup- 
per (English): 9.00 pm. Adora- 
tion (English — in the big hall). 

Good Friday: 1 3th April 
(Day of fast and abstinence) — 

7.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion (Malayalam); 

9.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord's Passion (English); 2.30 
pra. Celebration of the Lord’s 
Passion (Konkani); 4.00 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Pas- 
siod (English); 5.30 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Pas- 
sion (English). 

Holy Saturday: 14th April — 

4.00 pm to 6.00 pm Confes- 
sions; 8.00 pm. Easter Vigil 
Mass (English). 

Easter Sunday: 15th April — 

7.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

9.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

10.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

1 1 .00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

11.30 am. Holy Mass (French 
in big hall); 12.00 noon Holy 
Mass (English); 4.00 pm, Holy 
Mass (Konkani); 5.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English); 6.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English); 7.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (Malayalam in big 
hall). 

Swodlsh Ladies Meeting 

The Swedish ladies will hold 
a coffee afternoon on April 3, 
Tuesday. For further details 
call 5317473. 

PAC’s Silver Jubilee 
THE organising committee 
of the Pakistan Arts Circle will 
celebrate PACs Silver Jubilee 
on Thursday, the 27lh April, 
1990 at 9 pm. The programme 
will include variety or 
programme and “Sham-e- 
G haza l.” Our earlier artist will 
present his wonderful perfor- 
mance. and is being invited 
from Pakistan. 

Reservations are open to all 
families. All are kindly reques- 
ted to book their seals well 
before 15th April. 1990. For 
more information contact 
4716258. 


Hyderabad 

The Committee for Celebra- 
tions of 400-year Anniversary 
of Hyderabad (DECCEN) 
invites essays in either Urdu, 
Telugu or English languages in 
not less than 1 000 words on one 
of the following topics: 1 . Quli 
Qutub Shah — the Architect of 
Hyderabad; 2. Contribution of 
Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan 
towards modern Hyderabad; 3. 
Hyderabad City as I saw her 
(for school students only). 

The competition is open to 
all present and former 
Hyderabadis and their children 
residing in Kuwait. 

A panel of judges will judge 
the first, second and third prize 
winning entries, and the prizes 
and citations will be distributed 
before the audience at 400-year 
anniversary celebrations to be 
held sometime in May 1990. 

All entries must be neatly 
written or typed on A4 size 
paper in double space, and 
reach the committee on or 
before April 30, 1990 and 
addressed to the Convenor 
Literary Committee, PO Box 
23343, Safat, 13094. Kuwait. 
No entry fee is charged. 

Sindhu Devi 

PADMASREE Dr. K.J. 
Yesudas and leading famous 
play back singer Miss Sindhu 
Devi is coming to Kuwait lo 
perform two days musical con- 
cert on April 24lh and 25tb 
1990 in Granada Theatre, 
Kheitan. 

Saligaocars 

CALLING all Saligaocars ... 
to respond to the call for a 
social gathering on May 25 at 
Ramada Ai Salam, at 11.30am. 
For details contact the follow- 
ing: Justin Fernandes on Tel. 
No. 2406936 (Res), Aloo 
Carvalho, 241 1442 Res. 
246121. Americo Remedies, 
Res. 3983348 and Paul D’Cruz; 
Res. 2444729. Tony Cordciro 
off, 2415401, Res. 2412337. 

Approb Eid dinner 

ASSOCIATION of Pakis- 
tani Professionals and Busines- 
smen is organising a Gala Eid 
Milan Parly on the second day 
of Eid Al Fitr. an Approb press 
release said. 

. The Gala Patty programme 
will include dinner, music, 
songs, comedy and a colourful 
display of Pakistani national 
costumes, the press release said. 
The venue of the party will be 
announced shortly. 

There will be special enter- 
tainment and games for 
children under the age of ten. A 
lucky draw with attractive 
prizes and American auction 
will be held for the benefit of 
needy students of Pakistan 
schools in Kuwait. 


Kuwait LHilo Theatre 

KUWAIT Little Theatre will 
present a St. George's Night 
show on Wednesday 18th 
April. Stage crew, wood but- 
chers and set painters are 
required now. Set construction 
begins on Saturday 3 1 st March 
at 6.30 pm in the theatre. Call 
the stage manager on 3725407 
for details. 

Ladles International League 

LIL’S BIG MEETING: 
Monday, April 2, 1990 from 7 
pm to 10 pm — Sheraton Hotel 
Ballroom A. This month’s 
programme shall be health, 
exercise and jazzercise. 
Audience participation wel- 
comed but not required. Please 
join us for fun, refreshment, 
entertainment and socialising. 

. Doors open at 7 pm, refresh- 
ments at 7.30 and programme 
starts at 8 pm sharp. Doors 
shall close at 7.45 pm sharp. 

Guardian Angel Club 

The Guardian Angel Club 
take great pleasure in announc- 
ing their Konkani drama enti- 
tled “Ostorecho Mog” 
(Woman’s Love) directed by 
Remmie J. Colaco, on June 8, 
1990, at the LAC. Goan Charlie 
Chaplin — Jancito Vaz, 
Ophelia, H. Britton and Sebby 
Coutinho are among the olher 
well known Goan cast. 

Konkani non-stop show 

A Konkani non-stop show 
entitled Koxtt Ani Sontos 
(Hardships & Happiness), writ- 
ten and directed by Epa de 
Ulorda, organised by Utorda 
Lourdes Boys will be staged on 
July 6, 1990 at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Labour Union Hall, Maidan 
Hawalli. 

For more information con- 
tact 48 17857. 

Approb essay competition 

ASSOCIATION of Pakis- 
tani Professionals and 
Businessmen (Approb) is hold- 
ing an essay competition on the 
occasion of the Golden Jubilee 
of the Pakistan Resolution. 

Pakistani students in the age 
group of between 12-14 (jun- 
iors) and 15-18 (seniors) are 
invited to write their essays on 
the topic “My role in building a 
better Pakistan.” The essays 
between 1000 and 1500 words, 
in Urdu or English, should be 
sent by 1 5th of April. 

Four prizes of KD100 each 
(2 each for Urdu and English) 
will be awarded to the best arti- 
cles in each group with other 
consolation prizes for deser- 
ving participants. 

llie penal of judges is headed 
by Dr M.L Saleem, Dr Ali Jaf- 
frey and Abdus Sattar Ghazali . 
For further details, contact: 
Tel. Approb, 2425315. Fax. 
5323751. 


Rom Foma’ drama 

MAY 10-11: Expatriates 
Club proudly announces that 
Goa’s celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Rose Ferns, and his 
sixteen member troupe, will 
presen i at the Granada Cinema 
hall, Kheitan, his premier 
release in Kuwait “Xinxe” 
(Broken Glass) and “Beiman 
Turn” (You Ungrateful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 

Quran Khawani 

A meeting was held at the 
residence of Nazir Do gar under 
the Chairmanship of Dr Riaz 
Ahmed Mahesar, president 
Pakistan People’s Club, 
regarding the observance of 1 1 
death anniversary of former 
prime minister and chairman 
Zulifiqar Ali Bhutto on April 4. 

The meeting was attended by 
all central executive committee 
members. It was decided to 
hold Quran Khawani at the 
residence of Haji Qamar at 4 
pm on April 4 1990. All mem- 
bers are invited. 

PAC’s Silver Jubilee 

THE organising committee 
of the Pakistan Arts Circle will 
celebrate PAC’s Silver Jubilee 
on Thursday, the 27th April, 
1990 at 9 pm. The programme 
will include variety of 
programme and “Sham-e- 
Ghazal." Our earlier artist will 
present his wonderful perfor- 
mance. and is being invited 
from Pakistan. 

Reservations are open to all 
families. All are kindly reques- 
ted to book their seats well 
before 15th April, 1990. For 
more information contact 
Hamid Mahmoud on 4716258. 

HOTELS 

Mughal Mahal 

FIRST Indian restaurant to 
introduce Mughlai cuisine in 
Kuwait. Enjoy our specialities 
such as; Khandari Tikka Mai 
Mali Kebab, Navraum Briyani 
and lots more. Ramadan tim- 
ings. Carry away pick up’s from 
5 pm onwards. Dine in from 6 
pm to 2 am. Tele. 2425 1 3 1 i2. 

Sheraton Hotel 

HUNT ROOM: Opens for 
Iftar with a buffet of exquisite 
delicacies. RICARDO: Will be 
opened for dinner with live 
entertainment by the new duo 
— Franco + Regina. COFFEE 
SHOP: Will serve an Iftar buf- 
fet and regular dinner with 
special menu items such as 
grilled items, mazza, etc. Enjoy 
Suhour from 12 pm to 3 am. 
LOBBY: Lady pianist Malgor- 
zata Wejsis plays in the lobby 
diwaniya after Iftar until the 
end of Ramadan. 


SAS Hotel 

AL GHA2EER: Sails again 
and offers you a unique 
experience of the old seafaring 
Kuwaiti tradition. We 
prepared special menus you 
can enjoy onboard. Available 
for half day or full day trip, for 
reservation, pis call up 5657000 
exl.416. 

AL BOOM: The only float- 
ing restaurant in town. Mag- 
nificent array of mezze — 
delicious Hor’s d’oeuvres 
together with wide range of 
international appetizers and 
salads. Choose your main 
course from succulent varieties 
of charcoal grilled delicacies — 
prime American beef. Gulf lob- 
ster h amour or zubedi. Enjoy 
your della at the diwaoia 
overlooking the sea. For 
reservation, pis call up 5657000 
ext. 403 or 540. 

PEACOCK ROOM: Our 
Chinese chef recommends fried 
prawns with turnips and chilli 
sauoe, crispy fried smoked beef 
and wide varieties of delectable 
Chinese specialities from our 
chefs recommendation or take 
your pick from our delightful 
menu of sumptous Chinese 
favourites. 

Book for a nice table in cozy 
eleganceof our Peacock Room. 
Pis. call 5657000 ext. 403 or 
532. 

CLOCK: Drive-in res- 
taurant offers varieties of 
mouth-watering fast food 
items — juicy burgers, hot 
French fries, crispy drumsticks, 
and lot more plus softdrinks 
and juices. 

Indian Cuisine Centre 

Indian art of fancied lac ban- 
gles and designful henna work 
comes live al the Finest Indian 
cuisine centre of Kuwait at the 
Maharaja Palace Restaurant. 

Come savour the delicacies 
whilst giving your lady a gill to 
cherish. For more information 
contact 2406150. 

Holiday Inn 

Ramadan Activities: COF- 
FEE SHOP: Lavish buffet of 
traditional Arabic cuisine for 
only KD6.000 including 
beverages. First two kids free, 
per family, the rest half price. 
SUHOUR: Eat as much as you 
can for KD2.000. LOBBY 
CAFE: All kinds of freshly 
squeezed juices plus mouth- 
watering pastries. BABYLON 
GARDENS: Order for 2 and 
pay for 1 . From 7 to 9 pm nigh- 
tly. Enjoy a variety of Arabic 
and Continental sweets and 
associated fresh fruit juices. 

Measilah Beach Hotel 

Messilah Beach Hotel is 
promoting an evening of 
seafood specialities every Wed- 
nesday evening at 7 pm in Al 
Mubarakiah Restaurant. 


The Meridien 

DURING the holy month of 
Ramadan 

LA BRASSERIE: Meridien 
invites you to join us for a 
delicious Iftar ’buffet being 
served during the holy month 
of Ramadan. I ndulge in a sum- 
ptuous choice of traditional 
dishes, including a variety of 
mezzah, majbous. sail ha. baal- 
baki. harissa and mansaf 
saoudi. Complete your meal 
with a mouth-watering array of 
desserts like bassbouseh, 
maamoul bel tamer and 
katayef. 

La Brasserie will also feature 
a lavish buffet including des- 
serts and delicious beverages 
from sunset until midnight. A 
La Cane items are available 
until 2.00 am. 

AL FINGAN: Open from 
sunset until 2.00 am. A tantalis- 
ing selection of delicious cock- 
tails. plus tempting cakes and 
traditional pastries. Live orien- 
tal duo and Argilla (Hubble- 
Bubble) provided to help you 
savour and relax in style and 
comfort. 

AL WAH A: Open from sun- 
set until midnight. Al Waha will 
offer their regular menu, plus 
such special refreshments as 
irqe sous, tamer hindy. lahan 
eiran. karakady and kamer el 
din. Plus, as is traditional, all 
drinks will be served with a dish 
of succulent dates. 

OUTSIDE CATERING: 
For those of you who would 
prefer to break fast at home, we 
can cater a similar delicious 
Iftar Buffet and deliver right to 
your door for the ultimate din- 
ing convenience and comfort. 
As is traditional during the 
month of Ramadan, ghabgah 
will also be available at (he time 
of your choice, arranged 
exclusively for you and your 
guests. Just call the banquet 
department on 245-5550. ext. 
967 /929 to place your order. 

SPORTS 

Yoga lessons 

FOR FITNESS and slim- 
ming. Kuwait International 
Hotel offers Yoga lessons for 
ladies and men, every Sunday 
and Tuesday at 8.00 lo 9.00 pm 
and on Friday from 10.30 to 

11.30 am. For more informa- 
tion contact Antonie Kingma 
on 2533000 or Tanya on 
5626529. 

Apollo Fitness Centre 

ON-GOING CLASSES: 
Apollo Stretch — Sun and Wed 
— 10.30 - 11.30 am; Apollo 
Workout — Sunday — 5.30 - 

6.30 pm, Tuesday - 5.00 - 6 
pm; Fast V Fizzical (mixed)— 
Friday — 1-00 to 2.00 pm; 
Monday Madness — 4.00-5.00 
pm; Tuesday treat (mixed) — 
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6.00 to 7.00 pm; Saturday 
sweatshop — 4.00 to 5.00 pm; 
Martial arts — Mon, Wed, Fri; 
Taekwondo — Sat. Mon, Wed; 
Hatha Yoga — enroll now for 
April. Call in now for further 
details. Tele. 4742000 ext. 6700. 

Dinghy Laser Sailing 

M.B.L.C. announces its 
Ramadan “Madhatter" racing 
series commencing Friday 
30.3.90 and running every 
Tuesday and Friday until 
1 7.4.90. Briefing times, Fridays 

10.00 am. Tuesday 15.00. All 
members are requested to 
attend the pre-race meeting on 
Friday, 30.3.90 at 0930. New 
members welcome, limited 
number of club boats available. 
For further details please con- 
tact: David Clark (W) 4845171 
(H) 245 1791, Roger Brown (W) 
4736167, (H) 5325139. 

India Festival Tournaments 

Indian Arts Circle in its press 
release, announced that an all 
Indian Open badminton and 
volleyball, tournaments will be 
conducted in connection with 
the India Festival. 

All Indian teams/individuals 
are invited to reds ter them- 
selves for early Tixtaures to 
avoid disappointment. 

Both the tournaments will 
commence on 9.4.1990 at 7.30 
pm. Last date for entry will be 
5.4.1990 before 10.00 pm. Fix- 
tures will be displayed at I.A.C. 
on 7.4.1990 at 8.00 pm. Par- 
ticipation is only againsL India 
Festival Master coupons for 
each event/individual. For fur- 
ther details please contact: 1AC 
office or India Festival Office 
Tel: 3904817 (5 pm- 10 pm), 
2456293 (5.30 pm- 11 pm) 
Kuwait International Hotel 
FIT FOR LIFE: Qualified 
Austrian masseur specialising 

in footrelexology, acupressure, 
athletic and relaxation massage 
available everyday. Tennis clin- 
ics on-going foral I levels of play 
including Junior, Ladies' and 
Adult sessions with Frank 
Novak — an experienced Can- 
adian coach and tennis profes- 
sional. Classes total 4 weeks in 
length and meet twice each 
week. Private coaching also 
available and fun tennis ses- 
sions for the family. Ladies' 
Keep Fit Classes on Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Ladies' Sauna now offers a 50 
per cent discount on the usual 
entrance fee. Ladies’ Day on 
Saturdays and Tuesdays from 

9.00 am to 9.00 pm. For details 
pleace call: 2530000/8050 

(Recreation). 

Jazzercise 

Jazzercise at the Messilah 
Beach Hotel will be from 4.30 
pm to 5-30 pm on Saturdays 
and Wednesdays till the end of 
Ramadan. 
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FILIPINO DIGEST 



‘T ublg ! I The enure Barangay Banlat in Tandang Sora, Quezon has 
been waterless for a month now, residents told People's Journal / 
The residents said they get their daily water supply from Balintatyak, 
delivered by trailers and sold them for Pi .50 per container. j 

Each container, they said, contains live gallons, good onlyj for 
washing dishes for a day. 

"Aug iba, hindi kayang bumili ng tubig kaya nagtitiyaga na lang 
bumomba sa poso o kaya’y sumasalok na lang sa Salon," residents 
said ' 

Many residents blamed the Metropolitan WaterworksandSewerage 
System for their water problem. 


Seven slain in N< 


iegrOS: Seven communist rebels, including an 
Amazon, were killed in a firefight with government troopers in a village 


in Honobaan, Negros Occidental on Monday, the military reported 
yesterday. 

Spokesman of the Negros Island Co mman d (N1COM) said that so 
far only four of the slain rebels have been identified. 

They were Antonio Ybanez alias Ka Fredy, a certain Tito or Ka 
Warly; Banne Payong alias Ka Bucot and a certain Tolindoy or Ka 
Idol. 


c Don 9 t deal with this oraanisation^ The Department of 

Labour and Employment (DOLE) yesterday warned the public against 
engaging in business with a group using the radio in recruiting 
applicants for overseas job placements. 

Adjudication office director Angeles Wong of the Philippine Over- 
seas Employment Administration (POEA) said Overseas Workers 
Beneficiaries Ass. of the Philippines has been engaged in illegal recruit* 
ment since 1987. 

Overseas Workers, headed by certain Manny Abarquez, uses the 
radio to recruit people to join the association by paying a membership 
fee of P500 for men and P800 for women. 


Kids, women Immuniz ed: Seventy per cent of Cebu City's 
childr en and pregnant women were imm unized by the city health team 
during the past three years, a United Nations International Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) review team told city authorities yesterday. 

The UN review team said the number showed an increase of 50 per 
cent from the 20 percent posted in 1986. 

Cebu City Mayor Tomas R. Osmena called the report gratifying. 
The immunisa tion programme was implemented by the city health 


department in six city hospitals, 10 barangay health centres and five 
urban health centres, the LTNICE 


ICEF review team said. 


Four Customs examiners at the 


Customs men in fo 

Nrnoy Aqu 

against a fellow examiner they accused of forging their rignaiwes in a 


torgery: 

International Airport (NAIA) have filed charges 


petition denouncing NAXA Customs Collector Zafiro Respkao. 

Jose Y u pan geo, Fr 


Tancisco Nadular, Augusio Gotera and Leandro 
MonLalbasaid their forgery charges against Victor Beni tes Jr were filed 
two days ago before the Sandiganbayan. 

They told newsmen that Benitez signed their names in the paper 
against Respicio that Benitez himself had prepared. 


Marijuana field raidedZNATIONAL Bureau oflnvestiga- 


anraan; 

Don (NBf) agents raided Wednesday afternoon a marijuana plantation 
in Calamba. Laguna and arrested the suspected owner. 

The raiders were led by lawyer Carlos Caabay, NBI anti-narcotics 
chief and seized abou 1 30 full-grown plants of marijuana in a lot owned 
by Dominador dela Cruz. 44, inside the compound ofNew Lucky Food 
Products, Barangay Real. Calamba. 

Also found in Dela Cruz' house were a bottle of marijuana seeds and 
dried marijuana leaves. 

Dela Cruz admitted owning the plantation but denied malting 
business out of it 

“Kaya lang naman ako nagianim niyan ay dahil gamot daw sa sakit 
ng tiyan,” Deb Cruz said. 

• * * 


SM Supermarket broke price law: price monitoring 

teams swooped down yesterday on SMSupermarket inside the SMCity 
in Quezon City after it was found violating the Price Control Law. 

Trade officials told People's Journal that SM Supermarket was 
charged for selling pork liempo at P73 per kilo against the price ceiling 
of P60 per kilo. 

Other retailers charged were the Insular Bakery on Burgos St,, 
Makati for selling condensed milk at PI 3.20 against tine price ceiling of 
P12.75 per 395 grams and powdered milk at PI 7.25 against the P15.25 
ceiling, the Triple Crown grocery in Malate for selling evaporated milk 
at P12 and Taiki Food Store in Malate for pricing refined sugar at 
P 1 8.95 per kilo against the ceiling of PI 4.80. 

Retail outlets earlier found violating price control were the Abljev 
Vegetables. Helen Bagbagan, Emmecia Tuazon, Ciriaco Lacre, Estela 
Paran, Emetia Rabtno and Honesto Boraque of Kalayaan Market in 
Makati. 


Japanese nabbed for rape: Police yesterday arrested a 
Japanese businessman for allegedly raping the 1 3-year-old daughter of 
his maid. 

Uzamo Ya m as h ila, 33, of 2941 Tangili St, United Paran aque 1, 
Paranaqoe denied the crime through his wife Veronica, 23, and lawyer 
Benjamin Benito. _ 

Metropolitan Police Field Force chief Lt Col Romeo Magaato 
ordered the arrest ofYamashiia after a medical test showed the girt had 
been raped. 


The g»rl told Pfc. Afquilino Almanza she was raped four times by 

989. 


Yamashita inside her mother's quarters in July, 198* 

Cpl Rodolfo Hagan said his team found Yamashita inside the Take- 
No-Ya a restaurant in Bel-Air Village. Makati. 

Veronica told People's Journal that it was impossible for her hus- 
band to rape anybody because they were together at the time of the 
rape. 

BemtocLaimcd that the NBI medical test said there was no rupture of 
the hymen and there were no signs showing forcible penetration. 


Ralikbayan kills self 7 : A young balikbayan allegedly shot 
hims elf to death shortly after be was scolded by his father in Las Pinas 
last Tuesday. 

Mark de los Santos, 17, of 912 Cristobal Sl, Phase V. Gatcbaban 
Subd., Las Pinas, died from a bullet wound in the head. He was found 
dead in his room at about 12:30 p.m.. 

The death gun was missing, police said. 

Officer-on-case Cpl. Eddie Galang said that Mark was scolded by his 


father, Elias, for using the family car without permission. 

vnic 


Galang said he found a note left by Mark which read, '‘Sorry dad sa 
nangyari. Hindi na ninyo ako mapapagalitan sa pagkuha ug kotse. 
Hindi na mauuliz. Dad, huwag mong pagalitan ang kambal. Ako ang 
may sala ng lahat" 


Rob-murder suspect falls: The leader of a gang of robbers 
J bed to death a 65-year-old woman on Jan 27 was 


who r obbed and stab„_„ u wjuu-vm nuuuu uujjto z./ was 

arrested by policemen in San Fernando, Pam panga Thursday morning 

The identity of the arrested suspect was withheld by Sto Tomas 
deputy police station commander Sgt Rudy Canlas pending the arrest 
of the other gang members. 

The suspects killed sari-sari store owner Asuncion Ga viola in Baran- 
gay San Vicente, Sto. Tomas, and then robbed the old woman of her 
money and other valuables, Canlas said. 

The arrested gang leader, of Barangay Sia. Rita, Minalin, Pampanga 
allegedly admitted that he was one of the men who stabbed the old 
woman, Canlas said. 

He implicated his two brothers, a dismissed PC- soldiers and a 
suspended security guard. 

Earlier, the suspect while drunk had boasted to his drinking compan- 
ion how he and hisgangmates killed and robbed the old woman, Canta* 
said. 


Man kills man over woman: a man stabbed to death 

another man after an argument over a woman in Plasig yesterday. 

Romulo Cadag, 26, of Pineda, Pasig, was stabbed three times by 
Jessie Roscas, 24, who confronted him on why he courted his (Roscas) 

told officer-on-case Pfc. Crispin Pio that she chose 
Cadag over Roscas because the former satisfied her more sexually. 

Meanwhile, a dead person with a smashed head ms found yesterday 
by Pat Roger Jugiat of the Metropolitan Police Field Force m Mangga- 

■Timcadaver was brought to the Rizal Medical Center. 


i 
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Filipinos ready for democracy; senator argue: 


By Jon Miller 


MANILA, The Philippines (WNL): The bloody six- 
day military rebellion that almost toppled the gover- 
nment of Philippine President Corazon C. Aquino 
in December did more than frighten investors, tour- 


Aquino's popularity slipped dramatically during 
1989, the most common complaint being that she 
did not provide enough leadership. From market 

• ■ _ r- .1 


vendors to university professors, the refrain was the 
honest, bu 


ists and war-weary Filipinos. It also revived a time- 
honoured debate about whether democracy can 
work in this embattled country. 

For a nation full of yearning for deliverance — 
from poverty, from war, from corruption, from 
dictatorship — the processes of constitutional 
democracy can be frustratingly slow. In the latest 
and best-organized attack on the Aquino govern- 
ment. rebel soldiers, teaming with right-wing busin- 
essmen and politicians, tried unsuccessfully to ins- 
tall a civilian-military junta in place of legally-elec- 
ted officials. But they are just one of many groups 
claiming, either implicitly or explicitly, that the 
system of government, modeled closely after that of 
the United States, is not suited to the Philippines. 

This is an immature democracy,’' admits Rene 
A.V. a popular senator and a close per- 

sonal friend of President Aquino. “There is much 
awareness of rights, of empowerment, but not too 
much awareness of duties, of being obligated to 
contribute to the country.” But Saguisag, who is 
regarded by his colleagues as a stickler for legal 
detail, believes that the system can work. And he 
believes — in spite of six attempts to unseat Aquino 
since she took power in 1986 — that the Filipino 
people are too sophisticated to allow democracy to 
slip through their fingers. 

“(Former President Ferdinand) Marcos tried to 
use all the trappings, the veneer of constitutional- 
ism, but the people saw through him anyway," he 
says, noting that the rebel soldiers, many of whom 
still claim allegiance to the late dictator, were clearly 
less interested in preserving the appearance of 
democracy. Saguisag, like many other commen- 
tators, refers to those behind the coup attempt as 
“false Messiahs. 
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same: “She ishcnesLbulher advisers tell her whatto 

do. Both her cabinet and her relatives are corrupt. 

The government’s response to the attempted coup 
seemed to acknowledge that the presidency needed 
shoring up. In mid-December, the legislature 
declare a six-month state of emergency and gran- 
ted the president additional dowers. It’s - not clear 
how much of the public's dissatisfaction is with 
Aquino herself, ana how much is with the failure of 
the country to make the expected miraculous 
recovery following the religiously-charged 1986 
uprising that toppled Marcos. Many of the people 
who fought with Aquino against the Marcos dic- 
tatorship have joined a growing number of oppos- 


don groups. Some — including moderates who 
opposed the December revolt — have even sugges- 
ted that a civilian-military council should run the 


country until some of the most presang economic 
and political problems can be solved. 

Saguisag, like the clear majority of elected 
officials, does not believe the military has any place 
in civilian politics; and he stresses, the Philippine 
political tradition supports this. In fact, he says, it 
was only under Marcos that the armed forces began 
to be involved in governing. The growth in the 
military’s sense of its own importance has been one 
of the new government's most difficult problems. 
“According to the economists, we inherited^ the 
worst army in the world," the senator says. “It’s 
bloated, it's unprofessional, it's undisciplined." 


Up until now Aquino has been lenient with sol- 
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diers who took part in previous coup attempts, 
unwittingly adding to the impression of indecisive- 


The Philippines is a predominantly Catholic 


Philippines 

country, and politics often takes on the vocabulary 
of religion. Stilt, Saguisag says, the people are not 
gullible: “You cannot wade out of the corpses and 
expect to be acclaimed as the Chosen One." 

But the question of how to manage this politically 
divided island nation of 60 million is an old one. It is 
said that Aquino’s husband, a Marcos opponent 
who was murdered by Marcos henchmen in 1983, 
believed that it was better to be in the opposition 
than in the presidential palace. Trying to lead the 
country implies some sort of authoritarian rule, he 
supposedly said. 

That view is not uncommon here: many political 
observers say in private that a “benevolent dictator- 
ship" could be the answer in the short term. But 
President Aquino vowed at the start ofher term to be 
the “total opposite" of Marcos. The military rebels 
who have tried to remove her consider her commit- 
ment to cumbersome democratic institutions as her 
primary weakness. 


ness or weakness. Like many senators, Saguisag 
says it's now time to get tough, noting that thejegal 
and political system is up to the challenge: 'The 
military really needs some shock treatment in order 
to regain its sanity. It's time we tried to tame this 
monster.” ^ , 

In the weeks following the December coup 
attempt, some commentators argued that many of 
the gripes voiced by the right-wing rebel soldiers 
were legitimate. Corruption still plagues the country 
at every level, basic services are lacking for the poor, 
and the communist-led New People’s Army is still 
forcing on the population a state of civil war. Also, 
soldiers who received a major pay increase soon 
after Aquino took office are still underpaid. 

Saguisag, a former human rights lawyer who is 
the least wealthy of the country’s 23 senators, is not 
sympathetic on this last point. “They are suffering 
economically,” he says, “but so are many of us. We 
can beef, we can complain, we can kick- The dif- 
ference is that they have the guns.” 

But shouldn’t Aquino be more wilting to exercise 
her power? Isn't she too vulnerable to grandstand- 
ing legislators and tough-talking military men? The 
Manila-born senator says no. For him, the bottom 
line is not power, it's money. 



After the latest coup attempt against President Aquino, Filipinos demonstrate/ 

violence in politics. ■ '• '•..T-. 
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Senators ask 
testimony of 
Caltex head 


The NPAs 


THE Senate committee on 
finance has invited Caltex 
president Frauds Ablan to 
confirm or deny the informa- 
tion given by Sen. Ernesto 
Maceda that oil firms are not 
in a hurry to get the P5 billion 
reimbursement for their 
crude oil purchases when the 
committee meets this Wed- 
nesday. 

Sen. Neptali Gonzales, 
committee chairman, said the 
commi tteeshould be apprised 
of the position of the oil firms 
so that it can decide on what 
will be done with the bill 
creating the oil standby fund. 
The bill aims to raise P7 
billion to be used in reimburs- 
ing the fluctuating price dif- 
ferences in crude oil imports 
of oil companies. 

The higher price differen- 


ces were supposed to be 
covered by the Oil Price 


Stabilisation Fund (OPSF), a 
fund generated from the sale 
of oil products to the con- 
sumers. 

Approval of the oil standby 
fund was being rushed by the 
Senate last week when 
Maceda opposed it, saying 
that there were pending tax 
claims against the oil com- 
panies which should be set- 
tled first before the reimbur- 
sements are made. 

During discussion of the 
bill, it was hinted that certain 
members of the Congress 
were promised amounts for 
their efforts in passing the bill. 
(PNA) 


Drought regions 


LUZON: The drought that 
affected four regions in 
Luzon and Mindanao has 
resulted in an estimated loss 
of Pl.l billion in terms of 
damaged agricultural crops in 
Regions IL IQ, IV, VI, and 
DC. 

Defence Secretary Fidel V. 
Ramos, concurrent chairman 
of the National Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council (NDCC), 
in a report to President 
Aquino also said that at least 
152. 910.73 hectares of 
agricultural land were par- 
ched by the drought 

He said that m Cagayan 
Valley, 63,228 hectares of 
Jam land were affected by the 
drought In Region 3,26,188 
hectares of land planted to 
various crops and unplanned 
areas in 31 munripalities were 
hit by thedryspeU. 


THERE has always been the group of people who have made money in 


als as well as artists. These people somehow help the country in their 
fields of expertise. 

In the early years of the Philippines, the Spanish era brought such 
families as the Guerreros of Erraila, the De los Reyesses of Tondo, the 
Katigbaks of Batangas, the Gabaldons ofNueva Ecija, the De Leons of 
Pampanga and Bulacan. 

The American regime brought the sugar industry and so the sugar 
barons came forward. 

But today, there are the new breed of people. They are called the New 
People Around or the NPAs. They are the group who finally made it in 
field of trade, commerce, industries, etc. 


the 


And with progress, there the IN people of yesterday, and the IN 


people of today. And the race to show which is better is on. 

The old families, perhaps due to their prominence in hisiory nave 
been exposed to the liner things in life. Such is the case that the pains of 






Miguel rooter say. “Mukhang . 
mahihirapan ang team natin 
ngayong mag-champion.” 

Mon, who manages a bank at 
the Plaza in Cainta, Rizal, 
typifies the Beennan supporter 
who is apprehensive about the 
falling fortunes of his team. 


No, San Miguel isn’t doing 
fran 


grwoing up is not so pronounced as to proving to' this world that they 
have arrived. And so is uie new order in the country. 

To the NPAs there are so many things that would matter. A flashy 
house in a post subdivision, a fleet of expensive cars, the signature 
wardrobe, and the big and outlandish jewelleries. They have to be seen 
in the 5-star hotels and expensive restaurants. 

In contrast, the old families, perhaps, because they have that special 
kind of security would rather stay in the sidelines. This would mean 
staying in a simple, cozy but elegant apartment adorned by heirloom 
antique pieces. They keep a toned down household with a cook, a 
housekeeper and laundry woman, just enough to keep the apartment 
clean. 

While the NPAs would rather entertain in expensive restaurants, the 
yesterday’s family would rather serve homecooked food in the confines 
of their home, where food are served in their bone china, sterling silvers 
and full lead crystals. That is elegant living! 


Take the case of this Mrs Matrona. They made their j>ile in govern- 


ment construction during the Marcos regime. They have homes all over 
the world, in Rome, in Hong Kong, in 700 Park Avenue and in Gallerias 
in San Francisco. Because they are not adept at the art of gracious 
living, they have to hire an interior designer who is also well-known as a 
landscape contractor. In her apartment at the Gallerias in San Fran- 
cisco, one can just imagine the houseware section of Ruslan’s, where 
crystals are all over the place. 

Then one day, a friend intimated the Buddhas bring good luck. So a 
trip to Thailand was made. She brought some 80 Buddhas that even the 
comforts of the toilet and bath have them. 

In her house in Malaysia, she took the penthouse. The bathroom was 
so designed that whenever Mrs Matrona takes a bath there is the 
semblance of Venus coming out of the sea. The bathroom is glass 
encased with the sea as the background. 

Going back to her apartment in San Francisco, the furniture were 
imported from Vietnam. Of course, nothing but the best for Mrs 
Matrona. So she bought a palace in Vietnam, shipped all the furniture 
loading them in the family owned shipping lines. 

The excess is so overwhelming that the Filipino people suffer for 
every centavo that has been spent in these fabulous homes. Every 
Filipino has his share of investments. The houses or their pied de terre 
were bought by the money which has been stashed away from foreign 
loans that we now have to pay. 

Another person included in the NPA is a lady living in Urdaneta 
village. To show a friend that they have finally arrived, she borrowed 
Oriental carpels to put affluence to her party. These carpets were spread 
all over her garden. 

But another Ms has a different story. Recently. Ms gave a party in her 
mountain view home. Her home is described as fabulous. Onenight, she 
gave a party. The only problem was that, she knew nobody in the so 
called cream of society. She borrowed the guest lists of another person. 
The funny thing is that during the party, the guests did not know their 
hostess. 

Perhaps, lessons on protocol, the etiquettes and manners should be 
taught. At least, to reduce the embarrassment to the prospective New 
People Around. 


that bad. But frankly, it isn’t 
really doing that good either. 
Only last year, and even two or 
three years ago, it would have 
been unthinkable to have San 
Miguel occupying the position it 
is oociroying at present Nobody 
but nobody would have thought 
of San Miguel in a seat other than 
the driver’s seat. But some other 
teams are doing the leading these 
days. 


8-14 years for rape-slay: A farmer has been sentenced to eight to 
14 years imprisonment for raping and killing a 38-year-old domestic 


helper in Pamplona, Negros Oriental two years at 
Convicted of rape with homicide by Judge Jesus Magno of the 
regional trial court (RTC) Branch 3 1 was Jufone Candao ofPamplona. 


Candao was found guilty of raping and killing Cirila Deniega on Feb 
3. 1988 in Barangay Caiicanan, Pamplona. 

The court ordered him to indemnify the heirs of the victim P30,00G 
and to pay the cost of litigation. 


ko,” Mon’s friend. Boy, a busi- 
ness writer from a leading daily 
newspaper, said. “Pagkahaba- 
haba man daw ng prusisyon, sa 
simbahandin angtuloy.Tmgnan 
mo, sa dulo't dulo, San Miguel 
pa rin ang mageha-champion.” 

Mon was -not easily convinced. 
“Pag hindi sila nag-pick up 
kaagad, mahihirapan sua.” That 
same sentiment is shared by 
equally nervous San Miguel 
rooters all over town. 

“Alam mo naman, pare, fan 
ako nj Sam boy," Mon contin- 
ued. “Isa pa, gusto kong mag- 
MVP si Fernandez. Ano na lang 
ang mangyayari pag di nak- 
apasok sa finals ang San 


Sfrc 

It's stffl-tdb 

napagtatatalo ha ang Alaska. ' 
Baka mag-iba pa ang mga plac- - 
mgs sa kinatagahn.” 

Other San Miguel fans are res- 
tless. “Can Norman Black .be 
replaced as import? 1 a young 
boy named Ryan —-himself an 
aspiring basketball players — 
asked. “K^ I think he> still hot 
•100 per emit in the game after the 
death of his father. Parang he’s 
not the Norman Blade of old. 
These days he is a better coach 
than a player. Sayang. Ang 
ganda pa naman ng nilalaro nj 
Fernandez.” 

“Norman Black seems to have 
lost his sting as a player/’ says 
Chat, a would-be immigrant to 
the US. “f wonder why though. 
Could it be that the has become 
so Filipinized that ;the local 
players already know how he's 
going to move?” 

“Hindi!” a female fan named 
Luming protests. “Magating pa 
rin si Norman Black. Temporary 
slump lang ito. Babalik din yon.” 
“May rumor kasi, e,” a 
student named Roby tells his 
friend. “Di ba may problema 
daw ang San Miguel at walang 
gana masyadong xnaglaro ang 
mga players? Kasi daw bin- 
awasan ang bonus nfla this year. 

E isipin mo naman, nska Grand 


eveh^l^Srfto th*)Hs6xm 

- HdaxnrCahna'isKie. “BaHu i 

Miguel/ 1 says 

Sait Migu el fait apgrchensii 
. about bow her favourite, tou 
will fere in ^ejM^few dayi£ 

- “Alam mo^malaking kawafi 
din" sa ■ San Miguef si EinK 
Reyes. Nakakax^riri^riiytin 
yimg wala siya doon. Mahira 
ngang ^explain, e. Basta nai 
dooti/’ butte in Romaic 
another San Mlgadsiq^joiter;^ 

There are other specSatiq® 

- picked up fircunladi^ 
canteens, phone conversations 
even weekend beach /outings 
Why is San Migudhavingatiar 
time setting the pace ihujtsne 
Could there be interna 
problems? Or has the law n 


nn 


siguro madi-demoraliseako, e.’ 
The basketball world in fact is 
buzzing. San Miguel fans are 



them} 

“Notbinglasts forcyaaitsays; 
teen-aged boy named JazcTSm 
Miguel has been dommktingtif 
league since 1987, Itrearbed it 
peak last year when they vrab ti» 
Grand Slam. It'sjusrimdagbmj 
an expected shmm; After- wtia 
they haveaax)inplished,itwillb' 
a real tough act to follow.” ;, -. 

“It’s very hard fora team U. 
sustain its level of motivation;* 
says Andy, an other San Migue 
fan. “Last year. Sain Migafdnat 
a battle cry — the Grand;S!am 
Now what are they aspiring for' 
Just another vrin? No- middn 
what you say, the rootivation fac 
tor has a lot of say.: usTtear’J 
the fact that the team has some- 
how changed its composition. 
Obvious or not, that has brought 
about profound changes iif the 
team.” . . ' V '-- ;• - 1 


is the trouble with Hector Calma all over? 


Well, you heaid 
horses’ mouths -and 
tens need not grievi 

For one, it ain’t over 

For another, to scale 
one must sometimes 
depths for a better i 
The Eye of the Tiger, 
San Miguel must f 
once again. Tliat%i 
motivating factor of i 

And speaking of faj 

an informal survey 
atities and which te 
their hearts go thurbi 
list and see which 
ches your taste; 
Sharon Cuneta ; ' 1 - 

Gaty VaJenriaria '-' J 
Janice de Belen .\T 
Bessie Padflla - 
Ate Siena f 
Raymond!*,^ 
DawnZuIueta 
Mon “Cesar AsaT 

Miguel 

Gretcben Batretto 
Sara Jane Paez 
Aga Muhlach 1 
Fops&Martih-; 

Col Templo . 

Pris- Corazon Aqdi 
Purefopds . * 





visit to a city of freshness 


r &***&*£ it seems 1 ” 
&te froni John Cheever 
V* there really be a capital 

nSc'^° fr ? h a ? d friendly! One 
> Tagbilaran's tiny air- 

H&S? riad s no tourism or 
information office, but a PAL 
-anptoy.ee not only informs, but 
even. looks for the owner of the 
note!, because “he’s around ” It 
takesonly a tricycle ride to get to 

thecentrepflown. and the driver 
does not try to overcharge two 

first-timers; the fare is P? per 
person, and a tip f or help wii 
luggage is gratefully accepted 
M mi-sermons on wheels are 
* S5F tnc y c les, all of which have 
• B'ohcal of like-minded quota- 
tions painted on back panels- 
Love God above all;” “Into 
life some rain must fall;" 

‘ The Lord is my shepherd.*’ No 
two area like: it must be planned' 
We said. And so it is. City Hal! 
had seen that tricyde drivers, 
with so much space to decorate 
(the back panel encloses both 
driver and passengers), had been 
pwnuag in nudes and other fan- 
cies, and "had decreed that 
religious quotations were 
obligatory. The drivers/owners 
ran choose, but someone checks 
the choice — although some mis- 
spelling and grammatical 
^ aberrations do creep in. Standing 
on a street comer watching Tag- 
bilaran go by, therefore, one can 
only have happy, holy thoughts. 

: We did not know anyone at all 
in Bohol, yet in no other city in 
our provincial travels have we 
been given so much information 
so freely and so willingly. Ben 
Mandin, at the desk of the Gie 
Gardens Hotel (so centrally 
located that the cathedral, the 
market, the main street, the 
provincial library, the super- 
markets are within walking dis- 
tance) told usabout market days, 
car hires, massages (a blind cou- 
ple comes to the hotel daily, char- 
ing P50 for two hours of gentle 
accu pressure). and restaurants. 

Two restaurants at the pan- 
lalaa (pier) are immediately 
reebounended by most: MRL 
and . Jbving's Sutokil (acronym 
for siniigba. tinola. kinilaw). Both 
stand on the water, and serve 
native dishes turo-luro style: 
paklay (here of goat innards and 
sometimes skin, with bits of 
carrot and potato); goat cal 
deritas; humba; sometimes pagi 
with gata. and lausi; inatayan 
(liver with potatoes); balbacua 
(oxtail stew); fish and prawns 
rcwtedjigtoontlie^«e;«i>winitv^ 
arid, fresh sea creatures in liile • 


graciously received us walk-ins 
njto their homes and told us 
about Boholano daily and party 
(Inchon of course). And 
r ^ l J^' iam P a y- the fabled ube 
. Bohol. This is much sought, 
with Magnolia wishing to buy 
more than can be supplied, for its 
prize-winning ice cream. It is 
planted by small farmers, who 
pfivote one-fourth of their land to 
it, leaving the rest fallow, then 
moving to another fourth and 
another in turn for the year's one 
harvest Why? asks George Lao. 
hotelier land businessman. Why 
not plant the whole plot and 
grow more ? Because it has 
always been that way. they ans- 
wer; which he interprets as mean, 
ing that kinampay grows best 
when the land is virgin, or has 
lain fallow and rested. 

Kinampay is a small round 
root, two- fist sized, never gigan- 
tic. and it is not only made into 
jam as in the rest of the country; 
here it is also savoured as vegeta- 
ble. Ube while or violet is cooked 
with coconut milk, dried fish or 
quinamus. tuno (coconut milk), 
and kamunggay (malunggay) or 
bago leaves or both. IOs also 
sauteed with meat, put into 
puchero. But especially it is 
treasured as haleang ube. because 
it is what llongos call makil-ol: 
soft but textured, with a soft 
emnehiness, not that of an apple 
but closer to that on matron 
glace. And because it is fragrant; 
“like /Kwdan; like a field of ripen- 
ing rice.” says Dra Virginia Lao, 
who, born in Davao, - glows 
lyrical when trying to describe 
what it is to be Boholano. 

She tells us. for example, about 
bago leaves. No one knows the 
English or Tagalog names, only 
that it is an ordinary leaf off an 
ordinary tree, which is inexpen- 
sive (P25 a bundle), almost 
omnipresent (soups, mixed 
vegetables called Iaw-o\\ with 
ube and gabi), and a ufesaver 
that keeps the poor from starva- 
tion and malnutrition. She 
speaks of the bounty of nature, 
still available to most, which ena- 
bles the. industrious to live 
reasonably well and not to 
starve; of the non-polluted air 
and water, because heavy indus- 
try has not come to BohoL 
She speaks about the people, 
known to produce many priests, 
inveterate travellers and 
migrants, because employment 
opportunities are scarce in a 
poor, agricultural, closed 
society. Still central to them is, the . 
fiesta, a chance to feast, to treat. 


regarded.lhai the harpoonergets 
the choice parts (thecheeks). and 
a whole one can fetch P2.000, a 
kilo PI 10. ]i is a traditional holy 
week dish, “the Boholano 
baealao." cooked nilabog. or 
sundreid like la pa and called 
sanga. Grilled on coal and poun- 
ded to tenderness, it is a great 
puiuian. So is the chicharott anil 
(of carabao skin) from Loboc, 
which Nila Ramasola sent us, so 
well dried it puffs up airy-lighL 
Knowledgeable Dr Lao man- 
ages a bank in Buclayon. site of 
the oldest church in Bohol, built 
by Jesuits in 1595. She also 
supervises the hotel when her 
husband and daughter are not 
around; and the Morao resort 
they have on Panglao island. 
Despite this, she is charming and 
relaxed, and in response to our 
questions about Bolanon food, 
had her hotel cook Urbano Ban- 
tol prepare us samples of food 
not on the menu: a soup of while 
ube. squash, bago tomatoes and 
gala: a wonderful humba langka. 
of green langka. gata, ginger, 
oregano, and achuete; munok sa 
gata with pugongpugong (basil); 
imin-unan nga samara l (paksiw): 
etc. Inun-unan. she feels, is quin- 
tessential^ Bohol, because 
homesick Boholanos in Min- 
dana o a nd else w here buy or tran- 
sport inun-unan nga tulingan in 
large cans, to take a taste of home 
to wherever migrant feet and fate 
have led. 


Lilia Dumadag runs a 
seminar/relrcai house at the 
Dumadag Farm, about four 
kilometres from town. We sat 
beside orchids, watching >oung 
people meeting and studying 
under the Lrees. in the nipa- 
roofed seminar ho uses. She is the 
maker of PeanuL Twins, tiny 
crisp peanutcakcs, which— with 
other orchids — area available at 
Lila's Sugar and Spice in the 
Agora (the market in centre of 
town). Native to Bohol, she said, 
is the tana, a cake in which 
animal fat was the traditional 
shortening and tuba the 
leavener, kina: loan, a bracelei- 
like cookie (like the Ilongo kin- 
amunsil) so-called because it uses 
30 egg yolks; tajada. a sliced biso- 
cho, and tinoslog. young coconut 
wrapped in coconut coir. 

Also dishes like puchero, here 
cooked with banana and ube; 
pinaisan.dilis wrapped in banana 
leaf and cooked over coals, and 
crabs steamed with young 
coconut tucked into the back 
shell. And of course the kalamav 
sold in coconut shells. (The ones 
solf at the pier come from Albor, 
but the best kind, available at the 
store that sells Peanut Kisses, is 
from Jagna.) And iheArou-fuand 
peanut cookies made in the old 
bakeries at Baclayon. where the 
fire-above-and-below oven is 
coal-heated, and the beater is 
operated by a handle pushed 
back and forth like a violin bow. 


plas^bags; ^abaw sarig ii>w^^ : tpwear nfcw c(b ttesrft doesmoO 

.,•■1 ' i t ■ r Hmrii vuknvila A rioKt rmAa than 


(Lm^)^raesfree. . . 

Lily Ramos Rocha, whose 
husband had been mayor for 
many years, and her sister 
Remedies Sumampong, who 
been home economics 
supervisor for even more years. 


drive people into debt, since they 
prepare ml year by raising sheep 
and chickens for the feast grow- 
ing backyard fruits and vegeta- 
bles. 

Andaboutsuch special food as 
the manta ray, harpoooned at 
Pamilakan island, and so highly 



Tiny baskets are a Boholano speciality. 


Masses 

enjoying 

economic 

gains 


ECONOMIC gains since 1986 
have filtered down to the popula- 
tion. according to acting Socio- 
EconomiC Development 
Secretary Cayetano W. 

Paderanga Jr. 

Poverty incidence has drop- 
ped from” a full 51.9 per cent in 
1985 to 49.5 per cent by 1988, 
Padcrungu said, adding that in 
that year 5.3 million Filipino 
families struggled below the 
poverty line. 

He nevertheless pointed out 
that hud economic recovery not 
taken pluce. a million more 
families would have joined those 
living below paverij line. 

An additional 4 million jobs 
were also generated during the 
years 1985 to 1989. and that the 
unemployment rate was steadily 
brought doun from 12.5 percent 
in 1985 to only 9.2 per cent last 
year. Moreover underem- 
ployment also showed an 
improvement from 37.° per cent 
to 31.2 per cent in the same 
period. 

Paderanga said that “had the 
unemployment rate remained at 
the old level. 790.000 more peo- 
ple would have been out of jobs." 

The number of housing units 
built during the last Four years 
increased by almost 500 per cent, 
and that for I9S9 alone 89.670 
units were constructed com- 
pared to the 18.001 units built in 
1986. 

In the area of social services. 
Paderanga said that the “major 
indicators of the health situation 
also registered consistent 
improvements. Life expectancy- 
now stands at 64.J years, from 
63.1 years in 1985." ” 

Infant mortality rate has been 
reduced from 56.6 per 1.000 live 
births in 1 985 to just 5 1 .5 in 1 989. 
Paderanga said, stressiing that 
“in practical terms, this tran- 
slates to. among other things, 
more than 10.000 babies bom in 
1987 who would have joined the 
infant mortality ranks were it not 
for government Heafth'lmeH'en- 
lions.’* 

The crude death rale has lik- 
ewise been steadily brought 
down, from 7.9 per ! ,(K)0 popula- 
tion in 1 985 to 7.4 last year, poin- 
ting to the improved overall 
health status of the population. 



What is Mt Banahaw all about? 


(Continued from last week) 

Some people hear 
chanlings while under this water- 
fall, I ?nyself have heard some 
inner voices while bathing under 
this waterfall. This process is the 
finale of the three-step ritual in 
Sta Lucia which represents the 
cleansing of the body. This river 
is also the place where people fill 
their containers with the healing 
^mineral water to bring home. 

♦ .• 

The next step, the cleansing of 
the spirit, transpires in the “San 
Jacob" well which is an under- 
ground well 20 feet inside the 
earth's womb. To reach it, one 
has to snake-crawl, feel first, 
through a cleavage of rocks with 
only inches of clearance bet ween 
one’s face and the earth. My first 
experience in this venture was a 
combination of fear over a sensa- 
tion of going down into my 
grave, and excitement for what 
awaited me down below. There 
was a feeling of great accompli- 
shment upon finally landing on 
the cool moist quiet cave which 
can comfortably accommodate 
only - five or at the most seven 
people. There is a three-step steel 
ladder which leads to a sulfuric 
well sandwiched by cold mossy 
irock walls which is about two feet 
r wide, tapering into five feet long, 

and heaven-knows-how-deep. 1 

have heard it said that one ■ dio 
disappears into this well rea nes 
a library of knowledge anc -an 
re-surface after seven yeap thin- 
king that it tookhim^ly mm- 
utes. When I first dtp ied into the 
water three times, I saw smole 
steaming from the pores of my 
skin.This, they say. 

ing process of ^spimandp^ 

pie who have been possessed by 
naughty elements S et _2°™^ 

in to well. I always^ ^fre- 
shly dean after coming out o 
Jacob's well 
automatically 111,0 for 

lion, making me A n y et ££ 

1 sometime inlhecave A «*“ 
1 involuntarily burnt mtoaffi £ 
sobbina (and this happwef* 

constoeredaformpfemo^o^ 

cleansing. The trial fvrfW 

back on the 

time head first, is eh^en^S 
as it is going down. But one 


comes out or this cave feeling like 
a new born soul. 

The third step in the ritual is 
the “presentation” in the cave of 
St Peter which is a twin cave to St 
Paul’s. It is an awesome right to 
see the lit candles on the rocks at 
different levels. This spot serves 
as the “front desk” ofMt Bana- 
haw where all guests “register” in 
the “guest book of St Peter" and 
get properly introduced to the 
spirits of the mountain. 

There are many, many interes- 
ting“puestos" (spots) in Mt Ban- 
ahaw. One of my favourite spots 
is “Kinabuhayan” which has at 
its entrance a pool of crystal clear 
water through which is seen a 
giant footprint at the bottom. It 
is said that this foot-print belon- 
ged to Jesus Christ just as it is said 
that Mt Banahaw used to be the 
real Jerusalem. On my first 
exploration of Kinabuhayan, we 
went to the pool in “Santos 
Colegios” where one could jump 
into the . eightfeet deep water 
from the top of a big rock about 
1 2 feet high. It is important to be 
precise in jumping and in a way 
that the jump is a cruve, to avoid 
a layer of rockprotruding a few 
inches below. This challenge is an 
initiation into overcoming one’s 
fear, while for the bolder ones, it 
is an exciting test of courage. The 
first time 1 attempted to jump. I 
perceived it to be so easy until I 
realized that once on the verge of 
jumping, ray feet fell as if they 
were “nailed” to the rock. It 
made it doubly hard and 
embarrassingly difficult when 
(he peopledown in the pool star- 
ted to clap and cheer and yell, 
“YOU CAN DO IT.” Then it 
became a matter of win or lose... 
do or die and my determination 
dwindled into eternal hesitation. 
The trick I found todetemtinedly 
finish off the task was to back off 
about two feet away, run 

towards the edge and jump with- 
out thinking. It was so shocking 
to hear a primal scream which I 
realized I automatically let out 
on the way down into the ice cold 
water. What was really exasp- 
erating about this process was 
that after a successful stunt, I was 
not assured that fear will not be 

there the second time around. 
My second attempt was even 
more scary. But the primal 
scream always helped release all 


pent up fear, excitement, 
challenge, determination, and 
everything else that needed to be 
expressed. 

There is a place called “Ina Ng 
Awa” which has a nearly “foun- 
tain of youth.” Bathing in these 
waters is believed to make one 
look young and beautiful and 
“maraxni daw hahabol!” My 
Friend, Jenny, bathed several 
times because she wanted to be 
attractive enough to be chased. 
We had fun (easing her to beware 
of stray dogs who may chase her 
on the way down. Upon coming 
home, Jenny told me that her 
seven-year-old daughter did not 
recognize her and commented on 
how much younger she looked. 

The most challenging cave 
that I have braved going into is 
the “Jusgado” which took me 
years before Ben Blanco, our 
most able pator, allowed me to 
explore. It is a rocky cave which 
winds upward and can accom- 
modate only one curled body at a 
time. Once in, there is no backing 
out because the only direction is 
forward to be able to get out 
again. While inside, it is best to be 
very careful about breathing, for 
it is so easy for the candle's light 
to be Mown ofT and that results 
into pitch black “nothingness." 
To pass this test, it helps to be as 
flexible in body as well as in 
mind. Felix, a medium-sized 
friend, came out of this cave aQ 
muddied and scratched with his 
pants pulled down, while Elmo, 
who is three times his size, came 
out of it unblemished. Another 
favourite spot is the hill behind 
the guest house. I used to climb it 
before sunrise to watch the whole 
village below and listen to the 
countless sounds at dawn. 1 
would sit on a huge rock at its 
summit and greet the day with so 
’ much intensity. Now my big rock 
has been uprooted and replaced 
by a shed, the trees have grown 
tall on the slope and cover the 
view of the village. Steps have 
been improvised and bamboo 
bannisters have been planted all 1 
the way up for easy climb. I miss 
the old days when every thing was 
so visible from the summit at 
sunrise. Now, however, the spot 
has become ideal for a night of 
star gazing, full moon bathing 
and UFO watching. 

The Montelibano houses were 


built in 1984. My Banahaw trips 
became even more interesting 
with the constant presence of 
Boy Montelibano, a natural 
humorous philosopher, and his 
buddy, Ben Blanco, an intensely 
quiet “encyclopedia” providing 
all answers when it comes to 
metaphysical knowledge of deep 
ancient indigen uous teaching 
and practices. After spending the 
daytime exploring the “pues- 
tos,” I always looked forward to 
the evening sessions when the 
group continuously chats away 
until the wee hours of the morn- 
ing. It was these sessions that 
made each of ray visit to the 
sacred mountain special and 
unique. We covered various 
topics ranging from the history 
of the villages, tales bout the 
du wend es and enkantadas and 
other topics are not usually dis- 
cussed in an ordinary venue. 

It was during these nights that 
1 met different people.... healers, 
magicians, hermits, philoso- 
phers. initiates and others who 
would be considered unnormal 
in a regular place in the city. 
During these nights, we looked 
forward to being guided by Ben 
Blanco who triggered us into fly- 
ing astrally. At one time, when a 
first timer heard that Ben would 
send me flying, she started wide- 
eyed while 1 had my eyes closed 
waiting to be thrust up through 
the roof. On some nights we 
would just have fun laughing and 
talking about things of the spirit 
while exchanging loving healing 
massage. It was during these dis- 
cussions that I clearly under- 
stood the meaning of the rituals 
of my Catholic faith as well as the 
significance of relating with the 
saints and the hierarchy of 
angels. Itwas during these nighis 
that I met foreigners traveling the 
spiritual path and finding them- 
selves in Mt Banahaw while in 
search of psychic centers all over 
the world. It was during one of 
these nights that I met Andrea 
Cagan, an American Crystal 
Healer, who introduced me to 
the world of crystals which 1 am 
at present fully involved in. 

Mt Banahaw affects different 
people in different ways. To a 
psychic friend. Mt Banahaw was 
where she was ushered tsirally to 
the different sites to see what lay 


behind Uie caves and the rocks. 
Toastressed-outfriend.Mt Ban- 
ahaw is a place for finding inner 
peace. To a photographer. Mt 
Banahaw is a place to enjoy the 
sensuality of nature. 

To a healer. Mt Banahaw is a 
place to recharge his energy sys- 
tems to prepare him for another 
week of healing. To a power- 
seeker, Mt Banhaw is a place to 
go in search for amulets and talis- 
mans and to do service to deserve 
the power. To another, Mt Bana- 
haw could simply be a place to 
sleep. To my clairvoyant niece, 
Mt Banahaw is a place where she 
sees nymphs bathing in the river 
and hears chanlings of a “Misa 
Can La da" from a rock cathedral 
on a hill where according to her. 
all the spirits in the mountain 
converge on a Sunday. To a less 
fortunate friend, a weekend visit 
to the mountain gave him the 
scaiy experience of being held by 
a disconnected hand in the mid- 
dle of the night. To some. Mt 
Bananahaw was the place where 
they saw UFOs landing. To most 
of the pilgrims, Banahaw is a 
place of worship. To the sick, 
Banahaw is the place to be healed 
in the healing waters or by the 
natural healers of the mountain. 

And to another. Ml Banahaw 
could just be a place io relax and 
breathe fresh air. 

Mt Banahaw for me through 
the years has become the mys- 
tical' place where I hear loudly a 
very powerful silence which 
makes me go deep within me and 
list n to the inner voice that 
guides and reacquainis me to the 
5tirrings of my soul. After a 
weekend in Mt Banahaw I 
always come back to the city 
physically aching all over from 
the trails of the mountain climb, 
but in spirit feeling fresh, ener- 
gized and ready to face the recur- 
ring trials of the world. Ml Bana- 
haw, like anything else in life, is 
for me an instrument to bring 
about self-awareness. 

But my experience of Mt Ban- 
ahaw is not over yet. I am barely 
scratching her surface. There are 
higher "puestos” with finer 
vibrations. And ofcourse there is 
yet the challenge of reaching the 
“taluktok** (peak) where the 
crater is... and 1 am told that it is a 
totally enchanting haven, and 
altogether a different world. 


TAGAYTAY CITYrTourism 
Undersecretary Narzaalina 
Lim and representatives of 
the private tourism sector 
have assured local officials of 
their support to boost the 
tourism industry here. 

During a conference with 
members of the city council, 
Lim was briefed on the city’s 
tourism programme by Vice- 
Mayor Ben Emi and Coun- 
cilor Nick T. Enciso, 
president of the Association 
of Barangay Councils here, 
who heads the council's tour- 
ism committee. 

Emi said the city's tourism 
programme could not be fully 
implemented for lack of 
funds, adding that the 
national government 
provides additional assis- 
tance to realize viable tourism 
projects here. 

Lim. tourism under- 
secretary for operations, was 
impressed by the tourism 
potentials here. She said the 
Department of Tourism is 
operating the once famous 
Picnic Grove Resort here 
which was managed by the 
defunct Ministry of Human 
Settlements. 

Enciso cited the following 
problems affecting tourism 
here: Frequent traffic snarls 
along the Bacoor-Coastal 
Road, delaying commuters 
and tourists; poorly main- 
tained highway between Car- 
mona and Dasmarinas; and 
the difficulty in converting 
farm lots to tourism and 
industrial zones. However, 
the peace and order in the area 
is excellent, he added. 

Lim and her consultants 
inspected the areas. 


MASINLOC, Zambales: 
Lieut Col Jose Poblete, PC- 
INP commander has laun- 
ched a manhunt for the killers 
of two policemen, Philippine 
Olympian shooter Melchor 
Yap and his son Noel and 
another civilian. 

Poblete said that last Satur- 
day, a band of 15 heavily 
armed members of the New 
People's Army ambushed a 
police jeep and a small van 
coming from the mountain in 
silio Bulintin, barangauy 
Bam ban, this town. 

Masinloc Mayor Jessu 
Edora said that station com- 
mander Capt Alvi Fallorin 
was ;info mted that- there were 
armed men in barangay Barn- 
ban. The team sent by 
Fallorin found that the 
“armed men” were former 
Olympian-turned-hunter M- 
elchor Yap and his son Noel. 
They were invited by the 
police team which was three 
kilometres away. On the way, 
they were ambushed. 

The survivors — patrolmen 
Eric Polangco, Antonio 
Edora (cousin of Mayor 
Edora) and Roger Damasao 
— said that when the killers 
saw the indentifi cation cards 
of patrolman Reynaldo 
Arino and Arnold Mer- 
cellana, they shot them in the 
head several times. They also 
shot Yap and his son and their 
guide, Maximo Nadal. 

Edora said they were lucky 
the killers did not frisk them 
for their IDs. 

• * * 

PASAY cm Thea'ty coun- 
cil has approv.xl an ordinance 
requiring all restaurant 
owners and operators to have 
the kitchens of their establish- 
ments open to public view. 

Sponsored by Councillor 
Teodulo R. Lorca, the resolu- 
tion penalises restaurant 
owners and operators with 
imprisonment of six months 
and payment of PI, 000 cash if 
they are found guilty of viola- 
tion of the ordinance. 

Lorca said that he filed the 
ordinance “to remove 
unnecessary doubt and susp- 
icion on the sanitation prac- 
tices of restaurant employees 
in the preparation of food.” 

He said that restaurant 
patrons should have “peace 
of mind” on bow the food 
they have ordered is 
prepared.” 

The councilloradded that a 
survey showed that most res- 
taurants in the city have their 
kitchens concealed from 
public view. 

* * * 

LAO AG CITY: Measures for 
tight aviation immigration 
and customs security are 
needed for the reopening of 
the Laoag international air- 
port, Defence Secretary Fidel 
V. Ramos said. 

He cited the requirements 
in response to the query about 
the airport by provincial 
board member Edward San- 
tos during a recent regional 
peace and order council meet- 
ing here. 

Gov. Rodolfo Farinas, 
RPOC chairmar., had been 
asking the national leaders to 
reopen the airport to spur 
economic activities in the 
Ilocos region. 

Saying that he loo is 
interested, Ramos stressed "it 
should not be used for con- 


traband and anti-government 
activities. 

* * « 

PASAY CITY: A Pasay City 
policeman and an uniden- 
tified gunman were killed 
while two others, one a 12- 
year old bystander, were 
wounded during a brief gun- 
battle aL the Pasay City 
rotonda shortly before 1 1 last 
nighi. 

Pfc. Fernando de Castro, 
officer-on-case, identified the 
slain policeman as Pfc. 
Emmanuel Pujafte, about. 36, 
and assigned at the Pasay City 
mobile patrol bureau. He was 
flit once at the left chest, just 
above his heart, and was 
declared dead on arrival at the 
San Juan De Dios Hospital. 
The slain gunman who died 
on the spot remained uniden- 
tified as of I a.m today. 

Wounded were Michelle 
Pavia, 12, daughter of a ven- 
dor who was hit at the left leg 
and another person who was 
with the gunman was hit in the 
left thigh. 

Reports said that Pfc. 
Pujalte and Pal. Wilfredo 
Tayawa were on a routine 
patrol on board mobile car 
with Body No. 106 when they 
spotted Tour persons with bul- 
ging waistlines aL the comer 
of EDSA and Sarhenlo 
Mariano. Pfc. Pujalte called 
the attention of the four and 
asked them to come near them 
but while the policeman was 
about to frisk the four, one of 
them pulled a gun of an unkn- 
own caliber and fired at the 
slain policeman. Although 
wounded Pujalte was able to 
fire hitting one of them. 

Patrolman Tayawa also 
fired his gun, prompting the 
three to run towards Cuneta 
Ave but responding 
policemen “were able to 
collar the two who. instead of 
giving up, one of them shot it 

out. (Angelo Rilles) 

* * * 

PASAY CITY: A business- 
woman was shot dead while 
another was seriously woun- 
ded in a holdup staged the 
other night by two men who 
posed as customers inside the 
woman's carinderia in Pasay 
City. 

Oneofthe two suspects was 
arrested later after a mob cor- 
nered him while trying to flee. 
He was identified as Albino 
Bahiyot, 21, a construction 
worker, of reclamation area 
in Pasay City. 

Capt. Armando Aprid, 
Pasay City police criminal 
investigation division (C1D) 
chief, identified the slain vic- 
tim as Aurora Agno, 49, 
owner/manager of Ruvic's 
Carinderia inside the Pasay 
City Public Market. 

She was pronounced dead 
on arrival at the San Juan De 
Dios Hospital (SJDH) after 
suffering two gunshot 
wounds in the back fired from 
a .38 caliber pistol, police 
said. (Shirley S. Matins) 

* ■ * * 

MANILA: A suspected mem- 
ber of the Japanese Yakuza 
gang was arrested by 
National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (NB1) during a raid in his 
house on Paranaque the other 
day. 

NB1 Director Alfredo Lim 
identified the suspect as Yasu- 
hami Noma, 48, of Tokyo, 
Japan. He was surprised when 
NBI agents raided his house 
on Levitown, Belter Living 
Subdivision, Paranaque. 

NBI said Noma was 
involved in recruiting Filipina 
entertainers to Japan and 
later forced them into pros- 
titution. He was arrested 
upon the request of Tokyo 
Interpol. Seized from him 
were several travelling 
papers, and other documents. 

Dm said the Noma arrived 
in Manila in 1987 as tourist 
and uses a recruiting agency 
in Ermita as his front of his 
illegal activities. (Vic Vega) 

* * * 

CEBU CITY: An Ilonggo 
businessman was killed and 
his companion was seriously 
injured Friday afternoon 
when their motor-cycle ram- 
med a concrete fence in 
barangay Guadalupe, at Lhe 
uptown area of Cebu City, 
police reported. 

Killed was Antonio 
Archival, a trader from Iloilo 
City and temporarily staying 
in Taraalaban, this city. 

Injured was Fioro Gon- 
zales, also a businessman, of 
Guadalupe, police said. 

Police said Archival and 
Gonzales were riding a 
motorcycle in tandem from 
downtown Cebu City when it 
rammed a concrete fence 
upon reaching barangay 
guadalupe. 

Archival and Gonzales 
were taken to the Cebu City 
Medical Center, wh; 
Archival w„«i dead on arrival, 
police said. 

• • * 

LAOAG CITY: The Ilocos 
Norte provincial develop- 
ment council (PDC) chair- 
manned by Gov. Rodolfo C. 
Farinas was cited as the most 


active provincial develop- 
ment council in the Ilocos 
region during the recent 
Regional Development 
Council (RDC) meeting in 
San Fernando, La Union. 

The award, the most 
coveted recognition given to a 
provincial government by lhe 
RDC and the National Econ- 
omic and Development Auth- 
ority (NEDA). was announ- 
ced by Tourism Secretary 
Peter Garrucho, Cabinet 
officer for Region I, and Gov. 
Rafael Colet. RDC chairman 
of Ilocos regi on. 

The provincial develop- 
ment council was cited for Us 
accomplishments which were 
evaluated against its targets 
and objectives for the year. 

Also, the Ilocos None 
council was cited for its efforts 
to conduct regular monthly 
meetings with the active par- 
ticipation of non-government 
organizations and the 
religious sector led by Laoag 
Bishop Edmundo Abaya. 

During the year, the 
provincial development 
council played a major role in 
the implementation of the 
province wide "Rang-ay ti 
Barangay." a barangay 
outreach programme which 
has virtually revolutionized 
public services with the 
provincial officials delivering 
basic government services to 
the remotest ba ran gays of the 
province. 

At present, the outreach 
programme has already 

served some 170 barangays. 

* • * 

QUEZON CITY : An hour- 
long fire hit the Araneta Com- 
mercial Complex and gutted 
about 50 stalls located at the 
Quezon Bargain Arcade, 
Cubao, Quezon City, last 
nighL Damage was placed at 
P4 million. 

Reports said no one was 
injured. 

Initial investigation 
showed that the fire started at 
about S p.m. from the ceiling 
of Patrick Shoes, General 
Roxas Ave., fronting Araneta 
Coliseum. However, the 
cause was not immediately 
known. 

Capt Au gusto Parlade, 
Cubao police detachment 
chief, ordered his men to cor- 
don oft the area to prevent 
looting. 

Reports said it was the 
second fire to hit the same 
area in 10 years. 

* • • 

PASIG: Four unidentified 
armed men broke into the 
Philippine Daily Globe 
offices in Pasig and made oft 
with P360.000 in payroll 
money. 

Cpl Roily Magsalin, Eas- 
tern Police District (EPD) 
investigator, said that the 
money had just been withdr- 
awn from tiie nearby Inter- 
bank branch by three Globe 
employees when the robbers 
struck’. 

Police identified the 
employees as Lilia Cruz, 
Sheena Carlos and Tes Villan- 
ueva, all assigned to the 
cashier's department. 

A security guard of the 
firm, identified as Rodrigo 
Dacayan, 23, told probers 
that he was escorting the three 
employes when a suspect held 
him by the neck on the ground 
floor and announced the hol- 
dup. The robbers were armed 
with .45 calibre pistols, inves- 
tigators said. 

MANILA: Public Works and 
Highway Secretary Fiorello 
Estuar said that he will not 
recommend to the President 
the removal of any of his five 
undersecretaries and seven 
assistant secretaries. 

Estuar told reporters that 
there will be no revamp or 
significant movement among 
ranking DPWH officials 
except a few directors who 
will be replacing four regional 
directors who are set to retire. 

He said . lai he is happy and 
satisfied with the perfor- 
mance of his secret a nes and 

assistant secretaries. 

* * * 

MANILA: Defence and 

military authorities moved to 
stop rampant euortion j>-j: 
activities reported i ■ being V} 
perpetrated by some ulitary^- 
men assigned to ma check- 1 
points on highways. 

Maj. Gen. Ram- .1 Mon- 
tano, PC-INP chief, directed 
the Constabulary Highway 
Patroi Group (o field special 
teams to check “mulcting" by 
constabulary men at check- 
points. 

Military men 'ere reported 
to have been extorting money 
from traders of vegetables 
and other food items being 
transported from the provin- 
ces to Metro Manila. 

Earlier, Defence Secretary 
Fidel V. Ramos had ordered 
the arrest of armed forces per- 
sonnel, including policemen, 
causing undue delay in the 
movement of food supplies to 
Manila. I 

He said extortion is most 
rampant in the Bicol and 
Tagalog regions. 




VARIETY 


Cosby’s real-life brood are a credit to him - except. . . 


FUNNYMAN BUI Cosby — 
mega-rich from his top-rated TV 
series about a happy, iovmg clan 
—has a far from perfect relation- 
ship with his real-life family. 


daughter Erinn for eloping with a 

man almost twice her age. Ennn 
was on honeymoon in Peurto 
Rico with 39 -year-old artist 
Edward Ruiz three weeks after 

^Itwasthe last straw for Cosby, 
author of a best-selling book 
about fatherhood. . 

For college drop-out Ennn 
was an alcoholic at 14 and on 
cocaineatl8. 

Cosby, 53, rated the second- 
highest paid entertainer in 
America, told her even before she 
met Ruiz that she was not wel- 
come at the family .home. 

"She is not aperson to be trus- 
ted,” he said. “She has never held 
down a job, never kept an apart- 
ment for more than six months. 
She uses her boyfriends. 
Developmen tally, she's still 
around 1 1 years old." 

In the end, he says, he became 
convinced nothing could help 
her but “tough love". He said: 
“You think you’re not a good 
parent because you don’t answer 
the call but you can’tlet a lad use 

you.” „ u . 

But Erinn claims Cosby is res- 
ponsible for her addiction 
problems. “I wanted to be closer 
to Dad but he was always 
involved with work and running 
his own life,” die said. 

“We hardly saw him when he 
was on the road, and when I did I 
was intimidated.” . 

“My father was the nch. 
famous and powerful Bill Cosby, 
one of the most important men in 
American entertainment It was 
awesome." 

And the aspiring actress, who 
was spending £130 a day on 
cocaine at one stage, went on: I 
can’t believe how Dad managed 
to go on with his show every 
week, portraying America’s 
favourite father while having a 
daughter like me causing so 
much trouble and pain.” 
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BUI Cosby with his screen wife, played by Phylicio Rashad, in The Cosby Show. 

Errin - the reb el who’s milling his cosy image 

' . _ , f (Inn, thp show. 


Cosby’s other four children 

seem to be behaving more like the 

three daughters and son of his 


TV family. Eldest daughter 
Erika, 24, is studying for a 
graduate degree in art and son 
Ennis, 20, is at college. 

His youngest daughters, Ensa, 

1 6, and Evin 13, are doing well at 
school and intend to go tyo 
college, too. 

They are, says Cosby, “five 
children with an automatic sup- 
port system who receive 
encouragement. Erinn seems to 
be the only one who is really 
selfish and refuses to take res- 
ponsibility for herself.” . 

Cosby had his own family m 

mind when The Cosby Show first 

went out in America in 1 984. 
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Bill in his very early days when he worked as a stand-up comic 


Fisfinhower’s birth centennial 

Ike - ‘greatest hero 
of the greatest war!’ 

WASHINGTON, (UPI): Former US President Dwight D- EkaJ- 

ower who led the Allied armies to victory over Nazi Germany m World 

War EL was honoured a century after his birth at a joint session of 
Congress last week, as “The greatest hero of the greatest war m 

^*For millions the world over who still like Ike, he remaiiu a 
reassuring symbol of the extraordinary qualitte that he wthm srann- 
gl y ordinary people,” said Senate Republican Leader Robert Dole of 

Kansas. . , _ . . ~ 

“A century after his birth, we recognize the man from Abuene is a 
symbol of democratic opportunity ina world where old 
crumbling like the wall that once artificially divided East from west, 
said Dole, chairman of the Eisenhower Centennial Co mmiss ion. 

“Noman didmore to rid ourplanet ofthe Nazi scourge. No one gave 
more in the cold war against human enslavement. And no one deserves 
more gratitude from a world waking up to its potential.” 
jhe nearly two-hour tribute in the house chamber to the man known 
as Ike was part of a year-long celebration marking the centennial of 
Eisenhower’s birth on Oct 14, 1890, in Dension, Texas, from which his 
f am fl y m ovcd to his childhood home in Abilene, Kansas, in 1892. 

Eisenhower, who rose from poverty to become a West Point 
graduate and Supreme Allied Commander of the Forces that began 
liberating Europe from Nazi tyranny on D-Day , June 6, 1944, was 
elected the nations’s 34th president as a Republican m 1952andagamin 
1956. 

He died on March 28, 1969, at age 78. ' 

Eisenhower family members, including grandson David Eisenhower 
and his wife, Julie Nixon Eisenhow^, listed in the House cumber to 

in history,” said Cronkite, who interviewed Eisenhower fir his tdev- 

“SSSkii, at leat in part .... because he possessed the m^ic 
<■„ .Un. conid draw together in common cause those of difier- 
^rcronkite said. “In sort, he was a 

le thnEiseohower, looking remarkably like hisdaAsaid “I believe 
he'd like to be remembered simply as the good soldier. 
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actor had had equal billing with a He may have paced hnnsdf 
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Culp says if he had not helped in which his TV wife, son and 

Cosby with acting lessons, the daughter appeared arm-in-arm 
comic would have been axed with Mickey Mouse. 
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Sometimes it’s physical s«, or pure love^p . . 

deal, but people labelled hnn a sex 
Pragya, an Indian. * . . 

The cpmmtme, or ashram, houses 7,000 . 

from all parts of the world at any given 

Two are from the Soviet Union. One said die was., 
from Lisichansk in the Ukraine. Her translator * 
Ma Xrvan Mada, an architect who left Soviet 
Armenia in 1976 for Canada. . . v l v • 

“I see true communism here m this comsamK 
where there is no suppresrion of the individual, . 
Mada said. 

Raineesh’s views on the ideal txmimune areprart- 
is ed at t h^»direm T whim In? started the sectm 1974. • 
and provoked people with irreverent a tta c ks on 
religious figures and poHticiaiis. 

Rumours of sexual orgies and drog-taking grew 
as his communie sweUed with European md 
Ameri can youths who came east on the hip pie t rail. 

Fuelling the rumours were Rajneesb’s views that _ 
marriage was an outdated conceit and that estahu- 
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guilty if he pursued material luxuries. He baa 93 
Rolls Royces and masses of jewds. 

“In the new world to which I have dedicated my 
whole life, there should be no marriage, only lovers. 
Whether one is man or woman, everybody needs 

change aLleast once in a while,” said Rajuecsh in one 

1CC Ju3erman photographer visiting the ashram said 
Rajneesh attracted disciples by evolving a philoso- 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Companies 
invited 
to develop 
oilfields 

HOUSTON, Texas, March 31, 
officmls from ihc 
soviet Union have invited Wes- 
tern companies to help develop 
five troublesome oil and eas 
areas in their country. 

t Six top national and local 
Soviet energy officials outlined 
“s hope to develop 
with Western assistance during a 
seminar held in conjunction with 
Professional Geophysics Inc. 
About 160 oil company 
representatives attended the 
Tuesday meeting. 

Professional Geophysics 
officials said it is the first lime 
toat the Soviets have offered 
definite areas for development 
by Western companies. The offer 
is being made through Mdseis. a 
jomt venture between the Soviets 
and Professional Geophysics. 
Four areas in the western 

gi Siberian basin the Soviets want 
to develop are the Russian 
hydrocarbon pool, the Bak- 
hilovsk area, the Vanyegansk 
area and the Krasnoleninsk area. 
Those areas are estimated to hold 
reserves of 1 3 billion barrels of 
oiL 

The Soviets also are inviting 
Western companies into the 
Bashkir region of the Volga- 
Urals basin, which has deep, 
undiscovered oil and gas poten- 
tial 

"We have outlined program- 
mes for the near future, but of 
course we can extend this 
programme” said Aklim K v 
Moukhamelzianov, deputy min- 

4 ister of the Soviet Oil and Gas 
Industry. 

Development of the areas 
won’t be easy, and that is one of 
the main reasons the Soviets are 
looking for Western help, said 
Kindel P. McNeill, vice- 
president of Professional Geo-' 
physics. 

Problems include high paraf- 
fin content, large amounts of 
hydrogen sulphide under high 
pressure, low-gravity oil and 
thick layers of permafrost, 
McNohsaid. 

Moukhamelzianov said the 
Soviete have experts who-know- • 

howro attack the problems, but 
^th^^doiiThave ■sroiaeor^ib?^ 
nology and equipmeutlqdajtby 
themselves. 

Although the Soviets have 
moved at a slow pace in recent 
negotiations with other UScom- 

^ panies, they have set a speedy 

Ttimetable for projects in the five 
areas described Tuesday. Joint 
venture partners should be selec- 
ted by fall, and work could begin 
some time after Jan 1 , according 
to information distributed at the 
seminar. 

Soviet and Professional Geo- 
physics officials said the terms 
will be worked out with each par- 
tnership. Bui a booklet handout 
described the parameters of 
prospective joint ventures stated 
that the “share of the Soviet side 
in the authorised fund of a joint 
venture shall comprise not less 
than 51 percent.” 

The lifting costs* of reserves in 
the targeted areas will be in the 
vicinity of $7 to 8 a barrel, said 
Professional Geophysics pre- 
sident Tom RusseU. 

‘ Third World 
calls for 
EEC help 

SUVA. Fiji. March 31 .(Reuter): The 
African. Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) group of developing nations 
on Wednesday called for European 
Economic Community help to 
relaunch failed international com- 
modity agreements. . ■ 

“Every means should be found m 
order to revitalise ihe commodity 
agreements,” Surinam’s Finance 
Minister William Grep told mmisuas 
from the two groups, tor the 

first lime since they sjgnedtheL^M 
IV trade convention last December. 

The pact is named after the capital 
of Togo, the West African country 

where it was signed. 

The international coltee 
agreement, which sought ro siabil^ 
priS^rough production quotas, 
collapse in 1989. 

A similar pact between .cocoa 

teaessysa? 


urine the meeting, Uw 
redlbe ACP it would 

^ro renew the two agreements. 

“diplomats said. 

“£ud other interventioBiw 

epes.they^ 1 , ^^Ucd 

“n^lishli on. ■o .jg^ 

• producers more compeuuve- 


The week fn business 


Personal income of US workers surges 


Woes on Wall Street continue 


NEW YORK, March 31. (UPI): Woes 
on Wall Street continued with one 
major brokerage filing for bankruptcy 
protection, another seltingthe stage for 
hundreds of layoffs and a third 
announcing a restructuring intended to 
bolster its balance sheet. 

Thomson McKinnnon Securities 
Inc., the nation's nimh-largest brok- 
erage that suffered devas taring losses in 
its retail brokerage business after the 
29S7 stock market crash, Wednesday 
filed for bankruptcy protection. 

One analyst said Thomson's bank- 
ruptcy filing appeared to be part of a 
trend on Wall Street, which has been 
jolted by Drexel Burnham Lambert 
Group lnc’.s collapse and layoffs at 


Sheursim Lehman Huuon Inc. and 
Merrill Lynch and Co. 

“The filing was long anticipated and 
marks the be ginning of the final stage in 
the liquidation of the brokerage firm 
commenced last fall,” Thomson said. 

Thomson listed S89 million in total 
assets and SI 39 million in total 
liabilities. 

\ Meanwhile. Prudential- Buche 
Securities Inc., (he nation's fburth-lur- 
gesl securities firm, indicated il would 
eliminate several hundred jobs in the 
coming months, most likely in the 
investment banking area. 

The expected cutbacks at the firm 
reflect its attempt to steer away from 
being a full-service brokerage and 


eliminate hu si nesses with shrinking 
returns 

A recapitalisation plan was announ- 
ced Thursday by Kidder, Peabody 
Group Inc. where by its parent. Gen- 
eral Electric Co. will inject S550 million 
into (he firm. 

Kidder will sell ns portfolio of high- 
yield, high-risk junk bonds and tem- 
porary bridge loans to GE Capital 
Corp.. another GE Unit. In turn Kid- 
der will return SHOO million to GE Fin- 
ancial Ser\ ices, ihe GF Entity that con- 
trols both Kidder and GE Capital. 

On the international front, slock 
prices on the Tokyo Slock Exchange 
finished the last trading day of fiscal 
year 1989 on a dow n note as investors 


feared profit taking from institutional 
investors. 

Friday was the Iasi trading day of 
Japan's fiscal 1989. and stock holdings 
are valued on the basis of the day's 
dosing prices. The new fiscal year 
begins Sunday. 

After posting its second-largest one- 
day gain ever Monday, the Tokyo 
market retreated throughout the 
remainder of the week to wipe out the 
1468.33-potnt surge. 

Domestically, factory orders 
rebounded by 1.8 per cent in February , 
boosted by’ increased demand for 
automobiles, defence items and com- 
munications gear, the Commerce 
Department said Frida v. 


Overall transportation orders were 
up by 10-4 per cent last month after 
toppling by 29.4 percent in January. 

ITte personal income of American 
workers increased by 0.9 per cent in 
February and the rate of personal sav- 
ings was up substantially but spending 
slowed, the Commerce Department 
said Thursday. 

Some private analysts said that it 
appears there is widespread concern 
about the state of the sluggish US econ- 
omy. 

The S40.6 billion increase in personal 
income brings the monthly total to S4.6 
trillion, the Department's Bureau of 
Economic analysis said. The revised 
January total was jusl shy of ihe SA.b 


trillion mark. 

Another government report Wed- 
nesday showed that after-tax profits of 
American corporations crept up by 2.8 
per cent or 94.3 billion in the fourth 
quarter of I9&9 but fell by 4.7 per cent 
or SS billion for the year. 

“1 think what we've learned is a slow- 
growth economy is one where business 
profits take the hit." said Robert 
Dederick. chief economist for North- 
ern Trust in Chicago. 

Also Wednesday, the Commerce 
Department said nation-wide sales of 
new single-family homes edged up 3.1 
per cent in February, with a huge gain 
in the south offsetting a big plunge in 
the northeast. 


European finance ministers meet 


Plans to form 
monetary union 


Opec to implement Kuwait’s proposal 

Quota system to be reviewed 


GALWAY, Ireland, March 31. 
(AP): European finance mini- 
sters gathered today for fresh dis- 
cussions on their ambitions plans 
to form a monetary union with 
an American-style central bank 
and a common currency. 

The ministers, representing 
the dozen nations of the 
European Economic Commun- 
ity, were likely to focus most of 
their day-long talks on proposals 
. for quickly putting together an 
economic and monetary merger. 

No decisions were expected 
from the informal meeting at 
Ashford Castle, a luxury hotel in 
the village of Cong on Lough 
Corrib in Western Ireland. 

The ministers* talks are part of 
V. a sends that commfoity~oflraals 
coming months to 
..' discuss the trading bloc’s future' 
shape. 

French President Francois 
Mitterrand, West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
others have urged the commun- 
ity to form even closer links in 
response to the political 
upheavals in Eastern Europe. 

They argue the community 
must be strengthened to give 
badly needed support to the 
emerging democracies on the 








Helmul Kohl 

eastern half of the continent. 

Moreover, they want to make 
sure that East Germany and its 
powerhouse' economy "remain 
firmly anchored in the commun- 
ity. They fear it will be distracted 
by the rush to a united Germany. 

’ As a result, some of the leaders 
have begun pressing for a quick 
economic and monetary merger 
and a political union of the 12 
nations in the coming years. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher has opposed such 
radical moves, fearing a Joss of 
sovereignty to new European 
institutions. 

At today's talks, the finance 


ministers will take a look at a 
proposal drawn up by the com- 
munity's executive body for an 
independent banking system, 
patterned after the US Federal 
Reserve and the West German 
Bundesbank. 

In a recent interview, Henning 
Christophersen, vice-president 
of the trading bloc, said the ban- 
king system could be sei up in 
1993 under an accelerated 
timetable foreconomicand mon- 
eiary union. 

The economic merger of the 
dozen nations, he said, “is now 
going to be part of the European 
architecture." 

“It is not only an ambition for 
some governments or for the 
commission (the community's 
execuiivfcbody ),".he said. . .. 

The community is considering 
a three-stage blueprint for econ- 
omic integration that recom- 
mends creation of a European 
system of central banks, nick- 
named Eurofed, and use of the 
ECU — the European Currency 
Unit — as the joint currency. 

The first stage of the plan will 
go into effect on July 1 when 
governments co-ordinate more 
closely their economic and mon- 
etary policies. Capital and 


US gives aid to Turkey 

Minister seeks to boost growth 


ANKARA, March 31, (Reuter): The United Slates signed 
an agreement here to transfer SI4.3 million in economic 
support funds to Turkey, the US embassy said on Thurs- 
day. 

The funds, part of a larger programme of US aid to 
Turkey, will be used for balance of payment support, a 
statement said. 

Turkey, the third largest recipient of US security assis- 
tance, has also received $497.85 million in foreign military 
financing for 1 990, it said. 

The US- government has deducted a small amount from 
ail assistance programmes, including Turkey's, to finance 
President George Bush's war against drugs. No reduction 
ratio was given. 

The statement said Turkey had set a positive example 
for other debtor countries with its external debt man- 
agement and bad achieved a current account surplus for 
two straight years after a long-existing deficit problem. 

Turkey's current account balance, expected to yield a 
surplus of some 51 billion m 1989, gave a record SI.5 
billion surplus in 1988 — the first surplus since 1973. 

The country's overall balance of payments gave a $2,5 
billion surplus last year, compared to surplus of $888 
million in 1988 and S993 million in 1987. 

Motherland won 36 per cent of the vote in November 
1987. Its support has been between 12 and 15 percent for 
most of the past year, mainly because of inflation which 
stood at an annual 59 percent in February. 

Pakdcmirli, an Ozal protege regarded by Western bank- 
ers as one of the most able men in the cabinet, was one of 
four ministers handling economic polk?. 

He resignedafiercriucisinggovernmcnt policy. Foreign 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz quit for similar reasons last 
month. 

“We must give new messages to the nation. We must 
display the strength of the stale and increase the con- 
fidence of citizens." Paidemirii told Motherland deputies 
on Tuesday. 


exchange controls will be aboli- 
shed so money can move freely 
among the nations. 

The plan calls for all curre ncies 
to be linked in the exchange rate 
mechanism of the European 
monetary system, which keeps 
their values roughly steady 
within certain bands. The 
currencies of Britain, Portugal 
and Greece do not belong. 

Thatcher has promised to 
enter the pound into the mechan- 
ism but has given no date. 

The blueprint’s second phase 
would be marked by introduc- 
tion of Eurofed, which would co- 
ordinate monetary policy among 
the nations. Each now has a 
separate central bank to map 
monetary strategy. 

The new system would be con- 
trolled by a council made up of 
the 12 central bank governors 
and a smaller group of directors. 
Directors would be appointed 
for long terms. 

In the final phase, the joint 
currency would be phased in. 

Community leaders agreed 
late last year to open a special 
conference next December to 
revise their founding treaty of 
Rome to set up new monetary 
institutions. 


West German 
firm fined 

WASHINGTON. March 31. 
UP1): A West German com- 
pany has been fined 800,000 for 
illegally passing on to third coun- 
He clashed publicly with State Minister Gunes Taner tr jes us materials that can be 
this month when Taner said annual infiaiion this year nse( i : nuclear weaoons and 

would be hauled down to around 30 per cent. zfj 

u Iiis not realistic. We have stated in the budget thai we reactors, the Commerce Depart- 
expect annual inflation this year would be hauled down to meni saia yesterday, 

around 30 per cent. The company, Degussa A.G., 

“It is not realistic. We have stated in the budger that wc re-exported the materials to 

expect annual inflation of around 42 per cent. Projections Britain, Italy, Czecholovakia, 

show it will be around 54 peT cent," Pakdcmirli told other India and North Korea without 

„ , . . approval from US officials, the 

3 should not contradict but rather try to answer the department’s Bureau of Export 

expectations of the nation, be added. p 

Political sources said Akbulut, a bland former c^iora a rv. 

parliamentary speaker chosen by OzaJ to lead the party _ 

las l November, was likely to name one person as economic 1987, Degussa sent three 

“supremo.' 1 shipments of US beryllium pow- 

Possibfe candidates Include Slate Ministers Kemal Akk- tervlliummtrate fromWtst Ger 

aya and Husnu Dogan. Justice Minister Oltan Sungurlu "“J" 1 ."T55 
and former Economic State Minister Yusuf Ozal. the many to India and Britain, those 

preside ni'sbroiher.theysaid. agency said. 

Opposition parties have been pressing for an early ft also said that between Sept 
general election but political commentators believe the 15, 1986, and Oct 15, 1987, the 

government will carry on with its 281 seats on the 450-seat company passed shipments of 

parliament. US-origin zirconium to North 

.. ,V- U ^ h T"' 1 1 of a ^ rm , Korea. Czechoslovakia and 

for the government which ! believe Akbulut will take into -tt,- beryllium materialcr-in he 

consideration, Sami Kohen. a commentator for the Skin 

liberal daily MiUiyet, told Reuters. use ? ,n . makin 8 or ^"E nuclear 


KUWAIT. March 31. c Agencies): Ope c will implement 
Kuwait's proposal in cancelling Ihc quota system and 
eliminate production ceiling in accordance with the chan- 
ges in the oil market a Kuwaiti daily said today. 

Al Seyaisah said that this move needs time before 
comprehensive implementation. 

K uw ait at l he begi nning of the year suggested ca ncelling 
Opec's quota system and returning to free production in 
line with prospeers of an increase in world demand during 
the coming years (u standards that arc above Opec's 
production. 

The daily said that Kuwait's point of view was being 
accepted and understood by Opec members even though 
ihe issue was noi discussed in the recent Vienna meeting of 
Opec's pricing committee. 

W or id oil circles descri bed K uwatt's su ggestion as “ rea 1- 
istic and scientific'' because non-Opcc oil exporting coun- 
tries had reached the highest level of production, the daily 
added. 

Free production will not flood the oil market and 

consequently result in a crisis similar to that in 1982 
because major production capacity will be limited to three 
countries, the doily said without naming them. 

Meanwhile. Opec secretary -general Dr Subroto today 
firmly denied a report featured in an oil industry publica- 
tion that the organisation's meeting with independent oil 
producers in Muscat. Oman, last weekend failed to agree 
to moves to formalise (heir relationship. 

In a telephone interview with Opecna from the US oil 
state of Alaska, where he is currently on an official visit. 
Subroto stressed that representatives ai the talks did not 
vote against a motion to establish a permanent joint 
committee “because i here was no such motion puiforwa rd 
to be voted on.” 


The secretary -general was replying to a report carried in 
the March 27 issue of the specialist publication “ Platt's 
Oilgram News." 

Subroto si ressed that technical experts from both Opec 
and i he so-ca 1 led group of I ndependen r Oi 1 Product ng and 
Exporting Countries 1 1 pec) were represented at the meet- 
ing "at a very high level." 

He pointed out that during the talks, which he attended, 
officials discussed the main issues affecting the interests of 
all oil producers, “frankly and in such a manner as to 
enrich their understanding of those issues, especially with 
regard to maintaining oil market stability, both in the 
short and long-term." 

Subroto added that the delegates agreed to continue to 
explore “these and other issues at a technical level and to 
discuss them at future meetings, with a view to identifying 
areas of commonality of interest.'' 

The secretary-general declared; “It would be presump- 
tuous toexpect that sucha technical meeting could achieve 
anything more than this, having regard to the fact that it 
was not a policy-making body.” 

He explained that the representatives would have to 
report the outcome of the meeting to their various govern- 
ments, with a view to receiving guidance from their mini- 
sters for further action tostrengthen co-operation between 
Opec and Ipec. 

The Omani meeting was attended by experts from all 13 
Opec member countries and officials from Colombia and 
Mexico from Latin America. Angola and Egypt (Africa), 
Oman and North Yemen (Middle East), China and 
Malaysia (Asia). Norway and the Soviet Union (Europe), 
together with the Canadian province of Alberta and the 
US state of Alaska. 


Jordan starts IMF talks 


Bid to clear way for more credit 


Meanwhile, Adrian Kahveri, a Western-educated tech- 
nocrat, took over as Turkey’s finance minister yesterday, 
seeking to boost economic growth to improve the ruling 
party's dismal electoral fortunes. 

"If wc cannot push the real growth rate to over four per 
cent we cannot expect to get votes." he told businessmen 
shortly before his appointment to replace Ekrem Pak- 
demirJi, who resigned on Wednesday following dis- 
agreements over economic policy. 


company passed shipments of 
US-origin zirconium to North 
Korea, Czechoslovakia and 

The beryllium ma terials can be 
used in making or testing nuclear 
explosives, while zirconioum can 
be used to make uranium rods 
that fuel nuclear reactors, it said. 

Such re-exports of US nuclear 
materials are strictly controlled 
both for national security 
reasons and to prevent prolifera- 
tion of nuclear weapons tech- 
nology. 


AMMAN, March 31. (Reuter): Jordan, almost a year into 
a reform programme agreed with the International Mon- 
etary Fund, began talks with IMF officials today on 
disbursement of the next tranche of a S77-million standby 
credit. 

Wecxpeci the talks to be very friendly and constructive 
and to end in approval of the next tranche." a Jordanian 
official, who asked not to be named, told Reuters. 

He said Jordan would sign in mid-April a long-delayed 
rescheduling accord with commercial banks grouped in 
the London Club, paving the way for new loans of up to 
550 million. 

Bankers involved in the deal confirmed that prospects 
tor the new money had improved. They said doubts raised 
mainly by Kuwait-based banks, owed about 25 percentof 
Jordan's Sl.l billion bank debt, seemed to have been 
surmounted. 

“All the information we have is that the majority, say 90 
or 95 percent, of the new- money is there." the official said. 

This month Jordan repaid the last of London Club 
arrears of SS0 million originally due by the end of 1989, and 
plans to use any new money partly to cover 1990 interest 
due to banks. 

China warns 
US on trade 

BEIJING, March 31. (UPl); A sen- 
ior Chinese trade official warned 
today that a move by the US Con- p£ 

gross to revoke a preferential trade , 

status for China could backfire and PllOt 

added that US trade with Hong 
Kong could also be “seriously afTec- CvJU 

ted.” 

Li Lanqing, vice-minister of the 
Ministry of Foreign Economic Re la- Por 

Lions and Trade, spoke at a news rui 

conference during the ongoing ses- nrnmotit 

sion of the National People's Con- ,, 

gross. China's rubber-stamp EXCCllCl 

parliament. 

Li's warning echoed that issued on 3 jILuj 

Wednesday by Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen. who said a US | 

revocation of'most favoured nation' For it COK 

trade status for China would lead to 
“major retrogression” in relations SCrVlCC* 1 
between Beijing and Washington. t j ^ 

“It is said that some US Senators /\IIU aCC 

are considering to suspend or rem o ve 
most favoured nation treatment 
granted to China," U said. 

Removal of MFN status would 
slap tariffs of up to 100 per cent on 

many Chinese exports to the United 

States. , — mm 


The London Club steeringcommittee agreed in Novem- 
ber the fresh loans would carry interest at 13/16 poin over 
Libor to be paid at the end of their three-year term, 
diplomats said. 

Under an accord reached with the IMF in July. Amman 
will get about $44 million gross from the fund in 1990, split 
into four payments, two of which require meeting IMF-set 
targets. Net receipts will be about S32.5 million, diplomats 
said. 

IM F technical experts have been here for a week work- 
ing out detailed performance criteria for the year, now to 
be'discussed with the IMPs Middle East director, Sfaak- 
ourShaalan. 

The review should have been completed in November, 
but languished while a new government steered an aus- 
terity 1 990 budget through the freshly-elected parliament. 

Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh said lost week dif- 
ferences with the IMF over the projected budget deficit 
had been settled. 

Diplomats said it was not dear what had been agreed 
concerning the problem of unbudgeted interest payments 
of about $250 million due this year to service military debt. 


Malaysian economy on growth path but problems mount 
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KUALA LUMPUR, March 3!,(Reuier): 
The Malaysian economy will perform 
strongly in ihe early 1990s but a severe lack 
of skilled manpower and high inflation 
could curb expansion, economists say. 

Weaknesses in the infrastructure are 
also causing concern and could reduce 
Malaysia's appeal to foreign manufac- 
turers relocating their operations here, the 
economists said. 

“These problems need to be rectified if 
our strong growth rales are to be sus- 
tained." said Foong Chan Onn, economist 
with the University of Malaya. 

Since its worst post-war recession m 
1985, the Malaysian economy has been on 
an uptrend with Gross Domestic Product 
growing areal 8.5 percent in 1989, largely 
due to big inflows of private investment 
and buoyant domestic demand. 

The central bank's annual report. 


released yesterday, predicted GDP growth 
would slow only slightly to 8.3 percent this 
year, but analysts expect growth to be 
lower. 

"The 8.3 percent growth rate is a shade 
over-optimistic, and we are working on a 
figure around 7.6 per cent this year largely 
due to higher imports,’* said Sanjoy Chow- 
dhury, senior economist with Merrill 
Lynch Singapore. 

Economists say the Malaysian economy 
is well placed to continue its expansion at 
growth rates between six and eight per cent 
over the next three years. 

Private and public sector spending on 
infrastructure and manufacturing opera- 
lions will power growth for the next lwo 
years. Then exports will take over, buoyed 
by an expected rise in global demand, the 
economists say. 

But the large inflows of funds into the 


financial system and anticipated wage 
hikes have raised fears about inflation, 
which the central bank has said may raise 
to four percent this year from 2.8 percent. 

“The concern about inflation is justified 
and we expect il to rise to five per cent this 
year. The issue is how will the central bank 
bring down liquidity," said Chowdhury. 

In 1986 Malaysia embarked on a bold 
programme to reduce its dependence on 
commodities and diversify into manufac- 
turing with the help of foreign investors, 
who have been enticed by attractive equity 
rules and cheap labour. 

The central bank expects exports of 
manufacturered goods to rise to SI 6.3 
billion in 1990 from 13.6 billion in 1989, 
and central bank officials say these figures 
show the success of Malaysia's industrial- 
isation programme. 

But analysis say the success is limited. 


Though manufacturing now contributes 
more to growth than agriculture, econ- 
omists say the industrial base remains 
narrow and centred on foreign-dominaled 
areas such as electronics. 

Growth in these areas has been based on 
cheap labour, and Malaysia needs more 
skilled labour to boost the development of 
a broader based manufacturing sector. 

“Malaysia needs to re-orientate its 
education system to ensure il produces 
more professionals required by the private 
sector," said one economist. 

The government also has to boost 
infrastnjcture.espedallyelectridty supply 
telecommunications and pons, to avoid 
bottlenecks in expansion plans. 

"Malaysia has been quicker on its feet in 
i'ls plans to boosi infrastructure compared 
to Thailand, but much more needs to be 
done." said Chowdhury. 
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Fi irnnfl likely to witness major surge of economicactivilies 


i 1 


Gulf overseas assets growing, says 

V3VIII V rKpttt ,vel y compared )o 311 per cent S " 

^SSS&Stt S&ve Sizzle ov«*as jnv ?: Th, ncprovcd cond,- 

f\y™ increase his return on his filoba 
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>my. While the 


omy. wmie uic US and the Pacific 
countries were the engine of growth in 
the 1980s, Europe is likely to wi tness a 
major surge of economic activities m 

the com ing few years. The three hi stone 

events. Europe 1992, the economic and 

political liberalisation of the USSR and 

Eastern Europe and the strong momen- 
tum towards the reunification of Ger- 
many, will complement and reinforce 
one another to bring forth stronger 
economic growth in continental 

EU Second, the end of the cold war could 
mean huge savings from lower defence 
spending for both the East and the 
West. This will reduce the US's budget 
deficit and could bring forth lower 
dollar bond yields, greater investments 
and stronger growth in the US in the 
1990s, according to GIB monthly 


countries), towards intra-re gtona. ^° 1 “ b i ^ a ^ n g t ^he riskprofde of 

issues. The link that held.aU cu««na« S^S^rtfoUos. f 

more or less together against the (dollar their in £ one ^ ver . ridin? theme of 
in the last 3 years has become far less If - t is that the investment 

visible. . . . nmcesswiilbeconsiderablymoresoph- 

A triangular relationship has .Hanthenrevious decade. 


longer term placement, •*< 

lenno developing 


^ Nevertheless, balancing the port- 

.i ..annxo inefnimpnli; 





Si.’Si toed investments in bnsi- 

nesses abroad- 
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Sa oomplex task. It needs to take 
into “ KOUn / h Xrl^rmMcK^kell lo die di^st^fsich investments and 


evolved between the DM bloc coun- 
tries, the dollar and the yea. whereby a 
sirong DM is not necessarily identical 
for a weak dollar. Furthermore, the 

key reserve currency, with instituuons 
turning to the mark as their pnncipal 
reserve currency. Some 21 per cent of 
world monetary reserves are m DM 
compared to only 9 per cent in 1975 

where thedoUar sUU 5^ 

cent of world reserves and the yen for 


^l^oneUr" these developments make 
the task of managing investments in the 


BSd to - 

Globalisation long talked abo ^' ^i 
become a reality “.more coun^« 
ooen up to foreign investments ana 
2£il tamers fall. WUe the xhfflW 
will be harder, there will be more oi 
them from currency to country 
from sector to industry. T f 
the new environment, investors h 

32S*SS2 

climbed 754 per cent and 425 percen_ 


The increase in the .value e^Gupj} 

countries’ oveiseasps^™d^ ; -; 

foreign assets to help.covCT bud^a^ 


Furthermore, it is not advisable to 
iust balance one’s portfolio and then 
forget about it. Today’s markets are 
constantly changing and need to be 
continuously monitored. A dynamic 
approach to fund management is 
required, whereby regular adjustments 
are made to cope with new develop- 
ments in the market place. 


UUII GOUBUira — rfXTV- 

establi^hed investors continue t r current account ;■> . 

de their wealth abroad by tedlv reflects .the increas ed s<q jusgca^ . _ 

asset and investing in another. Furth ^Lr ,he region's invesbuentpdiicies ; 

dal'yyst^aiically. more, even though myestmen^ppo^ which took advantage _of buoyant 1 

Furthermore, Gulf investments tunitka in the domestic mark equity markets in die last fav yeara.- - 

made through financial imennedianes improved recently, the * wttej* SjJL ^By mid 1989,anestinated42^caiil •; 
t« i fttidon. Zurich, New York or farted, and given of the GCC foreign aSKteiSI^slho^ 

to save in the region held in the form of bank depbsts . 


to London, Zurich, New York ° r 
Tokyo (unit trusts, portfoho man- 
agement etc . ) are impossible to identify 
by their original source. 

'nr-.T. .T_~ wxnvnt III 


r meirongiuiii awu* — lf 

With the current upturn of Gull 
economic activities, the outflow of 


ample" surplus funds seeking invest 
( inents abroad. 


economic activities, me r 

capital towards the international mark- 
ents in inemai^. e ts will slow down. LnCTeasmgly more 

Gulf investors have been quite active burirSses tne iMr, 8^ H ^“‘jr" lwere i B 

and «iSlistti ng new ones or benefiting short term investments.^ The rest vrere_ 


of UWUIA. 1U1CIW • T 
were held in the form of bank depots . 
in twenty or so industriahsgcoto^. r 
sntsabroao. ^ offshore centres, a good, part ot- ; 




American 
factory 
orders 


rebound 




WASHINGTON, March 31. 
(API: Orders lo US factones for 
manufactured goods rebounded 
1 .8 per cent in February but 
failed to recover entirely from 

their largest one-month loss in lo 

years, the government reported 

ye The d Conimerce Department 
said orders for both durable and 
non-dura ble goods totalled a 
seasonally adjusted 5-31.0 
billion after January's 5.5 per 
cent drop, the steepest since a 7 
per cent decline in December 

I 974 - .. . 

January's decline was first 
reported to be 5.4 per cent. 

Durable eoods ordered boun- 
ced back 2.6 per cent to a sea son- 
all v adjusted SI 20.9 billion after 
a 10.5 percent fall in January, the 
biggest drop in 32 years of 
record-keeping, which broke the 
previous record of 9.2 per cent set 
in February 1982 during the last 
recession. j 

But the rebound in durable 
goods orders - expensive items 
expected to last more than three 
vears — was far less than Jan- 
uary's decline and thus failed to 
regain that month s less. 

The department said durable 
goods orders were concentrated 
in transportation equipment, up 
10.4 per cent to S29.9 billion. 
Transportation orders had lot the 
overall January decline with a 
drop of 29.4 per cent. 

•*A large increase in motor 
vehicles and parts and shipbuild- 
ina and tanks more than offset a 
large decline in aircraft and 
parts." the department said. 

Excluding transportation, 
orders were up 0.6 per cent. 

In the key category of non- 
defence capital goods, a 
barometer of business invest- 
ment plans, orders fell 6.0 per 
cent to 36.0 billion, their second 
straight decline. Orders were 
down 1 3.6 per cent in January. 

In addition lo orders, the 
Commerce Department said 
shi pmen ts were up 3.3 per cent lo 
S234.2 billion following a 1 .8 per 
cent decline in January. 

inventories eased 0.1 per cent 
to S373.9 billion after a 0.9 per 
cent gain the previous month. 

Analysts watch inventories 
closely because if they increase 
without a corresponding gain in 
new orders, production cutbacks 
could occur in the future as fac- 
tories attempt lo gel rid of goods 
stored on shelves and backlots. 

“Inventories have been fluc- 
tuating since November follow- 
ing a two-year upward trend," 
the department said. 

N on-durable goods orders 
were up 0.9 per cent to $110.7 
billion after a 0.6 per cent 
increase in January. The largest 
increase were in food and print- 
ing and publishing. 


Hot money headed 
for US markets? 

m -- ... nn A tn nick amid womes ov 


. « tn nick amid worries over high interest 
NEW YORK. March 31, (AP): If ^ experts looked rates and even higher pnee-eam- 

As thev look for potential win- long shots, many pe „_ n ii er inas ratios, 
nersin^ the international invest- toward ^ Jr the There are signs, as well, that 

ment derby of the early 1990s, mdustnahsed countries or slocks in Western German and 

some analysts are touting a Third WorUL other European markets may be 

recent also-ran by the name of When big undergoing at least a tempera^ 


sssafsrsffss 
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economy and its powerful 
influence on world politics. 

But it still represents some- 
thing of a switch from the trend 
in recent years, when investment 
funds in search of the most 
glamorous growth opportunities 
often headed for other points 
around the globe. 

Until fairly recently, the most 
obvious magnet for money was 
Japan and its Pacific rim neign- 
bours. 

Then the rush was on to 
European markets, encouraged 
bv the toppling of long-time cold 
war barriers and theprospecl ora 
new economic order in 199— 


thougnt in . ,7'-': 

stability and liquidity rather than 
a chance at a big score. 

US merchandise meant 
treasury bills, bonds and notes 
still regarded as one of the safest 
high-yielding investments 
available anywhere — and blue- 
chip stocks. 

In a new decade, however, 
some observers argue that events 
may be conspiring to put some 
glamour back into the image of 
the US markets on the computer 
screens of trading rooms around 
the world- 


undergoing at least a temporary 
setback after soaring on heady 
expectations there. 

“Developments that cast a 
shadow of doubt over Western 
Europe could make the United 
States the ray of sunshine in a 
world darkened by uncertainty, 
says Greg Smith, analyst at 
Prudential-Bache Securities. 

“Even if the United States 
does not particularly clever, but 
simply continues to be viewed as 
a place of predictable ongoing 
opportunity, the US market 
could become the hot spot later 
this vear — by default." 

US stocks staged a modest 
advance in the past week. closing 
out a generally inconclusive first 
quarter of 1990. 
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Union ana caanu ° — t 

made soleU bv the Commerce Department. 

With East-West relations improving daily and fears or 
miliiarv technology theft easing, the step foIlo^a January 
decision by thfc Bush administration to improve the com- 

road »orth 

hundred s^f millions of dollars to US f ™’ SEhflSj 
those that make powerful small computers, which UK 
Pentagon has charged could be used by the ^vici nuhta^- 
Friday's announcement was seen as a victory for Com- 
merce Secretary Robert Mosbacher who, pressed by the 
US electronics industry, wanted relaxed export 
and more control by his department over theirapprov^ 

ment and the agencies had clashed publicly over whether 
technology involved might be used by the Soviet military 


eir nations approval larnuiw^w. . . 

Bui the Bush administration s softer approach to 
exports was recommended in January by a committee or 

- assist our caponing 
.... i rh»» pnmnelitive DOSltion of US 


th ‘ The U iSaativc 1 ^. is intended to assist our ojmrtjM Q \ H H I O Si fl D 8Ct 

S Qn 08 P B 

process in areas that involve minimal security nsk, said nnilRSELS. March 31, (Reu- 

defend undersecretary for trade policy, givos the Com- 
merce Department unilateral au^onty to approveegorU 

of cmnputers up to a previously-set level for the Soviet 

U ^°Bush administranon said inianuar, it wouldwc* 
to open the eastward door to technology under intense 
Anumin husincss and Western European 




BRUSSELS, March 31, (Reu- 
ter): The European Economic 
Community and Hungary yes- 
terday signed an accord for tne 
first tranche of a $1 billion loan 
to help Budapest on the road to a 
free market economy. . . 

The European Commission, 
the community's executive, said 
the tranche of ^ 50 million 
European currency units (542U 
million) would be paid in the next 
few days. 


It is the first part of a three- 
stage, five-year loan that will 
total 870 million Ecus ($1.04 
billion). 


India, Belgium 
agree on trade 


NEW DELHI, March 3MUF1): 
India and Belgium agreed today 
to establish a joint commission to 
boost co-operation in a range of 
fields, including trade, industrial 
development and science and 
technology, the Foreign Minis- 

^TCeaiccord setting up the com- 
mission was signed by Com- 
merce and Tourism Munster 
Arun Nehru and Robert L rban, 
the visiing Belgium minister for 
foreign trade, it said. 

Under the agreement, the 
commission is to meet once ■every 
twoyears to implement and 
review co-operation program- 
It is also charged with 
recommending ways oFimprov- 

deficit with Belgium, according 
fo statistics for 1985-86, the most 
recent available. 


“(This loan) represents a 
token of confidence on our part 
in the determination of Hun- 
gary’s political and economic 
leaders to succeed with political 
reforms and economic recovery 
in their country,” EEC commis- 
sioners Henning Christophersen 
and Karel Van Miert, who signed 
for the community, said in a 
statement 

The credit was requested by 
Budapest Iasi November to help 
the country cope with worsening 
balance of payments problems. 

The community agreed on 
condition that Hungary first rea- 
ched an agreement with the 
International Monetary Fund to 
restructure its communist cen- 
trally planned economy. 

Tackling economic woes will 
be one of the major tasks facing 
the new government which emer- 
ges after a second round ot 
parliamentary elections on 
April 8. 


Special seminar minar on the appncaiion and 

invited Irom Denmark to °lj® ugjjfjie procedures p, surface P“Paralimi.pa • app H otol over a three day period. . k— - j upu.J percemm “ — i 

Paints associates spoke in details or iwe v ^dures. The seminar, held at i^Sheraio j A , g L — =- “ ~ _ • _ : 

monetaryunion with East Germany 

W. German govi « c 


TOKYO, March 31, (AP): 
consumer price index in February dunt ^,,^ 6 Pf5 
cent from a year earlier due to unusually cold 
weather, while the yen’s recent weakness 
wholesale prices, the government announced yester- 

^TTtie management and co-ordination agency said 
February's nation-wide consumer prices were up u.3 

TJdSSSStr stood at 105, 

“fS^/s ^^ u-year gainTO^e 
largest since November. 1981, when it rose 3.8 per 

* Price increases in vegetables resulting from bwjy 
r„n „„a min wither were largely responsible 


per centinl 989 -—mainly due to a 3 per cent sales tax 
introduced last April, the agency said- .. 

Japan’s wholesale prices, also announced yester- : 
day by the Bank of Japan, edged up 02 per cent m { 
th^ second 10 days of March compared with the , 
rvious 10 days, while they increased 3.8 per cent v 
>m a year earlier. • 

The wholesale price index stood: at 90.3, com- j 
pared with 100 in 1985. 

Xhe Central Bank said this month s increase was ; : 
due in parts to the Japanese yen> weakness. , 
Wholesale prices have been rising gradually id * 
recent months as the yen’s steady decline pushed up - 
import costs. 


suiting from heavy ^The tonomic Planning Agency(EPMsaid the^, . 

sBsss^assaaastfr- 
■ sssSSS^S^ARS! 

^r^h vegetables were the most affected items. . sumption mx could push down prices about Q.2 per 

“ K^d a tSS1idudinB fresh vegetable prices from a J7.255 biUion smplus a y ear eariier, the ; 

, q^SSSL-i from January and up 3.0 Finance Minstry reported yesterday. ^ 


blUUU Ul *W f ' 

i4 - 7 “ 4 “■» 
products rose 10.8 per cent, it smd. _ # 


5.1 -per cent 


UUULLO IWJXe «V.M ' . J 

Recreation expenses registered a 
increase, the agency said. 

Consumer prices m the Tokyo area rose 0.4 per 
cent in March from the previous month, and 3.5 per 
cent higher than a year earlier, it said. Tokyo-area 
prices are seen as early indicators of price 

movements for the rest of Japan. . 

The agency attributed the rise to price increases in 
fresh vegetables, fruit and clothes. 

Tokyo-area consumer pneesposted 3.2 per oeut 
growth from a year eariier for the entire fiscal 1989, 
which ends today, it said. 

Price increases in 1989 were Anpconn^ lo 
the past three years between fiscal 1986 and 1988 
up 0.3 per cent in 1986,0.9 per cent in 1987 and 1.1 


llllb lUOlMAl lUt. vuuvwvxx.. : ■ T 

nation’s current account surplus from year-earuer i , 
levels, the ministry said. But there waialso a return : _ 
to an overall surplus in the current account, follow-, 
ing January’s $636 million deficit, its -first m stt 
yesrs 

Japan’s trade surplus in- February -.was. $5,491:. 
billion, a 35.6 per cent drop from the $8,521. Hlfion , 
surplus posted the year before: , : ; . 'j-' _ _C- - 

Exports amounted to- $2 1.5 ■billibn,- > dpwa $500 _ 
million, or 2.2 per cent, from $22.0 bfllion;tbe yrar : 
earlier, the ministry said. Imports climbed to $16.1 , 
billion, up $2.6 biUion, or 18.9 per cenU from the •; 
year before, it said. ■ ■ JT; 

Also yesterday, the government announced the . 
seasonally adjusted unemployment .rate; for ; 
February felt lo 2.1 per 'cent, as the job market ■ 
continued to tighten. 


BONN, March 31, (Reuter): The Wes 1 
German government yesterday re““ 
ewed its commitment to monetary 


w . ... earlier. “Uis most noticeable in politics 

must already ^ able Lof^eenec bulals00 n the monetary side, 

currency union before their holidays in ^ majn 0p p 0SIll0n pa 


renews coremiuneMJo m»- 


ewea us commumeni lu ' iac 

union with East Germany this summer un j on this summer came a da) 

after apparent doubts about the timeU- ajw the chief spokesman for w « t G e ^ 

h,e Finance Minister Theo Wa^gel 

PI jT worS SSSfito necessary laws 
JSd S well into the_smr,jner_,f 


c. 

West German Economics Minister 
Helmut Haussmann said agreement 
between the two Germanys on rnon- 
etary and economic union would be 
readied before early May. 

* Fundamental decisions will be set- 
tled before East German communal 
elections on May 6,” Haussmann said 
in a guest article to be published in 
Friday's edition of Die Well. _ 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, in the 
same newspaper, said East Germans 


The main opposition party 1 , the 
Social Democratic Party (SPD) was 
critical of any delay. 

SPD spokeswoman Ingrid Mat- 
taeus-Maier said East German com- 
panies were relying on promises made 
v .tiv nnuemment durmc the East 


2.000 East Germans a day poured 
across the border to the west. The 
country's workforce was disappearing 
and West Germany's immigrant reset- 
tlement camps were overflowing. 

The pressure has begun to ease. The 
East German exodus has slowed since 
the March 18 election. On Monday 


_ inc iviaiv.u id uwuwu. -- ^ 

names were relying on promises maae jj72 arrived in the West. 13 per cent 
by Kohl’s government during the East fewer than the week before. 

German election campaign to However, several questio 


iVVSfl LUOU ilK* — 

German election campaign io However, several questions on mon- 

introduce the West German mark by etary union still need lo be answered. 


Negotiations to form “ 

Sm government drag on, the spokes 

““llunl! the politicians are tack- 
ilniSff economist Warren Oliver 

P fffipiiillil»* D, * w,nLondonsa,d 


iirooum L1IS ' , w ' euuy uiuuh w — — 

jly 1 at the latest. 4 chief among these is the exchange rate 

“It would be irresponsible if the West fQr to West German marks, the , 

German government begins rebuilding c f open j Dg East Germany’s back- 

the young democracy with a broken industry to fierce global corapeti- 

nromise,"shesaidinapanysiaiemenr. tion, and who will pay. 

The promises were made as about The search for answers has been 


slowed by lack of knowledge about 
East Germany’s economy, and under- 
standing of their accounting tech- 
niques. 

“We don’t even know how to distin- 
guish between a firm that is profitable 
and one that operates at a loss," one 
West German economist said. ’ . ' 

Waigel has repeatedly said that 
currency union can only come once all 
the facts about East Germany’s econ- 
omy are known.' 


re. - 

If all savings were swapped at once, ^ 
demand could surge and inflation 'rise. ! 

The swap must therefore be .accompan- 
ied by a mechanism lolock a portion of-, 
the savings and transfer them into 
rebuilding industry,'economists say. * , 

The swap rate for pensions is also ; 
likely to be one-for-one to avoid wide-, 
spread poverty. •* - 

Rejuvenating East Germany 1 ^ econ- ^ 

ah aahM ^A.tutttnn msHffi - r 
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— some East Germans personal sav- 
ings will be swapped at a one-for-one 


15 




ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 1* 1990 


i v 


b! 


re.-* 1 - 




■ .«.• 


; • <e; ■ 


• . . ; . p?fj_ ^ Vr^’ • ■ 


©OOP V TUANUA Tn A nt£rns.'&ps' T WELL ftPNJS, 8ERNHAN0 / WR CrfARlS WERE 
NEWS, / WKAr »S VOuR mjxEP UP WITH 

AfiATMAj 1 ^APE, to ^ y P&COVeK Y? JTHr ANOTHER PATieiMT’5! 


It 


lOlMOiy ring FMuna Spades* Is DM 


«=»£ 




neR 




TWO, 

PLEASE, 



i'm sorry poss 

ARE MOTALLOWEP 








£iT7^\ ' '.-•• • •' , • • ». • ' • .•> ••: > .", - • Pi*???. iM; : ^ ‘: 




;)V : - 

. . ■:■%' 


.,,r. £ : 



>1 .. : i* Jv 

.!»„' .i 

y* r ..?*’" 


. ** * * 
. f • • •* 



TODAY’S CROSSWORD 



BY CHARLES GOREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
WE DO THE IMPOSSIBLE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 



SOUTH 
4 A 9 8 6 4 2 
9 A62 
C- 7 3 
* A9 


ACROSS 
1 “The Magic 
Mountain” 
author 

5 Bread spread 
8 Cache 

13 Entertainer 
Adams 

14 — Jima 

15 Draw — 
(approach) 

16 Start of a quote 
by Mark Twain 

19 Patisserie 
purchase 

20 Charged 
particle 

21 Slave of oM 

22 More of the 
quote 

26 Elevator man 

27 Merchant 
vessel 

31 A — Apple 

34 Boxer Cruz 

36 Tuna’s relative 

37 More of the 
quote 

38 More of the 
quote 

40 Bovine 
comment 

41 Spool 

43 Heavy weight 

44 Impression 

45 Regions 

46 Le Moko in 
“Algiers” 

48 More of the 
quote 

54 Injection 

57 Author Anais 

58 Poet Rainer 
Maria 

60 End of the 
quote 

64 Fall blooms 

65 Lodge member 

66 " — the Mood 
For Love” 

67 Like Junior's 
room 

68 Bakery 


purchase 
69 River in Kenya 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 4 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


DOWN 

1 Soften 

2 Tum — ear 

3 Middle of TNT 

4 Atomic 
particle 

5 Sail 

6 Wonder 

7 Theme 

8 DC figure 

9 Receives as a 
guest 

10 Sounds from 
Sandy 

11 Overwhelm 

12 Links unit 
T5 Billionth: 

Comb, form 

17 Paving stone 

18 Boo or yoo 
follower 

23 Discover 

24 Danish weights 

25 weaver’s need 

28 Key — ■ pie 

29 Harrow's 
rival 

30 Cheer 

31 Swedish rock 
group 


32 Puccini’s " — 
Angelica" 

33 ’’Wouldn’t — 
Loverly?” 

35 Giant Mel 

36 "The Devil and 
Daniel Webster" 
author 

38 Angle 

39 School dances 
42 Conflicts 

44 Congressional 
worry 

47 Jam bon source 

49 River of Austria 

50 — Grande 

51 Stage direction 

52 Moslem council 

53 Yam quantity 

54 Con man's 
swindle 

55 Water down 

56 Excuses 
59 First name 

in US 

literary 

annals 

61 Parched 

62 Stallone, to 
friends 

63 Hula 

accompaniment 


Opening lead: Jack of \? 

At the blackjack table, the 
house’s edge is that the dealer’s sec- 
ond card is concealed, which forces 
the player to act before he knows 
whether the dealer has a good or 
bad hand. In bridge, the fact that 
declarer’s band is hidden can have a 
similar advantage. 

Both North and South were ag- 
gressive in the auction. North would 


have liked another spade and South 
should have had a better suit to go 
on to same. But some fine card- 
read int : » ' -liance on a defender’s 
le*.. . v. : to sneak home. 

From me opening lead and East’s 
play of the queen at trick one, de- 
clarer deduced it was likely East had 
ihe bare king-queen of hearts. So 
South took the ace of hearts and 
immediately led ace and another 
club. Wesi climbed up with the king 
and reverted to a heart 10 partner’s 
king. 

East could do no better than shift 
to a diamond, taken in dummy. De- 
clarer discarded a heart on the 
queen of dubs, then led the queen 
of spades. Afraid that to cover 
would cost a trick if declarer’s spade 
suit was headed by A J 10, East 
ducked. So did declarer. 

After cashing the ace of dia- 
monds, South came to hand with a 
diamond ruff to play ace and anoth- 
er spade. When the suit split evenly, 
declarer had held his losers to one 
trick in each suit except for dia- 
monds. Not bad for someone who 
seemed to have started out with two 
losers in trumps, two in hearts and 
one in clubs. 
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Each hour. 1 


YOURSTARS 



Aries 

Uwift Jl ■ Vril Ml 





Libra 



- 



j Capricorn 

Dcr 21 - Jan IV 


You will be better able to assess 
the situation you are in. Try to 
retain a full sense of proportion- Do 
not allow thoughts of work to 
obtrude today. Be reliable. 


Think of yourself but avoid 
becoming too selfish. You wig be 
able to spend most of the day in 
pleasant company. You wig not be 
able to avoid doing something that 
has to be done but you do not Eke 
doing: don't even try to. Be sensi- 
ble. 


You should not allow anything 
to upset the harmony with your 
partner. You will not be able to 
have all things your own way and 
you would be wrong to try to do so. 
Make sure you do not exceed safe 
and proper limits. Be less reticent- 


You are a little too inclined to 
believe that everything is as you 
would Eke it to be. Try a Ettle har- 
der to understand what is on your 
partner's mind. There is room fora 
little more optimism but none for 
euphoria. Be poEte. 






Avoid becoming involved in 
something that does not really con- 
cern you. Do not take everything 
quite so seriously. However,aonor 
think that everything is trivial or 
ridiculous either. Be generous. 


You should pay a Ettle more 
attention to the state of your 
health. Make sure your diet is 
varied and not too much based on 
sweet things. Try to concentrate on 
the more positive aspects. Be con- 
ciliatory. 


You will be more able to relax 
but that does not mean t.cing 
indolent. Your lucky numbers are 
1 5 and 37. Something that has been 
puzzling you will now become a lot 
dearer. Avoid exposing yourself to 
noise and do not be noisy either. Be 
objective. 


v ou should beware of mistaking 
a daydream for what really is. You 
would do well to try to ha ve a good 
laugh at yourself. Now is a good 
time to take stock and change 
course if Deeds be. Be resiiienL 






You will be more persuasive but 
you will still not be able to achipe 
all you would like. Never mind 
think of how weU you have done. 
And reflect a Ettle more upon your 
future course. Be considerate. 


Y ou should not allow so m e sm all 
setback to get you down. Stick to 
your principles but without ‘ 
obdurate. Keep an open mi 
towards new ideas, but avoid 
novelty just for the sake of some- 
thing new and different. Be 
tolerant 


ex to _ r 

s £ 


You should take a Ettle more 
ride in yourself. Be kind, 
owever, that does not mean being 
haughty or snobbish. An offer or 
proposal should be taken seriously 
ana examined for hidden snags, 
too. Be tactfuL 


You will have plenty of energy 
but must make sure you do not 
dissipate it. Take just a Ettle more 
interest in what is happening 
around you. A tendency to act on 
impulse should not be indulged. Be 
fair. 




"Hey, waiter. We'll share a 
medium pizza . 11 


"Don't drive around like that! 
Find a gas station ! 11 
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PliC E 


Step into the future 


LEARN ABOUT COMPUTERS 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
RAMADAN SPECIAL 

25% DISCOUNT 



CompuBase'" 

240786ft. SAIHIYA COMPLEX. Ml. 




tjji kh as, A 

he\«me®cuib 


TOMSELLECK 


AN 

INNOCENT 

MAN -gsg. I* 


SALMI AH. TEL 57243720 SALHIYA COMPLEX. TEL 2432809 
SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TEL 43411 66 #F1NTAS TOWERS. TEL 3T10218 



WANTED 

IMMEDIATELY 

FOR 

POLYGLOT LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 
ENGLISH TEACHERS 

(NATIVE SPEAKERS ONLY, PLEASE) 
MUST HAVE ALREADY PERMISSION TO 
WORK. 

PLEASECALL: 2415810 — 8am-1 pm 
2433620 — 8 pm -10 pm 
2414820-2431469-4- 9 pm 




AL MUTHANNA CITY 
PLAYGROUP 


“The Best English Nursery” 

REGISTER NOW FOR: 

* New term starting April 21. 

* Summerschool July and August. 

* New academic year starting 
September 8. 

Fun and education aii in one. 

Enjoy our spacious area with outside 
playground. 

Free parking. Transport available. 

The playgroup Is affiliated to Kuwait English School. 

Al-Muthanno City Playgroup, Al-Muthanna 
Complex, 

Block 6, Floor 1, Tel: 2428160 


LOST 

24 CT new gold bracelet weighing 
about 35 gms lost (between Safet 
Shopping Centre and Banking 
Complex). Finder please call 
4847231. 4846883, Abraham. 
(8am to 3prr0. Reward offered. 

(AT6-52080-3) 

PASSPORT. No. 383569, in the 
name of Joseph Philip Fernandes. 
Indian. Finder please tele. 
5313227. 

CAT1 -52094-3) 

ACCOMMODATION 

Available 

THIRD European required to 
share a fully furnished 3 bedroom 
apartment in the Salwa area. Tele. 
4717911 ext. 220 off. 5657673, 
9013310. 

(AT2 -52111-3) 

For Rent 

SURRA. Block 5. 2-storey deluxe 
house, 7 rooms and large mulhaq 
Grooms, kitchen, washing room), 
and a large garage, with central 
air-condition. Tele. Jamal. 
261 7931 . 2-5 pm; 2426842. 10am- 

1 P m - - « 

(ATI -52091 -3) 

JABRIYA. 2 apartments in a villa 
— 3 bedrooms, living room, din- 
ing room and 2 bathrooms. Tele. 
5321630, after 7 pm. 

(AT2-52107-3) 


ANDALUS. deluxe villa in good 
location. Two floors with open 
basement large reception halls, 
maid quarters, all CAC. Suitable 
for an executive or a diplomat 
Tele. 2552122. 

(ATI -52089-6) 

FOR SALE 

Boats 

18 Ft 150 HP Johnson, in very 
good condition. KD2.250. Tele. 
Moh’d. 9035061 /2 1 -3. 5650591 /2 
4-8 pm. 

(AT2-52 105-3) 

Furniture 

SOFA set cupboards etc. Tete. 
5743390. 9-12 morning. 

■ CAT6-52080-3) 

Miscellaneous 

BMW motorbike K100 RS model 
1988, metallic pearl white, in 
excellent condition. KD 1,500. Tel. 
4838101 Mr Floyd Sequeira. 

(AT6-52Q83-3) 

PIANO Yamaha, white, in very 
good condition. KD 400. Tele. 
Ahmad. 5759796. after2pm. 

(AT2-52098-3) 

ONE-YEAR-OLD Ikea furniture, 
indoor plants, carpetsand curtain. 
ITT TV, VCR. microwave, vacuum 
cleaner, sewing machine. IBM 
compatible PC and printer, chil- 
dren toys, new clothes. Tele. 
3727688-92, ext 244. 9 am - 2 pm. 
Maungaf Complex. Flat 421 . 

CAT2-52106-2) 
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Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013, 
2400014,2400015 


Farwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600, 
4745900 


■ r* efj yiio i JiXcKoul* 

-4 
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5526066 


SAM GYE TANG 

The sum gye tang is 
intemaflonol food. very fomoys 
food In SeoU. Korea. Lafles 
Boa more mis sam gys tong, 
art stemyno food tor ihe men. 
Price KD 5.000 Special 
price KD. 2.750 




RESTAURANT 

hi Carlton Tower Hotel 
Tel. dir. 2452758. Call Mr Kim 
2452740 -20 lines 
(ext Korean Restaurant) 


Oh, No! 

One is 
missing!! 

I should 
have called 
Alghanim... 

No one does it better. 
The biggest IATA 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 


^41gfiani 


Customer Services TeL 

4745533 


Sea-Freight - Air 
Packing 

FUwhMl 3823*96/3 - Sbuq Z46007Z/3 
Morgafa 241ZS93/Z41B6B1 , 


HOW TO IMPROVE 
YOUR HEARING 


If yon have a little difficulty 
in hearing sometimes, 
particularly when several 
people are talking or when 
there is background noise, 
don't worry! 

Literally hundreds of 
thousands of people have 
the same problem and we at 
Al ghanim have the 
solution. 

It's a tiny ‘device, no bigger 
than your fingernail, with 
no wires or cords attached. 
Afl you do is pop it in your 
ear whenever your hearing 
needs a boost 
We at Alghanim have 
already helped many 
thousands of people back to 
a clearer, sharper hearing. 

CHINESE rosewood bar and 
screen, crystal chandelier. 6 
lamps, dinner set 1 12 pieces etc. 
Also a 3 bedroom flat 90 sam In 
central Panjim. Goa. Tele. 
5654035. 

CAT6-52064-3) 
SOFA set 6 pcs. 5-door war- 
drobes. dining table. Ikea break- 
fast table, kitchen cabinets, 
vacuum cleaner. ACs. electric 
grill, carpets, etc. Tele. Z.H. Bur- 
ney. 3622835. 10 am -4 pm. 

(ATI -52086-3) 

Cars 

JAGUAR X J6 in a mint conditio^. 
KD2.000. for owner. KD2.15Q for 
a company. Tele. 

(AT2-52101-2) 
NISSAN Sunny. 1985, light blue, 
automatic, with 4 doors, AC, 
stereo. 60.000 kms in very good 
condition. KD80Q.Tele. 5638562. 

(AT2-52098-3) 

MERCEDES Sports Coupe 450 
SLC. 1976. white, good condition, 
owner leaving Kuwait Serious 
offers invited. Tele. Mr Jeff. 
2461863. before 1 pm. 

(ATI -52085-3) 

NISSAN Patrol, 1985. 72,00c 
kms. insured up to Oct 1990. 
white, with 1 door, in good condi- 
tion. KD 1.400 or by instalments. 
Tele. 9020287. after 4 pm. • 

CAT2-52110-3) 


One of the world’s 
smallest hearing. 

instruments 
Justpopitinfor 
clearer, sharper hearing 






Doiravox 


The Danavox 131 Canal 
Hearing Aid 

- such power, such darityt 

’ 

Alghanim Pharmacy* 

FahdAl Salem St 

Tel: 2413847 

CONTENTS of one bedroom Flat 
in Abu Halifa for sale. KD200. 
includes sofa, dining set 2 arm 
chairs, refrigerator, washing 
machine, gas oven, dresser, war- 
drobe and miscellaneous items, 
all in good condition. Tele. Mrs 
Isabella, 3903526. 8 am - 7 pm. 

CAT5-52076-3) 


Good News 

For all Indian Schools Students 
Textbooks for all classes 

Available at very competitive prices and also available 
New guides based 

on latest syllabus tor classes IX, X, XI & XII 

Visit our shop or call on 5631527 
NABLUS BOOKSHOP 
Issa Al Qatami St 

Near Indian School, (Senior), Salmiya 
Note: Shop riming B am toll pm * 


FOR RENT 


Villas, half villas and 
flats with swimming 
pool 

Teh 2401908 -2407677 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

The All Real Estate 


£2 


Al-Naaeeb & Khattar 


MURA l\IA 

mabiuspau 
door to door 

PHILIPPINES 
(6: 484-6009 .-*• 


SWIMMING CLASSES 1 

at 

KUWAIT INTERN ATIONAL HOTEL 

Learn swimming with our Austrian coach, Werner 
Luef. Courses available for various categories — 
for children as well as adults. On Sundays and 
Tuesdays or Mondays and Wednesdays. Classes 
begin 1st and 2nd April. 

Tel: 2530000 ext. 8050. 


FOR PACKING & 
iLstzn* FOR WA RDING 

BY AIR ALL OVER THE WORLD 

CONTACT flL SflmflN CO, 


SPECIAL SHIPPING SERVICE TO 

BOMBAY, COLOMBO, COCHIN, 
MADRAS & MANGALORE. 


DOOR TO DOOR M AMII A 
SERVICE TO IVIMIMILM 


SHUWAiKH S 4737723, 4734960, 4737983, 4740886. 
CITY ® 2433356, 2413740 FAHAHEEL S 3927885 


Al-Naaeeb & Khattar Co. W.I.I 

Packing and airfreighting 
of your personal effects 

FREE ESTIMATE 




required now 

EXPERIENCED PERSONAL COMPUTER 
TECHNICIAN 

MUST HAVE CAR AND TRANSFERABLE 
RESIDENCY 

TEL* 241 4565 - 2422309 



SoukAIWotya 
Shop No. 102 
Tel: 2439400 


SALE 

A running car's 
workshop near Indian 
and Pakistani School 
Salmiya having licence 
. for oil change, tyre 
puncture and electrical 
repairs. 

Tel: 4315446 


SoukAIKamak 
Shop No.1, near 6.PD. 
Tek2401318/9 ext. 17 


Souk Al Mufhahlda 
ShopNo. 10,Mez.Roor 
2408378 


REQUIRED 

A qualified nurse 
for a private dental 
clinic 

Call: 5333428 
2- 5 pm 


WANTED 

DEAR ladies. I want to buy your 
old clothes for cash. i.e. skirts, 
dresses etc. Good prices paid. 
For details telephone 2633756. 10 
am - 1 pm -7 pm - 12 mn. 

(AT2-52 103-3) 


MISCELLANEOUS SITUATIONS 


NURSERY available for children 
above 2-1/2 years old. opp Edee 
Store. Salmiya. tele. 5618683. 

(ATI -52088-3) 

BABY-SITTER. KG pre-coaching 
and nursery available in Hilton 

area. For details Tele. 2541 894. 

(AT2-52 108-3) 

SERVICES 

Tuition 

PHYSICS. Maths and Chemistry. 
'O’ level. ’A 1 level and higher clas- 
ses (Std IX to stei XII) in Kuwait 
City, (behind GFO). Tele r 
2422246. 

(AT6-52072-3) 

TEACHER in English, required for 
a girl studying in American 
school. Tele Mr Kim, 2452758. 
2464972. 

(ATI -52092-3) 


Vacant 

MAID required preferably Goan 
or Mangalorean for a Man- 
galorean family. Tele 4317167. 
after 4 pm. 

(AT2-52 109-3) 
MAID required for an English 
family. Tele. 5736398. 

' (AT2-521Q1-2) 

HOUSE MAID required.Sn Lan- 
kan for a 9mall Indian family with 1 
year old child, at Farwaniya. Must 
speak English. Residence can be 
arranged. Tele. 4768354. 

(AT 2-52096-3) 

Wanted 

PAKISTANI, with 4 years 
experience in garments business, 
looking for a full time suitable job 
Tete. Mr Hanif. 2413467, 1 0 am - 1 

^ (AT2-52104-3) 




























\ 


SPORTS 


ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 1990 


W. Germany and I t aly suffer setbacks 

Doubles pair put Aussies 2-1 up 



Muster celebrates his victory. (Reuter wi rephoto) 


LONDON. March 31 . (Reuter): 
Darren Cahill and Davis Cup 
debutant Mark Kralzmann pul 
Iheir doubles experience to good 
effeci today, beating New 
Zealand's Kelly Evcmden and 
David Lewis to give Australia a 
2-1 lead in iheir world group 
quarter-final lie. 

The Australian pair proved far 
too slrong in a 7 5 6-3 7-6 (7-5) 
victory, losing Iheir serve jusi 
once in the two-hour match. 

“We have played a lot of dou- 
bles together in the last (wo or 
three years and i think we a re the 
best team in Australia al 
present.” Kruizmann said. 

“They have played a lol 
together and that showed,” said 
New Zealand captain JetT Simp- 
son. “They just move together 
well, are aggressive on returns 
and volley well.” 

New Zealand's only break 
came in the dying stages when 
Kralzmann served for the match 
with Australia leading 5-4 after 
Lewis, the younger brother of 
1983 Wimbledon champion 
Chris, had saved two match 
points on his serve. 

Australia powered to a 5-0 
lead in Lhe third set's liebreak 
before New Zealand pulled back 
to 5-4. But Australia clinched 
victory on their third match- 


point. 

• Davjs Cup holders West Ger- 
many fell behind to Argentina 
then had Iheir bid to draw level 
foiled by the weather. 

Austria pushed the first round 
Italian conquerors of mighty 
Sweden close to defeat by taking 
a 2-0 lead in Vienna while the 
vaunted United States were sur- 
prisingly held 1-1 in Prague by a 
Czechoslovak team weakened by 
the absence of the injured 
Miloslav Mecir. 

Alberto Mancini gave Argen- 
tina an expected lead by beating 
Jens Wochrmann 7-5 4-6 7-6 7-6 
after winning both tie-breakers 
7-2 in a match which West Ger- 
man Boris Becker would have 
played had he not decides to 
bypass the lie. 

Then his replacement, 
Michael Such, came down with a 
stomach. ailment on Wednesday, 
forcing Wochrmann into the 
spoliighl.Though Wochrmann 
did not disgrace himself, world 
number 16 Mancini always 
looked stronger. 

Now the pressure will be on 
Steeb to preserve West German 
hopes of a third successive Cup 
title when he faces the dangerous 
Jaite on the clay court of the 
Buenos Aires Lawn tennis dub 
this evening. 


That match did noL even begin 
yesterday because of a delay al 
the start following heavy over- 
night rain and then increasing 
darkness at the end of the first 
match. The doubles were to 
follow it today. 

Thomas Muster helped Aus- 
tria to their healthy lead over 
Italy, for whom Paolo Cane won 
all three mutches in the first 
round upset of Sweden. 

Trailing 

But Cane came up just short 
against Muster, losing in five sets 
after trailing by (wo setsand after 
a run-in with a catcalling spec- 
tator at a crutial juncture of the 
decider. 

In the opening maich, Horst 
Skoff inflicted a nightmare on 
Diego Nandso. crushing him 6-0 
6-06-2. 

The United States were denied 
(he lead they might have expec- 
ted against Czechoslovakia as 
substitutes won both singles mat- 
ches. 

First Aaron Krickstein. 
replacing the absent Andre 
Agassi, outlasted Milan Srejber 
4-6 7-6 6-7 6-3. Then an inspired 
Petr Korda, brought in to replace 
the injured Miloslav Mecir, 
demolished the world's fifth- ran- 
ked Brad Gilbert 6-2 6-3 6-3. 



;; Nickiaus two 
i.i; behind leaders 
in PGA event 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona, 
1:1 March 31. (AP): Jack Nickiaus 
, ; shot a 1 -under-par 71 and was 
strokes back of the eo- 
~ leaders yesterday in his first start 
i vr on the Seniors PGA Tour. 

: -„7 Nickiaus. the last man out on 
*•7" the course, birdied the 18th hole 

• S ■: to move among the leaders in the 
^ day-late start of the storra- 

delayed tradition at Desert 
Mountain. 

i - ^ 

. With two rounds to go in the 
. ‘S tournament that was reduced to 
j"; 1 a 54-hole format when Thurs- 
-7 day's play was rained out, Mike 
! ;i Hill, Bruce Crampton, Al 
■ Geiberger and Phil Rodgers 
: s^fett^ihe-top spot at 69., ■ 

I R wkjTbora : ^ 

t Gary Player and 1989 Senior 
. i: Player of the Year Bob Charles 
' were tied with Nickiaus in a large 

• th group at 7 1, one under par on the 
l«ourse in the remote desert high- 

• r ". 1 lands north of Phoenix. 

• T-t ^ 

KPBL games 

\ RESULTS of KPBL games 
played on Friday: Nissan Al Bab- 
; tain 87 Kay & Associates 86; AJ 
j Ghanim Freight & Travel 97; 
KRP 77; KDD 95 Overland Tran- 
sport Co. 93; K.P.B.C. 99 KHC- 
: Bayan 87; EE1 121 Trico Inter- 

national 109. 

A full account of these games 
shall appear in tomorrow's issue 
(Monday) ofThe Arab Times. 

^ KPBC 

' “• the KPBC (Kuwait Pre- 
' Fabricated Building Company) 

r - tagged as the team lobeai (since its 

r formation in 1986) because of its 
". - star-studded line-up is composed 
^ of Emil Caro. Lito de la Cruz. 

: > Richard Mercado. Edwin Castro, 
L : Fer de la Cruz. LUo ManueL Ed 
1 7 Manuel, Ric Perez. Emio 
Domingo. Ding Alcjandnno, 
:L D dnny Arafol. Neil Orpilla, Len 
:r4 Sorrano. Butch Arganoza. AlBar- 
celona. coach — Ed de ta Cruz, 
■manager — Abdullah Tiffouni, 

:■ "KPBL” board of governors 
fj£v representative — Jilmnr Ticsay 

■ and muse Ms Alice Versoza. 

Emil Caro — Emil "the 
:rt- Darigold Baby" is a guard stands 
:-Cr 5'9". weighs 100 kgs. and is 29 
■V; years okL This Libra grocery man- 
’ ager ofThe Sultan Center. Salmiya 

;; * js one Of ibe few remaining original 
KPBC veterans that bagged the 
1987 KPK Basketball Cbarapion- 

: % Shl Uio de la Cruz - Ulo plays the 
V',: point guard for this vaunted 
-■ v KPBC quintet. This 29-year-old 
* . Libra stands 5'9". weighs 75 kg, 

• and hails from Quezon City. He 

: has been in Kuwait for almost 5 

i years, and al present, he s a sale- 
sperson for the delicatessen depar- 

.tmcnL The Sultan Center, Sal- 
miya. His basketball experiences 
include stints with the De Ocampo 
Meinoria 1 C 'ollege ( Nal Sejno***. 

■ MMUCAA), Umvenuiy of M>J 
'■? ila (Inter-club), and MCDonalds 

- (Phils-Inier-collegjate). 

. Kuwait, prior to his ^inge KP lbe 

dribbler, he was a rnemberonde 
■' '86 Al Dawhah-cbampion t«unj*“ 

- ioR7 he led his team to another 
KPK championship nnd 1 be was 
oiuned lhe MVP — Most Valuable 

- Rfctejg 

E 30 yeais old. 5-9' * V'®,! Tte 
^Ibs. and hails from Cavite. This 

K Aquarius has been in K"™ 1 ^ 
; Tlrnnsi a decade and cunentiy 


AC Milan fined, Donadoni banned 


BERNE. March 3). (Reuter): AC Milan 
were fined 150,000 Swiss francs (SI 00,000) 
yesterday for misbehaviour by fans in last 
week's European Cup quarterfinals and 
winger Roberto Donadoni was effectively 
banned for the rest of iheir title defence. 

The European Football Union (UEFA) 
control and disciplinary committee imposed 
a three-match suspension on Donadoni, 
who was sent oft for violence in the second 
leg of the quarterfinal against Belgium's 
Mechelen on March 21 . 

UEFA said in a statement after a i wo-day 
meeting in Zurich that AC Milan fans were 
responsible for a fire in the Milan stadium 
which delayed the start. Missiles were also 
thrown on to the pitch. 

Fines totalling a further 150,000 francs 
(S 100,000) were imposed on clubs for offen- 
ces involving fans or players. 


Partisan Belgrade were fined 50.000 
francs (533,000) after their fans set off fire 
works in a Cup- Winners’ Cup quarterfinal 
first leg against Dinamo Bucharest on 
March 7. 

French club Auxcrre were ordered to pay 
a similar arnoum for infringing a rule ban- 
ning advertising on jerseys in their UEFA 
Cup quarterfinal first leg against Italy's 
Fiorentina. 

Auxcrrc's Basilc Boli, sent off for violent 
cnnducL in the return leg Lwo weeks later, 
received a three-match suspension. 

Fiorcmina's Giuseppe lachini, expelled 
in the same match for persistent foul play, 
was banned for two matches. 

Dnepropetrovsk of lhe Soviet Union 
must pay a 20,000-franc (SI 3.300) fine for 
attempted assault by a supporter on a lines- 
man in the home leg of their European Cup 


clash with Portugal's Benfica on March 21. 

Swiss club Grasshopper Zurich and Ita- 
ly's Sampdoria were each fined 15,000 
francs (510.000) because fans from both 
clubs repeatedly threw objects on to the 
pilch during their quarter-final return leg in 
the Cup- Winners' Cup on March 22. 

Appeals must be lodged by midnight 
April 4. 

UEFA 'said the following players were 
banned from the first leg of the semifinals on 
April 3 and 4 in view of earlier bookings in its 
th ree club competitions. 

Jann Jensen, Paul Steiner ( both Cologne). 
Carlos Bledom Vcrri (Fiorentina), Amedo 
Carboni (Sampdoria), Roland Wohlfahrt, 
Roland Grahammer (both Bayern Mun- 
ich.) Julian Mihaiescu, lonutLupescu (both 
Dinamo Bucharest). 


PARIS, March 31, (Reuter): 
French national team chief 
Michel Platini said yesterday his 
present, squad would have had a 
chance of winning this summer’s 
World Cup in Italy — if France 
had qualified. 

Platini, looking back on the 
French team’s most successful 
season ever, told the sports Daily 
L'Equipc in an interview: “We 
would have gone there with the 
aim of winning. Perhaps we 
wouldn't have done it There’s a 
good chance that we wouldn’t 
have. But I say this team would 
have had some punch. 

“After all. we health ree teams 
(Sweden, Scotland and West 
Germany) who are going to 


Italy... ah well, we must stop 
dreaming.” 

France, semifinalists with 
Platini as a player in the 1 982 and 
1986 finals, failed to qualify for 
Italy because of poor results, 
notably a 1 -1 d raw in Cyprus, the 
previous season. 

Platini has transformed the 
French side in the past year into 
an attractive, attacking team 
capable of winning at home or 
away. They won seven and drew 
one of their eight matches this 
season. 

"We’ve given back lhe young- 
sters their confidence,” he said. 
“And we've shown French foot- 
ball can be slrong. What’s more, 
we scored at least one goal in 


every match.” 

The greatest strength of the 
new Frcncli team is the sinking 
pair of Eric Cantona and Jean- 
Pierre Papin. 

Cantona scored twice in Wed- 
nesday's 3- 1 win over H ungaiy in 
Budapest to take his tally to eight 
goals in eight games. 

• Nantes and Monaco drew 0-0 
in a French First Division soccer 
mulch yesterday. 

Leading standings (tabulate 
under played, won, drawn, lost, 
goals for, goals against, points): 


Bordeaux 

Marseille 

Monaco 

Sochaux 

Lyon 

Names 


71 11 14 
30 14 6 

30 12 9 

31 10 12 


5 45 IK 44 

5 60 27 41 

6 29 22 36 
10 40 34 34 
9 33 211 33 
9 28 34 32 


Ogle ahead 

MONTPELLIER. France, 

March 31. (Reuter): Australian 
Brett Ogle enhanced his reputa- 
tion for low scoring with a six- 
birdie 66 to take a three-stroke 
halfway lead in the AGF Open 
golf tournament at La Grand 
Motte yesterday. 

Ogle. whose solitary 

European success came in last 
year’s equity and law birdie 
points event in England in which 
he scored 59. is six-under- par on 
138. 

His nearest challenges for the 
S54.UOO lop prize are Britain’s 
Paul Curry, who shot 71. and 
Ireland’s Des Smyth, round in a 
five-birdie 69. 

Australian Peter Me Whin ney 
shot 69 to end on 142 
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Mancini shows his joy allei beating Woehrm^nn. (Reuter wirepholo) 

Seles beats Mandlikova 
for place in semifinals 


SAN ANTONIO, March 31. 
( Reuter): Second-seeded Monica 
Seles of Yugoslavia beat 
unseeded Hana Mandlikova of 
Australia 6-4 6-4 yesierday to 
advance to the semifinals of the 
$225,000 US Women's Hard- 
eburi. Tennis Championships. 

Seles will play Rosalyn Fair- 
bank-Nideffer of the United 
States who upset fourth-seeded 
Jana Novotna of Cze- 
choslovakia 6-1 2-6 7-5. 

American Lori McNeil look 
only 45 minutes to breeze by 
countrywoman Gigi Fernandez 
6-2 6-0. McNeil’s semifinal 
opponent will be Manuela 
Maleeva of Switzerland who 
defeated amateur Carrie Cun- 
ningham 6-1 6-1. 

Seles, ranked fourth in the 
world, took just over one hour to 
notch her victory over the former 
third-ranked Mandlikova. now 
ranked 27th in the world. 

”1 just couldn't find my game 
at the start,” the 16-year-old 
Seles said. “I was sure it was 
going to be a three-setter.” 


Mandlikova took an early 4-0 
lead in the ^atch. But Seles 
rallied and won seven con- 
secutive games winning the first 
set and taking a 1-0 lead in the 
second set. 

”1 starting getting, in my first 
serves,” said Seles, who won the 
Players Championship earlier 
this month.” I wasn’t rushing as 
much and I was trying to keep the 
ball in play. I was also running 
down a lot of balls.” 

Fairbank-Nideffer, ranked 
2 1st. was behind 4-5 in the third 
set but look the final three games 
to eliminate the lllh-ranked 
Novotna. 

“There was a lot of pressure on 
both of us in that third set,” Fair- 
bank-Nideffer said. “I just kept 
telling myself that I had to be 
tougher than her.” 

The 54th-ranked McNeil, who 
upset top-seed Gabriela Sabatini 
of Argentina on Thursday, used 
a strong attacking game at the 
net to subdue Fernandez who is 
ranked 23rd. 


PROFILE OF TEAMS TAKING PART IN THE KUWAIT PINOY BASKETBALL LEAGUE 


works for The Sultan Center, Sal- 
miya. as a delicatessen manager. 
His oilier hobbies include video 
watching, swimming and fishing. 

Edwin Mercado — Edwin "The 
Salmiya Boy turned Macho Man 
of Adan” stands 6'3", weighs 180 
lbs. 29 years old. and hails from 
Guagua, Pampanga. This Leo 
bachelor has been in Kuwait for 
the past 3 years, and is presently 
employed by the El Hoss Engineer- 
ing and Transport Co. as a heavy 
equipment operator. He plays the 
centre position with great effcc- 
livity and is a master at both sides 
of the boards. Prior to his stint with 
KPBC, he played for AG&P ’88 
and lnt’l Link ’87. He says that he’s 
very happy at KPBC, cause its 
more of a family than a basketball 
team. 

Fer De la Cruz— Fer “the Pa say 
Kid” is 37 years old. and plays the 

centre-forward positions. He 

stands 6'2’* and weighs 160 lbs. 
This Taurus hails from Bustos, 
Butacan, and is the younger ver- 
sion of KPBC coach Ed De la 
Cruz. He has been in Kuwait for 
over a year and works for El Hoss 
Eng as a heavy equipment 
operator. This Feaii University 
aircraft maintenance engineering 
graduate was once a varaty player, 
and loves fishing and swimming as 
his hobbies. 

Lite Manuel — “The Alaska 
Baby” stands 5* 11". weighs 185 
lbs, and is 30 years old. He is a 
Taurus who hails from Manila and 
is currently here in Kuwait for the 
El Hoss Eng as a heavy equipment 
operator. He plays the forward 
position. Lito Manuel is the youn- 
ger brother of Ed Manuel 
"Kareem Abdul Manuel” another 
dribbler. 

Ed Manuel — "Kareem Abdul 
Manuel” for his hook shots is the 
most senior of all KPBC dribblers. 
At 39. he stands GF, weighs 165 
lbs and also plays the centre slot. 
This Taurus is .another of the few 



remaining KPBC veterans, and 
prior to his playing with (his 
pnwer-ludden team he had stints 
with (he Mapua Cardinals- Var- 
sity. ITM. Transcon. Al Dawliah 
(Kuwait ’86). His bobbies include 
singing and dancing. He has been 
in Kuwait for almost 7 years and 
works for El Hoss Eng as a heavy 
equipment operator. 

Ricardo Perez — “Ric Tigas" is 
32 years old. 5*9" in height, weighs 
130 lbs. and plays the guard-for- 
ward positions. This Taurus huils 
from Kamuning, Quezon City, 
and has been in Kuwait for nearly 6 
years. He is currently employed by 
KPBC as a mechanic. This BSMF. 


degreec holder is the other starting 
guard for this team, and prior to his 
wearing the KPBC colours he 
played for Arabtel '88 &. ‘87, ‘86 & 
’85 & "84 for AG&P. He is also a 
two-time MVP awardee of the 
KPK games. 

Ernie Domingo — “The Carna- 
i ion Baby” sta nds 6'0", weighs 1 95 
lbs, is 34 years old and plays the 
guard-forward positions. This 
Gemini hails from Sta Ana. Man- 
ila, and has been in Kuwait for 
almost 8 years. At present he is 
working as a heavy equipment 
operator for the Public Ports 
Authority. Prior to his wearing the 
KPBC colours, he was a team- 


mate of Ric "Tigas” Perez( Arabtel 
’R8JGMBH ’87. Fortune Tobacco 
11. National University ’76-’70 
(UAAP Juniors & Seniors). Next 
to basketball, he fancies chess, ten- 
nis and billiards. 

Ding Alcjandnno — Ding 
works at the Airport Hotel as a bell 
boy. An Aquarius. Ding stands 
5*10". weighs 76 kgs. 27 years old. 
and hails from Caloocan City. He 
has been in Kuwait for nearly 4 
years, and since his arrival he's 
been in KPBC, highly instrumen- 
ut ui us "87 championship. His 
other hobies include singing, danc- 
ing. outing, and swimming. He 
plays the forward position. 


Neil Orpilla — Neil is 30 years 
old, stand 5’9-l *2". weighs 72 kgs. 
and plays the forward position. 
This Aries has been in Kuwait for 
almost 4 years, and is currently 
employed by The Sultan Center, 
Salwa as a baker. This tourism 
graduate of De Ocampo Memorial 
College is also a member of the '87 
KPBC champion team, and prior 
to his arrival in Kuwait, he donned 
the colours of DOMC. He is the 
younger brother of one time pro- 
ball player “Jesse Orpilla." 

Len Serrano — "The Foreigner" 
for has Arabic features. Len is a 
heavy equipment operator for the 
El Hoss Engineering. He stands 
5'8" tall, weighs 160 lbs, is 29 years 
old and hails from Florida Blanca. 
Pampanaga. A nol her Taurus. Len 
plays the g^iard-forward positions 
and is quite effective from within 
the perimeter. He was a member of 
the ’86 Al Dawliah champion team 
prior to his wearing the KPBC 
colours. He is also one of the few 
veterans left of Lhe KPBC cham- 
pion team '87. His hobbies include 
swimming and dancing (native 
dances.) 

Butch Arganoza — One of the 
two new faces in the KPBC roster. 
Butch is better known as "Michael 
Jordan-Arganoza.” This Aries 
bachelor is 27 years old. stands 
5'9". weighs 1 25’lbs. and plays the 
guard-forward positions. He has 
been in Kuwait for the past 4 years, 
and is currently employed by the 
SAS Hotel as an electrician. Prior 
to his being recruited to the KPBC 
fold, he was a SAS dribbler best 
remembered for his high scoring 
outputs in last years' KPK games. 

Al Barceh na — Another of the 
new additions to (he KPBC line- 
up, Af better known as "The 
Heart-Break Kid” is 26 years old. 
stands 5'9". weighs 72 kgs. and 
hails from Manila. Another 

Taurus-bachelor. Al plays the for- 
ward position and is deadly from 
the outside as he is with his finger- 


roll drives. Before his KPBC stinL 
he played with EE1 ’89. Pinoy Res- 
taurant champion team ’88. EEI 
’87, and was a former MMC var- 
sity player. 

• Danny Arafol — “Ray" stands 
5'8". weights 150 lbs., is 32 years 
old and hails from El Salvador. 
Mindanao. Playing the guard posi- 
tion, this Aquarius has been in 
Kuwait for the past 7 years, and is 
currently employed by the Sultan 
Center-salad department as a 
salad ebef. In his 7 years in Kuwait, 
he has been actively participating 
the Filipino community’s basket- 
ball activi lies a nd prior lo his wear- 
ing the KPBC colours ’88, he 
played for Al Bahar ’87. Al 
Dawliah champion team ’8b and 
Nafisi Farouki ’85. Among his 
hobbies are singing, dancing, 
cooking, and swimming. 

Eddie De La Cruz - - Ed as he is 
fondly called is the long-time coach 
of this KPBC. 5. Since its forma- 
tion in 1986, Ed was with this 
squad which participates not only 
in Filipino organized tournaments 
but also in Kuwait sponsored tour- 
neys. This controversial mentor 
(often limes crilicised for his per- 
formance) stands 5' 10". weighs 
165 lbs., and hails from Bustos. 
Bulacan. This Leo has been in 
Kuwait for almost 9 years, and 
prior to his coaching stint with 
KPBC "86. he was with Al Dawliah 
Electronics champion team '86. 
This BSC management graduate 
of the University of Sto. Tomas 
works for the El Hoss Engineering 
as a dispatching supervisor, and 
lists his hobbies as bowling, swim- 
ming. outing, dancing and cook- 
ing. 

A hdulluh TifTouni • - team man- 
ager Abdullah TilTouni is a 40 year 
old Kuwaiti, standing 5' 10' tall 
and weighs 1 701bs. Oneof the most 
well-known team managers who 
lakes care of his players noi only 
during the games but also in .heir 
daily lives here in Kuwait, he is a 


Lendl and 
Grabb in 
semifinals 


CHICAGO. March 31, (AP): 
Top-seeded Ivan Lendl overp- 
owered Amos Mansdorf with his 
big serve and cross court fore- 
hand smashes late last night. 
scnringa6-I.4-6.6-2qualerfinal 
victory in the 5500.000 Volvo 
Chicago tournament. 

Equipped with a brand new 
mizuno graphite composite 
racket pressurized at 67 pounds. 
Lendl said the balls appeared lo 
be exploding for key points. 

After 12 years with the same 
type of racket, the world’s top- 
ranked player expressed surprise 
in the third set. while he was 
leading 4-2 and 40-30 on Mans- 
drofs serve. 

“I hil a forehand cross court 
from the middle of the court with 
an angle on it was dipping." Len- 
dle said. ”1 just didn't under- 
stand how it came off the 
racket." 

After his easy first set win. 
Lendl fell behind 3-0 in the 
second set. He fought back only 
to lose the set and his serve in the 
10th game. 

Mansdorf had Lendl at set 
point four limes before Lendl 
drove a ball over the end line. 

Lendl’s agressiveness paid off. 
breaking Mansdorf in the fifth 
game of the final set and again in 
the seventh. 

Throughout the 1:45 match. 
Lendl and Mansdorf constantly 
talked to each other. 

Lendl was to play the fifth 
seed. Jim Grabb in a semifinal 
today. 

Grabb fought off third-seeded 
Tim Mayotte's intimidating big 
serve to score a 6-3, 6-3 quater- 
final viclorty Friday. 

In other matches, second- 
seeded Michael Chang had little 
trouble in eliminating the eight 
seed, Paul Annacone. 7-5, 6-1. 

Chang, ranked number nine in 
the world, was to meet the sixth 
seed. Richey Reneberg, in the 
semifinal today. 

Reneberg defeated Ma! 
Washington. 7-6 (7-4). 6-4. 

Navratilova 
routs Fulco 

HOUSTON. March 3 1 .( AP): 
Top-seeded Martina 
Navratilova won her first 
round match last night in the 
$250,000 Virginia Slims of 
Houston, beating Bettina 
Fulco. 6-0. 6-1. 

Matches resumed yester- 
day at Weslside Tennis Club 
after two days of rain delays. 

In other first round acuon. 
third-seeded Arantxa San- 
chez Vitario beat Gretchen 
Magers6-3, 6-3. 

Mary Lou Daniels defeated 
Sylvia Hanika 6-4. 64, and 
Laura Giidemeister beat 
Isabel Cueto 6-2. 7-5. 

Quarterfinal matches were 
to begin this morning with 
Zena Garrison facing Sandra 
Cecchini. The singles final is 
scheduled for tomorrow. 

The champion will receives 
$45,000. 


picture of a true basketball fan, 
who would do everything in his 
power & capacity to watch the 
games. He is working at the 
KPBC -Kuwait Pre-Fab Bldg. Co. 
as a newly promoted finance man- 
ager. Prior to his managing the 
KPBC 5. he was involved with the 
Overland Transport Co. & KGL 
5’s. He likes the sea as much as 
basketball and his other bobbies 
include swimming, fishing and 
boat raring. Asked about his team 
and the KPBL. he says “We are 
very happy and proud to be part of 
it. and no matter what the results 
are. even if my team doesn't make 
it as the champions, wc will always 
be Lhere trying, cause ray boys and 
their fanslove basketball & KPBL. 

Gilmar Ticsay — “GiU” as he is 
called by his friends, better known 
as the "Birch Tree — Baby” stands 
5'2“ Lall. weighs 1 50 lbs., is 34 years 
old and hails from Florida Blanca. 
Pampanga. This Sagittarius 
represen ta Live to the KPBL Board 
of Governors has been in Kuwait 
for nea riy 5 years and works for the 
El Hoss Engineering as a heavy 
equipment operator. He says that 
he is most proud to have been a 
part of (he KPBL Board which 
planned the whole KPBL organ- 
ization and its activities cause 
everything is done accordingly and 
the results of our sacrificesare star- 
ling to bear fruits for harvesting of 
the entire Filipino community as a 
whole. 

Alice Versoza-team muse Alice 
isa 24-year-old Scorpio from Cebu 
City. She stands 5'3". weighs 110 
lbs., and is still ■single’. She is a new 
face here Kuwait, and she works 
for the Bousbari Film Co. in Faha- 
heel as a counter salesperson. Alice 
charmed her way during the open- 
ing day ceremonies winning the 
coveted award of “best muse-Miss 
KPBL” which she rightly 
deserved. This beautiful lady is a 
degree holder in accounting and 
lists her hobbies as swimming, 
bowling, dancing and outing. 
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America’s Cup 

PERTH. Australia. March 31, 
(Reuter): The Royal Penh Yacht 
Club said today it had resigned as 
challenger of record for the next 
America's Cup series, due to take 
place in 1992. 

Woodlands Open 

WOODLANDS, March 31, 
(Reuterl: P.H. H organ's 66 stood up 
throughout the completion of the 
rain-plagued first round at the Si 
million Woodlands Open golf tour- 
nament yesterday. 


Gower, Bairstow drafted 

Greenidge slams England 



Zimbabwe complete, 
start of 5-year plan 


Qualifying spot 

DARLINGTON. South Carolina, 
March 31 . (AP): GcoIT Bodine gave 
Junior Johnson's team its first role in 
two years yesterday, taking the top 
qualifying spoL for tomorrow'sTnin- 
south 500 at Darlington Raceway. 

Williams released 

WASHINGTON. March 31. (AP): 
Doug Williams, who turned in a 
record -setting performance in the 
1988 Super Bowl, waa released yes- 
terday by the Washington Redskins, 
who didn't want to keep him as a 
third-stringer. 


1992 Games 

MADRID. March 31. (Reuter): 
Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez will head a commission of 
cabinet ministers charged with 
smoothing the way for successful 
1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona, 
aa government spokeswoman said 
yesterday: 

Rugby teams 

WINDHOEK. March 31. (Reuter): 
Wales and France will send rugby 
union louring teams to newly- 
independem Namibia this year, the 
president of the Nun'bia Rugby 
Union (NARU) Gert Muller said 
yesterday. 

Dutch coach 

AMSTERDAM. March 31. 
(Reuter): A Dutch court will rule 
□ext week whether national soccer 
coach Thijs Libregts should remain 
in charge of theside for this summer's 
World Cup finals, a Dutch Sotxer 
Association (KNVBl spokesman 
said yesterday. 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, 
March 31, (Reuter): England 
were put to the sword by Gordon 
Greenidge yesterday as their for- 
mer captain David Gower step- 
ped out of the press box and back 
into the team and wicketkeeper 
David Bairstow was also 
recalled. 

West Indies opener Greenidge 
relumed to form with acomman- 
ding 163 not out for Barbados, 
who were 340 for four at theclose 
of the opening day of the three- 
day cricket match at Kensington 
Oval. 

Gower, overlooked when the 
England squad was chosen but 
covering the tour as a writer and 
broadcaster, agreed to play to 
offset the team's injury 
problems. 

Captain Graham Gooch is the 
main casualty with his left hand 
broken in two places, but stand- 
in wicketkeeper Rob Bailey 
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Greenidge: unbeaten on 163 


joined the casualty list when he 
bruised a hand and did not 


bruised a hand and did not 
appear after lunch. 

Bairstow. touring Barbados 
with hts county Yorkshire, was 
called from a sigth-seeing trip to 
takeover behind the stumps. His 
appearance allowed Jack Russell 
to continue to have a match off 
and Alec Stewart to rest a 
damaged hand. 

Allan Lamb, leading England 
for the first time, won the toss 
and put Barbados in on a lively 


but true pitch and was rewarded 
with the wicket of Test opener 
Desmond Haynes for nine. 

Haynes fell in the 11th over 
when pace bowler Phillip 
DeFreitas persuaded him to 
snick a simple catch to Bailey 
with the total 32. 

Greenidge, who has not been 
at his best in the current Test 
series, mixed solid defence with 
harsh treatment for the bad ball, 
completing his half century in 74 
balls with seven fours and 100 in 
13S balls with 15 fours. 


Carlisle Best started slowly but 
by tea he had driven and slashed 
his way to 50 in 97 balls with five 
fours, and went on to share a 
second -wicket partnership of 
21 5 with Greenindge. 

Left-arm spinner Keith 
Medlycott had nis first bowl for 
47 days and was dealt with 
savagely by both batsmen. Two 
balls were lost as each batsman 
hit him out of the ground. 

But Medlycott had the last 
laugh as Best holed out to 
DeFreitas at long-off after mak- 


Major shareholder 

SHEFFIELD, March 31, (Reuter): 
Sheffield United chairman Reg 
Brealey said yesterday he had 
derided against selling his majority 
shareholding in the English Second 
Division dub to Iraqi-born business- 
man Sam Has hi mi. 

Brazilian striker 

RIO DE JANEIRO. March 31. 
(Reuter): Brazil national team doc- 
tor Lidio Toledo yesterday refused to 
rule striker Romario out of the 
World Cup soccer finals despite a 
second operation on the player's 
broken right leg. 

Police plan 

ROM E. March 3 1 . ( AP): Police from 
the 24 World Cup nations plan to 
trade information in order to spot 
soccer hooligans and keep track or 
them during this summer's soccer 
tournament, law enforcement 
officials said yesterday. 

Georgians expelled 

MOSCOW, March 31, (Reuter): 
Soviet soccer authorities have 
expelled the Georgian Football 
Federation and suspended its Lith- 
uanian counterpart following 
derisions by both bodies not to com- 
pete in the National League. Izvestia 
reported yesterday. 


Simmons gets top award I sevens 


DENVER, March 31. (AP): 
Unlike some of his money-cons- 
cious brethren, Lionel Simmons 
chose to return to college for his 
senior year. 

The decision not only will be 
worth a degree this spring, but it 
helped Simmons earn the 


Adolph Rupp Trophy as the 
Associated Press college basket- 


Associated Press college basket- 
ball Player of the Year. 

And the trophy, ironically, 
may mean an even more lucrative 
professional contract. 

Simmons, a 6-foot-7 (2.01 


metre) forward at La Salle whose 
3,2 1 7 points are exceeded by only 
two other players in NCAA his-- 
tory, was presented the award 
yesterday. 

Simmons received 135 of 438 
votes in a nationwide poll of 
sports writers and broadcasters 
conducted before the NCAA 
tournament. 

Gary Payton of Oregon State 
was second with 102 votes, foll- 
owed by Derrick Coleman of 
Syracuse with 63 and the late 
Hank Gathers of Loyola 
Marymount with 42. 


HONG KONG. March 31. 
(Reuter): Results on the first day 
in the Hong Kong International 
seven-a-side rugby union tour- 
nament today: 


Group A; New Zealand 42; 
Arabian GulfO; Group B; Scott- 
ish Borderers 24; Sri Lanka 0; 
Group C: Western Samoa 14; 
Papua New Guinea 4; Group D; 
British Barbarians 24; West Ger- 
many 0; Group E; Fiji 34 
Thailand 0: Group F; Tonga 16; 
Taiwan 4; Group G; Wales 44; 
Singapore 0: Group H; Australia 
48; Malavasia 0. 
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Some of the players in action during last week's Filcheck tournament matches. 


Borigas snaps Vendiola’s winning string 


THE penultimate round of the 
First Rated Chess Tournament 
organized by the Filipino Chess 
Club, in Kuwait (Filcheck) was 
held at the New Kabayan Res- 
taurant on Friday. 

Veteran Edwin Borigas put a 
stop to the winning streak of 
Ingemar “Ingy" Vendiola by 
defeating (he Jailer in 40 moves 
of a Benoni defence making the 
last round an open race for the 
top four placers. Vendiola. who 
nowhas5points.5tilIhang5on to 
the lead in Group A along with 
lop favourite Niel Dumlao who 
bested Rading Moje in 41 moves 
of a Budapest defence. In second 


? lace is Borigas with 4 points. 

railing closely behind with 4 
points apiece are DaniloCalasin. 
who won by default over Ali 
Maca-ayanand ReneMosirales. 
who outplayed Thony Monreal 
in 40 moves of a" Siciliar.- 
Maroczy-Bind. 

Also in Group A. Sammy 
Aurellano who defeated Amel 
Maluiino in 34 moves of a 
Queen’s GambiL decline while 
Roily Boado and Rey Mangor- 
nong won over their respective 
rivals Ariel Martinez and Ver 


Farrales by default. 

In Group B. Gil Opiana con- 
tinued to hold on to his unbeaten 
lead with 6 straight wins by out- 
witting Robert Vargas’ Benoni 
defense in just 37 moves. Run- 
ning second place with 5 points is 
Hussain Ahmad who repulsed 
the Sicilian Defence of Dads 
Pates 40 moves. 

In other games, Bernard delos 
Reyes and Mel Espinosa scored a 
point each against Diony Bar- 
tolome and Stanley Sawit respec- 
tively to keep their contention 
alive. They now share third place 
with 4 points each together with 
Vargas. 

The final and deriding round 
will be played on Friday. 6th 
April at the Kabayan Restaurant 
from 12.00 Noon. As per tour- 
nament rules, players with equal 
final scores shall' ranked by the 
Buchofz score then by’ the 
median Buchoiz score. 

The champion and the three 
runner- ups of each group will 
each receive a trophy donated by 
Trico (No-Kilo) International 
and valuable gift items from 
Seven- Up Bottling Company 
and Adawliah Universal Elec- 


tronics, distributor of Kasparov 
chess computers. 

Awarding ceremonies has 
been scheduled for Thursday, 
April 12. during the "Black and 
White Nile” which will also 
feature the induction of the 
club’s first set of officers. Expec- 
ted to grace the affair are the 
officials of the Philippine 
embassy, tournament sponsors 
and prominent leaders of the 
Filipino community . 

Meanwhile. Filcheck would 
like to congratulates its members 
Roily Mercado and Stanley 
Sawit who were adjudged cham- 
pion and first runner up, respec- 
tively. in the recently concluded 
Inter-Department Chess Tour- 
nament at the Ramada AJ Salam 
Hotel. The tournament which 
lasted two months was par- 
ticipated by more than 20 hotel 
employees of different nation- 
alities. 

Final round schedule Friday. 
April 6. 1990 
Group B (12:00 Nd) 
WvsB98;45;62; 1520:7 13: 16 
17; 14 18; 

Group A (3:00 pm) 

Wvs.BIl 16:37; 181 112; 138: 


17 15:94. 

Standings after sixth romd 
Group A 

Ingemar Vendiola 5 points 

Niel Dumlao 5 

Edwin Borigas 4.5 

Rene Mostrales 4 

Danny Calasin 4 

Thony Monreal 3 

Sammy Aurellano 3 

Ali Maca-ayan 3 

Roily Boado 3 

Rading Moje 3 

Amel Mauitioo 2.5 

Rey Mangomong 2.5 

Ariel Martinez 2 

Jess Betguen — 1.5 


Group B 

Gil Opiana Jr 6 points 

Hussain Ahmad 5 

Mel Espinosa 4 

Robert Vargas 4 

Bernard de ios Reyes 4 

Dads Pates 3.5 

Roily Mercado 3.5 

Diony Bartolome 3 

Fred Marasigan 3 

Jun Emutan 2.5 

Stanley Sawit - - 2.5 

Jun Alejandro 2.5 

Silver Salvado 2 

BamraBucay I 
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ing 95 and then Thelston Payne 
played on to the spinner for a 
dude. 

Off-spinner Eddie Hemmings 


OR-spinner Eddie Hemmings 
had Roland Holder Ibw for 18, 
sweeping across the line, but 

Greenidge marched to his 150 off 

206 balls with his 1 9th four. 

Malcolm Marshall, returning 
after bemgoutforamonthwttha 
broken finger, weighed in by 
swinging Hemmings for three 
fours in one over as Lamb 
declined to take the new ball. 
For Gower, who made several 




HARARE. March 31. (AP): Zimbabwe’s part-time 

the Cm part of their five-year trial period in a btd for Test sta tus. 

After asix-week tour by England’s reserve team. the. results can ne sun 


marized as disappointing but not necessarily discouraging. . ..--.dav 

Zimbabwe won only one match on the entire tour, the h ■ 


zjmoaowe won omy one marcn on utc cun... -r--- -. . 

fixture when the country districts farmers caught out England 
became acclimatized to heat and the pace of the ball at 5 . 000 feet altitud . 

Zimbabwe went down 1-0 the unofficial Test senes, drawing the otner i 
when England held the whip hand. Zimbabwe "B" and youth teams drew me. 
three-day matches with England but were always struggling- ... 

And in the one-day seras/thc home team was blanked 3-0 tarnishing a 
reputation as a limited overs side to be reckoned with by almost anytwoy. 

These results can hardly be encouraging for Zimbabwe or their suppi 
within the International Cricket Conference. But there arc some signs 


fine stops in the covers, the long 
day in the field must have stirred 


memo ries of last summer's Ashes 
series when he captained 
England to their 4-0 series defeaL 

Scoreboard' 

BARBADOS first innings 

G. Greenidge not out 163 

D Haynes c Bailey b Medlycott .... 9 
C Best c DeFreitas b Medlycott ... % 

T Payne b Medlycott 0 

R. Holder Ibw b Hemmings 10 

M. Marshall not out 23 

Extras (b-3 lb-8 nb-21) 32 

Total (four wickets) 340 

Fall of wickets: 1-32 2-247 3-250 4- 
289 

To bat R. Hoyte, H. Springer, S. 
Skeete, T. Johnson, V. Walcott 

Bowling: (to date): DeFreitas 17-1- 
60-1 . Lewis 1 1 -i -51 -0. Capeli 0-0-53- 
0, Hemmings 26-8-70-1, Medlycott 
23-1-95 -2 

England: D. Capel, A. Stewart R. 
Bailey, N. Hussain, R. Smith. D. 
Gower, A Lamb, P. DeFreitas. C. 
Lewis, K. Medlycott E Hemmings. 


Richards 
ruled out 


optimism. 

Three or four youngsters have shown technique and concentration to 
large scores ofT the England bowlers, who are among the best in the cou y 
l:. i _ . iirKn i« nIT r,-. Somerset — 3no 


championship. In particular, Gavin Brian! — who is ofT to Somerset 
brothers Grant ana Andy Flower. 



Soviet champion 

MOSCOW, March 31 . (UPD: Soviet 
Olympic gymnastics champion and 
world No. 2 Natalya Lashcbenova 
yesterday won the world stars-90 
gymnastics championship at Mos- 
cow's Luzhniki Sports Palace. 


Lemond out 

ST SATURNIN. France, March 3 1 . 
(UPI): Defending Tour de France 


champion Greg Lemond. suffering 
from fatigue and bossblva virus, has 


from fatigue and possibly a virus, has 
bowed out of the Tour of Flanders, 
which starts tomorrow. 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, 
March 31, (Reuter): West Indies 
captain Viv Richards has been 
ruled out of the fifth and final 
one-day cricket international 
against England here next Tues- 
day. 

Richards, who missed the 
third Test that ended in Port of 
Spain on Wednesday because of 
a recurrence of haemorrhoids, 
was originally included in a 
squad of 13 for the limited-overs 
match at Kensington Oval. 

However, a West Indies 
Cricket Board of Control 
(WICBC) statement said yester- 
day: “Although Richards has 
been responding favourably to 
treatment for a recurring ail- 
ment. it was not considered 
prudent to consider him for 
selection in this match.*' 

The WICBC said he was 
expected to be fit for the fourth 
Test starting in Bridgetown next 
Thursday. 

Fast bowler Malcolm Mar- 
shall, who broke a finger in the 
third one-day international on 
March 3 and returned to first- 
class cricket for Barbados 
against England on Friday, is 
named in a squad of 1 2. 

West Indies have an unbeata- 
ble 2-0 lead in the series in which 
the first two games were washed 
out. 


Zimbabwe also has a class batsman in David Houghton, their slipper. ■ 

Theattack is ageingandlackingthefireofPeterRawson. who moved toNawi 

a few months ago. . . 

But another prospect is strike bowler Ethan Dube. This young cricketer nas 
many hopes pinned on him here — not only beca use he could be very good w hen 
some delivery faults are ironed out, but also because his success might encourage 
others blacks into the game or at least onto the spectator benches. 

In order to achieve Test status in 1995, Zimbabwe must show the game 
flourishes here in depth. There is a comprehensive schools and club coaching 
programme. Good facilities are available. But crowds have been poor. Midweek 
cricket attracted perhaps 200-300 a day. Yet a dozen years ago when Rnod«ia 
— as Zimbabwe than was known played Currie Cup cricket, crowds of 10.000 
were common. 

Zimbabwe's next hurdle is the ICC Trophy tournament, to be staged by the 
Netherlands in June. The winner on the last two occasions. Zimbabwe m ust not 
only do so again fora place in the 199-1 World Cup but also for the sake of their 
Test trial record. 

It is difficult to escape the fact that in cricket capability terms t here is only one 
country to fill the eighth Test place — South Africa. If a political solution is 
achieved there by 1995, Zimbabwe roust be out on the cold, whatever the>_ 
achieve. 6 - 


TCCB supports concept 
of regular ‘A’ team tours 


HARARE. March 31, (.Reuter): The 
England A cricket tour of Kenya and 
Zimbabwe which finished on Thurs- 
day could set the pattern for regular 
second string tours, said Alan Smith, 
chief executive of the English Test 
and County Cricket Board (TCCB). 

The tour had been "perceived at 
home as being very successful,” 
Smith said in Harare. 

“The board (TCCB) is very sup- 
portive of the concept of A team 
tours and l hope this is the first of 
regular A tours. Hopefully, all the 
team are better players for the 
experience." 

Endorsing a- programme which 
included three five-gay internation- 
als against Zimbabwe. Smith said: 


“Four and five-day cricket matches 
are a vehicle for the development of 
our younger players.” 

Smith confirmed other countries 
had indicated they were interested in 
hosting the England A team, though 
he thought it very unlikely that the A 
side would tour Zimbabwe again 
next year or visit Australia at the 
same time as the full England team. 

The tour finished on Thursday 
with the third five-day match ending 
m a draw. England took the series id. 
and won all three one-day inter- 
nationals against Zimbabwe convin- 
cingly. 

The tour did little to enhance Zim- 
babwe's hopes of achieving test 
status. 


DURING THE HOLY MONTH OF 


FROM 7 P.M 


TO 10 P.M. 


JflW 


OFFERS 


A FREE SAFETY CHECK 




4832599 


Your friendly BMW dealer. Ali & Fcuari Aighanrm 
Automotive is carrying out a top-quality safety check 

Found Alghanim Automotive Co.wJ.L 

for ail BMW owners - absolutely Fee of charge, dur- 

P.O. Box: 21540. Safat. 13076, Kuwait 

ing the month of Ramadhan from 7.00 p.m. to tO.GQ 

Tlx: 22090 AFA AUTO KT 

p.m. 

Fax: 4841812 

Plus We can provide you a speedy change of en- 
gine oil and brake pads at the same time' 

SHARQ SHOWROOM 
Tel: 2402950/24041 1 1 

SHUWAIKH SHOWROOM \Sr 

Tel: 4834655/4815686 The uhimate 

driving 

machine 

Contact Ali & Fouad Aignamm automotive on 
4832599 for an appointment and secure your peace 
of mind today. 


Teiexs 

22332 KT 


Telephones: 
4813566 (main lines) 
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